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THERE is in all a natural instinct prompting us, more 
or less, to the desire to know something of the future 
condition of ourselves, and of those whom we love, in 
the world beyond the grave. ‘This instinct, indeed, 
needs to be kept in check; lest it lead us to give the 
reins to delusive imaginations, far removed from the 
reality of what that future condition actually will be. 
But, restrained within proper limits, the instinct in 
question has a useful function to perform, because it 
directs our thoughts from time to time to the con- 
templation of the world to come. As to what our 
state and occupation in that world will be, we are 
not left entirely without guidance. For, though but 
little directly bearing upon these matters is disclosed 
to us in Holy Scriptures, yet there are statements, or 
hints, which—carefully considered in themselves, and 
carried out to their legitimate conclusions, in the calm 
light of reason—enable us to conjecture, with some 
amount of certainty, in some respects at all events, 
what we shall be, and what our life will be, in the 
eternal hereafter. 

We hold very strongly, that the language of Holy 
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_ Scripture should be interpreted in its exact literal sense 
wherever, from the nature of the passage or its con- 
text, that may be possible; and is only to be taken 
figuratively, when a literal meaning plainly cannot be 
attached thereto. Not, indeed, that we need neces- 
sarily confine such passages as admit of literal inter- 
pretation to their primary meaning; they may have a 
secondary and allegorical interpretation as well; but 
this is not to be sought for, or heeded, in the first 
instance, or allowed to interfere with the original and 
obvious significance of the words themselves. Some 
truths, we believe, have been missed altogether, while 
others have been obscured, and so our knowledge of 
Divine Revelation has been proportionately diminished, 
by the too frequent neglect of this important. con- 
sideration. 

Interpreting, then, the statements of Scripture in 
this way, we have in them so many facts which. the 
theologian can deal with, as the scientist does with 
the facts of nature, and with the carefully ascertained 
results of experiments; and the principles of the 
Baconian philosophy become well-nigh as capable of 
application in the former case as in the latter. 

From Holy Scripture so regarded and treated there 
is, probably, much yet to be learned; possibly, also, 
there are points in our religious ielict which may 
be further verified, or which, perchance, may have to 
be modified, when subjected to this process of inves- 
tigation. To quote the words of our own great Bishop 
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Butler: “ As it is owned the whole scheme of Scripture 
is not yet understood ; so, if it ever comes to be under- 
stood, before the restitution of all things, and without 
miraculous interpositions, it must be in the same way 
as natural knowledge is come at; by the continuance 
and progress of learning and of liberty; and by par- 
ticular persons attending to, comparing, and pursuing 
intimations scattered up and down it, which are over- 
looked and disregarded by the generality of the world. 

. Nor is it at all incredible, that a book which 
has been so long in the possession of mankind should 
contain many truths as yet undiscovered.” ! | 

The method, then, of the present treatise will be 
essentially, and for the most part, of an inductive 
character. Taking the statements, or suggestions, 
contained in Holy Scripture respecting the nature of 
the resurrection body, we shall endeavour to ascertain 
the exact literal. meaning of each; and, carefully 
considering the whole in their respective bearings, 


- draw our conclusions accordingly. In forming these 


conclusions we shall, of course, avail ourselves of the 
additional light which the analogy of nature throws 
in the way of illustration, if not of confirmation, on 
what God’s Revealed Word discloses to us; and, also, 
of the help of right reason legitimately employed. 

Our subject is confessedly a difficult and obscure 
one; we believe, however, that it will be seen, in the 
following pages, that there is more latent in God’s 


? Butler's “ Analogy,” Part II. chap. iii, 
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Word, to guide us in its investigation, than we may 
at first sight have been disposed to think. So that 
we may hope, as the result of our inquiry, to arrive at 
conclusions, sufficiently accurate and clear to guide us 
in our contemplations of our eternal future; and to 
dissipate, partially at all events, the gloom in which it 
is enshrouded, Of course, we do not pretend to have 
ascertained, except very approximately, what our bodies 
at the resurrection will be; the bright reality will 
necessarily be far beyond any conceptions we can form 
here; for “it doth not yet appear ”—definitely and 
certainly, at all events—‘ what we shall be.”* That 


” 


we may, however, “know” something is plain; for 


“we know that, when” 


Christ “shall appear, we 
shall be like Him ;”? so that we have some knowledge 
of our subject to guide us, for we are able to ascertain, 
from what is told us in Holy Scripture, something 
about the nature of His Risen Body. 

The fact of Christ’s Resurrection is the most certainly 
attested fact in human history ; the allegations that there 
was a battle of Marathon, or that Julius Caesar was 
assassinated, or that William, Duke of Normandy, con- 
quered England, are not supported by anything like so 
strong and accumulated a mass of evidence. We shall 
take it, then, for granted; and with it accept as un- 
doubted what we find stated in the New Testament of 
His appearances after the Resurrection. And with the 
record of these, and what we find elsewhere in Holy 


1; Jobn iii, 2. 2 [bid. 
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Writ bearing upon the subject, we have some reliable 
data to start with; and so we can pass on, with steady 
tread, from what we know to what we do not know; 
and accordingly our inquiry will not be a purely specu- 
lative one, as we advance into the regions beyond our 
mortal ken. It does not do to be wise above what 
is written ; and therefore we hope not to go beyond 
the plain statements of Holy Scripture, and well- 
ascertained facts, and what appear to us legitimate 
conclusions therefrom. 

The author is not bold enough to imagine that he 
has altogether escaped error; in so difficult an inquiry, 
this can hardly be avoided. Nor can he hope to 
carry conviction to all; in such a subject, that is 
not to be expected, or even desired. He trusts, 
however, that where he does not convince he may not 
altogether fail to interest and edify. It will suffice, 
if what is set forth tends to the edification and 
comfort of any soul, by turning its thoughts and 
affections from the troubled present to the brighter 
future which awaits the people of God; and in any 
degree promotes the honour and glory of Him who 
is the Resurrection and the Life, our Risen Lord and 
Saviour, 


HULL, February 1898. 
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ON’ THE"NATURE OF THE 
RESURRECTION BODY 


CHAPTER I 


PRELIMINARY CONSIDERATIONS 


BEFORE entering upon the exact discussion of our 
subject, we shall do well to bear in mind a few pre- 
liminary considerations. 

1. The disembodied state is but an imperfect one ; 
and souls separated from their bodies long, more or 
less restlessly, for reunion with them. In the case of 
the blessed this longing is, no doubt, for the most 
part, of a restful character ; but it is assuredly real and 
. earnest. This would appear from the case of ‘“‘ the 
souls under the altar,” who are described in the Book 
of Revelation as crying “How long, O Lord?”!—which 
cry seems to be the expression of an eager yearning for 
the coming of a crisis, which is to be accompanied by 
some improvement in the condition of their being; 
an improvement they expect to take place when they 
resume their bodies at the resurrection. The same 
craving of the spirit, to be invested with corporeity, is 


1 Rev, vi. 10. . 
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discernible in the petition of the demons, cast out from 
the demoniacs in the country of the Gergesenes, that 
they should be permitted to go away into the herd 
of swine.! This is an indication, possibly, that evil 
Spirits desire some corporeal covering to hide their 
unsightly spiritual nakedness, and shelter them, to 
some extent, as far as may be, from the unveiled 
prospect of the manifestations of the Divine anger; 
but, any way, it shows that they regard even the 
habitation of the bodies of the lower animals as pre- 
ferable to the disembodied state. On the same prin- 
ciple, the souls of the lost, when the last dread hour 
has come, in their “certain fearful looking for of 
judgment and fiery indignation,” * will be eager to re- 
sume their bodies, to “ hide” them, as we read, “ from 
the face of Him that sitteth on the throne, and from 
the wrath of the Lamb.”* This instinctive longing, 
in the case of human souls which have been separated 
from their bodies at death, will receive its full satisfac- 
tion in the resurrection, as it is unfolded to us in the 
Word of God. 

2. There is no a priori objection against a resurrec- 
tion. Indeed, it would appear to be one of the laws | 
of God, by which He regulates the natural world, that 
out of death life should come. Nature supplies not 
a few emblems, at all events, if not indications, of a 
resurrection. The revival of vegetation in the spring, 


1 St. Matt. viii. 31; St. Mark v, 12; St. Luke viii. 32. 
2 Heb, x. 27. 3 Rev, vi. 16. 
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the golden harvest field, the day following night—all 
speak, with more or less definiteness, of some such 
phenomenon. But two analogies from nature stand 
out prominently from the rest. 

(1) One of these is that of the plant springing up 
from the seed sown, which is notable as that upon 
which St. Paul bases his memorable discussion in the 
15th chapter of his First Epistle to the Corinthians. 
A seed is deposited in the earth; from the embryo 
contained in its husk there shoots up a blade instinct 
with life, and endued with the capacity for further 
development. That from the sown grain such a 
thing as the plant could ever spring would, prior to 
experience, have been deemed by us an impossibility. 
Now we all know that this is not only possible, but 
we have ourselves witnessed countless instances of 
the actual fact itself. Is it not possible also, we 
are led to ask, that something similar takes place 
in the case of the buried body ? Judging from ana- 
logy, is it not probable that from some particles of 
its matter a new organism may be developed, differing 
from the body deposited in the grave as much as the 
plant does from the seed sown in the ground ? 

(2) Another illustration from nature, pointing to 
a resurrection, is that familiar one derived from the 
metamorphosis of insects. Indeed, the great German 
commentator Olshausen expresses his surprise that the 
analogy of the grub, the chrysalis, and the butterfly 
has not been used for this purpose in Holy Scripture. 
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The explanation of this omission is not quite clear; 
but it may be observed generally, that the writers of 
Holy Scripture—for some wise reason, doubtless— 
seem to shrink from the employment of imagery based 
on animal life, and derive their figures rather from 
vegetable nature. . 

See that slowly crawling worm. It spins round 
itself a silken covering, and in it seems to perish; 
and yet there comes out from that covering in due 
time the beautiful butterfly with purple and gold, or 
gréy and silver, wings, disporting among the flowers, 
and gathering nectar from them in the summer 
sun, It has become a thing of brightness and beauty 
instead of an unsightly, creeping grub, and yet it 
is the same creature still. It has emerged from its 
chrysalis tomb—in short, has undergone the process 
of a resurrection. 

Let us consider what has taken place. In the life 
of that beautiful insect there have been the following 
stages :— 

(a) The larva or caterpillar stage, when the insect 
has just issued from itsegg. Then it has the nutritive 
life only. 

(8) The pupa or chrysalis stage, when the insect is 
in its case, prior to itsfull development. In this state 
the nutritive organs are undergoing change, and the 
sentient are developed. 

(vy) The imago or butterfly stage, which is the last 
and perfect condition of insect life, ‘when the case 


- 
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covering is dropped, and the enclosed creature comes 
forth in beauty to active existence. In this state 
sentient life is developed in its highest degree. 

The insect, then, has, as it were, three states of 
existence :— 

(a) The earthy or caterpillar life, cramped and 
confined, with but small powers of locomotion, or 
capacities for enjoyment. 

(8) The aerial or butterfly life, with a wider sphere 
for life and action, new and more expanded powers, 
a greater capacity for enjoyment, and a new beauty of 
form and colour. 

(y) Between these two lives intervenes the chry- 
salis state of inactivity, equivalent to our condition of 
death, when the insect remains still and motionless, 
though all the while the process of development is 
going on. In this chrysalis condition the grub is 
being prepared for its higher and more expansive life 
as an insect. 

Now, with a caution that we must be very careful 
not to press the analogy too far, we observe that just 
so for man there are three states of existence :— 

(a) This present state, when he is invested with a 
natural or psychical body (c@ua \uyixov') ; analogous 
to the larva or caterpillar one of the insect. 

(8) The resurrection state, when he has put on the 
spiritual body (c@ua rvevmatixoy”); analogous to the 
butterfly life of the insect. 


1 See chap. iv. pp. 61, ff. 2 Ibid. 
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(y) The intermediate disembodied state ; analogous 
to the chrysalis state of the insect, which is prepara- 
tory and leads up to. the more ceri life of the 
resurrection, | 

There is no reason to suppose that the intermediate 
or disembodied state is one of complete inactivity and 
unconsciousness; it is one, no doubt, of “rest from 
labours,” but not necessarily one of complete cessation 
of energy of soul and spirit. This is in strict accord- 
ance with the analogy under consideration; for in the 
chrysalis state the creature is not altogether lifeless, 
nor even completely at rest; its tissues are still in 
a way working; and the formation of the insect, to 
come forth subsequently, is at the same time going 
on. Just so, to change the figure, the plant in the 
winter is not dead, but, concentrating its vital powers 
in its root and stem, is gathering fresh vitality from 
the ground. Just so, also, the embryo of the egg is 
not lifeless; but from it, nourished by the yolk, the 
chicken is being gradually developed, to issue forth 
when the proper time has come. As in the case of 
the insect, so also in the cases just referred to, the 
death-like inactivity is only apparent, not real. In 
the same way, in the condition between death and 
the resurrection, the man seems to be unconscious and 
inactive, dead indeed, so far as our present powers of 
observation reach, but is not really so. 

The analogy may be fairly pushed a step further. 
Just as the skin or shell of the larva bursts and 
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perishes, having only hidden for a little while the 
living thing covered by it; so the fleshly elements of 
the natural or psychical body are dissolved, and perish 
for ever in the grave, The incorporeal part of the man 
passes to Hades, as the grub passes into the pupa or 
chrysalis state; thence to emerge invested with the 
spiritual body of the resurrection, as from the chry- 
salis comes forth the butterfly in its aerial grace and 
beauty. 

Man, then, like the insect, passes through three 
distinct stages of being. But, unlike the insect, the 
last stage is with him final and everlasting; man 
“being raised from the dead dieth no more; death 
hath no more dominion over him;”' there will be 
for him no more change of condition, resulting from 
the dissolution and the subsequent reconstruction of a 
portion of his complex being, though there will doubt- 
less be constant growth and development. 

The analogy of insect development seems also to 
indicate another possible fact in connection with the 
risen body. The larva has organs suited only for 
the lower nutritive life, e.g. large jaws, no wings, &c. 
It appears to die in the chrysalis state; but in that 
state its organs undergo a change, the jaws being 
replaced by a proboscis which can suck flowers, wings 
being developed, and numerous eyes added; all these 
changes being adapted for the support of the insect 
in its new phase of life, and conducive to rapid 


1 Rom, vi. 9. 
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locomotion, quickness of perception, and more intense 
enjoyment generally—in short, suited to existence 
of a higher and more expansive kind. Is it not in 
a high degree probable that, in the same way, the 
resurrection body will have its organs so changed and 
developed, and new ones of such a character added, 
that it may be fitted for higher occupations, more 
intense enjoyment, and generally for life in a more 
spiritual sphere, under more glorious circumstances 
and conditions of being? | 

3. But, for any right conception of a true resurrec- 
tion, and for any accurate knowledge of its nature, 
and the circumstances connected with it, we must 
turn—as indeed we must for all our knowledge of 
what is to take place after death—to Holy Writ; for 
unless we can find information in its sacred pages, we 
can certainly not derive it from any other quarter. 

Apart from revelation, it is doubtful whether the 
idea of a true resurrection has ever occurred, or could 
ever have occurred, to the mind of man; it is quite 
beyond the reach of our human faculties to discover, 
or originate. In pagan faiths we find other great 
Christian doctrines, ¢.g. the Trinity, the Incarnation, — 
the Atonement, the Judgment to come, in some vague 
or distorted form; but the doctrine of the resurrection 
of the body is peculiar to Christianity. Many, indeed, 
without the light of revelation, e.g, the Greeks, have 
held as a tenet of their creed the existence of the 
soul after death in some shadowy state of being. 
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The Egyptians seem to have had some idea, in a 
crude form, of the revivifying of the dead body, if 
it could only be preserved with its general structure 
tolerably intact; and hence their practice of em- 
balming their dead, and keeping them in the form 
of mummies, which possibly was done with a view 
to these bodies being, at some future time, reanimated 
by the souls which had once dwelt in them; though, 
very probably, their idea was that “the conservation of 
the body was,” in some way, “essential to the vigour 
and felicity of the soul.” “ Let the bodily organs, it 
was felt, be saved from putrefaction, and the spirit 
- also will have something left on which to lean for 
help as her companion and receptacle. In virtue 
of the strength afforded to her by this union with 
the former cause of her vitality, she will continue to 
exist in some analogous condition; disembodied, it 
is true, but still associating with her previous tene- 
ment, and still in some mysterious fashion living by 
its life,” ? 

4. Many have questioned whether the Jews’ con- 
ception of the state after death went beyond this 
point—that the body would see corruption, while the 
soul would be with the souls of its fathers in Sheol. 
Indeed, Bishop Warburton, in his celebrated treatise 
on “The Divine Legation of Moses,” ingeniously, if 
not convincingly, argues, that the teaching of the 


1 Hardwick's “Christ and Other Masters,” Part IV. chap. i. pp. 
473, 474 (4th edit.). 
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great legislator of Israel ignored the doctrine of a 
future life; and finds the proof of his divine mission 
in the fact that thus he does not, as did other 
rulers of peoples in ancient times, appeal to the 
superstitious dread in which a future life is regarded 
by mankind generally. But even if Moses did not 
explicitly teach the doctrine of a future life, and 
more particularly that of the resurrection; yet, as we 
shall see hereafter, our Lord Himself shows that he 
taught the latter doctrine, and therefore, of course, 
the former, implicitly at least, in arguing against the 
Sadducees.’ That, at a later period, the Jewish 
Church had grasped the conception that the dead 
would rise, will be sufficiently clear from the quota- 
tions we shall subsequently give from the Old 
Testament. About a century and a half before 
Christ, it is clear that the tenet was held by devout 
Jews; for in the Second Book of Maccabees, one of 
the martyrs, while being tortured and put to death 
by Antiochus Epiphanes for refusing to eat swine’s 
flesh, is represented as saying, “Thou like a fury 
takest us out of this present life, but the King of 
the world shall raise us up, who have died for His 
laws, unto everlasting life;”” to which circumstance 
reference is made, probably, by the author of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews when he observes, “ Others 
were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they 
”8 


might obtain a better resurrection.” * The very general 


1 St. Luke xx. 37, 38. 2 2 Macc. vil. 9. 3 Heb. xi. 35. 
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desire on the part of the Jews to be buried at Jeru- 
salem seems to point to the fact, that they have 
always looked forward to the reconstruction, in some 
form or other, and the reanimation of the body 
deposited in the tomb. We shall not, then, be wrong 
in concluding that the Jews, with the exception of 
heretical sects, ¢.g. the Sadducees, entertained the 
hope of the resurrection of the body, much as we 
do now. | 

5. It is scarcely necessary to observe, that the nature 
of the resurrection body is not yet fully revealed to us: 
“It doth not yet appear what we shall be.”* Indeed, 
it is not to be expected that in our present condition 
of being, and with our present faculties, we could 
possibly understand the nature of the life of heaven, 
and the state of its blessed inhabitants; they are past 
imagining: “ Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
have entered into the heart of man, the things which 
God hath prepared for them that love Him.”? Equally 
imperfect must be our knowledge of the nature of the 
life of the lost, and of their sad condition hereafter ; it, 
too, is hidden in mercy from our mortal ken, and we 
could not comprehend it if it were disclosed to us. 
There must be very much, therefore, about the nature 
of the resurrection body of which we neither have, nor 
can have, any adequate conception, or indeed any con- 
ception at all; we can hardly suppose it will be quite 
like any of the objects which have come hitherto 


1 1 John iii. 2. 2 1 Cor. ii. 9. 
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under the cognisance of our senses, or which have 
been described to us by others, or been conceived by 
our own powers of thought or imagination. 

One important suggestion in respect to our subject, 
however, has been supplied to us. Though “it doth 
not yet appear what we shall be,” yet “ we know that, 
when” Christ “shall appear, we shall be like Him;”! 
for, as we are told, He “shall change our vile body, 
that it may be fashioned like unto His glorious body.”? 
In what is thus said of the likeness of our future bodies 
to His risen body, we have a clue to the nature of the 
former, which we shall fully investigate in a subsequent 
chapter. 

6. The resurrection of the body, whatever may be 
its nature and properties, is effected only by the direct 
operation of God Himself. All the three Persons of 
the Blessed Trinity are engaged in it. Thusit is said 
of the Father, “God hath both raised up the Lord, and 
will also raise up us by His own power;”® and of the 
Father and the Son, ‘“ As the Father raiseth up the 
dead, and quickeneth them ; even so the Son quickeneth 
whom He will;”* and again, “He which raised up. 
the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by Jesus.”® So 
the Son says of Himself, with reference to His power 
of raising the dead, ‘I am the resurrection ;” ° and it 
is said of Him, that He “shall change our vile body, 
that it may be fashioned like unto His glorious body, 


1-1 John iii. 2. 2 Phil. iii. 21. 3 1 Cor. vi. 14. 
4 St. John v. 21. 5 2 Cor. iv. 14. 6 St. John xi. 25. 
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according to the working whereby He is able even to 
subdue all things unto Himself.”’ The agency of the 
Holy Spirit in the work is asserted in the following 
passage: “He that raised up Christ from the dead 
shall also quicken your mortal bodies by His Spirit 
that dwelleth in you.”” Thus the work is altogether 
a Divine work. 

7. We have, however, reason to conclude, as will be 
apparent in the course of our discussion, that the soul, 
or rather the spirit, of the man will co-operate with 
the Divine Agent to some extent in the process—at 
least so far as to determine or modify the form which 
the body is to take ; just as here it can co-operate with 
the grace of God, or resist it, at will. In the original 
creation of the human being, though it is indubitable 
that the soul is not the creative principle of the body, 
and that for some time the growth of the germ goes 
on without the presence, and therefore without the 
influence, of the soul; yet it is highly probable that, 
before the process of construction in the womb is 
completed, the soul does co-operate with the primary 
Creative Agency, and modifies and conditions the 
organisation of the bodily structure. Just so, at the 
resurrection, the self-conscious spirit, remembering its 
former connection with the body, longing for reunion 
with it, and being in a state of expectation and 
preparation for that desired event, will cheerfully, 
in some way or the other, we do not doubt, respond 


1 Phil. iii, 21. 2 Rom. viii. 11. 
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to the Divine working by which the resurrection will 
be brought about. 

8. However this may‘be, we may apace infer, 
that the resurrection will be an instantaneous pro- 
cess, effected as rapidly as the transformation of the 
living, which will, we are told, be brought about “in 
& moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trump ” 1__go rapidly, in short, as to escape the ken of 
the keenest observation ; for the power of the Almighty 
Agent will at once overcome all obstacles, clear away 
every difficulty, and re-collect the germinal elements 
of the buried dust, reconstructing from them the new 
and glorious resurrection body. 


=: POor. x0r 52: 


CHAPTER II 


THE TEACHING OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 


THouGH there is but little in the Old Testament hay- 
ing a direct bearing upon our immediate subject, yet, 
for the completeness of our inquiry, it would seem 
desirable to consider carefully what it discloses to us 
with respect to the resurrection. The following pas- 
sages may be cited as containing some reference to 
the resurrection of Christ Himself, or to that of the 
dead generally, and affording some clue, however slight, 
as to the nature of the risen body. 


(1) PsaLM xvi. ro. 


“Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt Thou 
- suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.” 


_ As we learn from St. Peter’s sermon on the Day 
of Pentecost,! and St. Paul’s discourse at Antioch in 
Pisidia,” this passage refers to the Resurrection of 
Christ, who was pre-eminently God’s “ Holy One.” 
His Soul was not, after its separation from the 
body at death, to remain in. “hell,” ae, Sheol or 
Hades, the habitation of disembodied spirits between 


1 Acts ii, 30, 31. 2 Acts xiii, 34, 35 
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death and the resurrection; and His Body was to be 
released from the grave before it experienced corrup- 
tion or decay. This is a prediction of the fact that 
the interval between the Death and the Resurrection 
of Christ was to be but short—not long enough to 
allow of the putrefaction of the corpse. 


(2) Hosea vi. 2. 


‘‘ After two days will He revive us: in the third day He 
will raise us up, and we shall live in His sight.” 


Not to go into the primary meaning of this verse, 
but viewing it in the light of the New Testament, we 
observe that there is a reference in it to the interval 
between Christ’s Death and Resurrection, which took 
place after an interval of “two days,” i.e. on “the 
third day”: ‘on the third day He rose again, accord- 


ing to the Scriptures.” ! 


(3) JoB xix. 25-27. 


“I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that He shall 
stand at the latter day upon the earth: and though after 
my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I 
see God: whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall 
behold, and not another.” 


It is fair to state, that the original of this: passage 
is by some so rendered as to give it quite a different 
meaning from the one, which it has been usually 
supposed to bear. There can be but little doubt, 


1 1 Cor. xv. 4. 
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however, that the words give expression to the 
hope which Job entertained of a future existence. 
It will be noted, that the words italicised are not 
in the original. The following more literal transla- 
tion of ver. 26 is given in the R.V.: “and after my 
skin hath been thus destroyed, yet from my flesh 
shall I see God;” or if we take the marginal reading, 
“without my flesh shall I see God.” If the latter 
translation be adopted, the passage contains an ex- 
pression of a continuance of consciousness, or restora- 
tion at some future time to it, when in a fleshless, 2, 
immaterial, condition of being, without a body, Job 
was to enjoy a purely spiritual vision of God. But if 
the former translation be regarded: as the right one, 
then he gives utterance to a conviction that owt of, 
i.e. from, or in, the body, as the temple of the soul, 
he would see God; and that he does thus refer to a 
bodily, and not a mere spiritual, vision, would appear 
to be probable from the statement in ver. 27, “whom 
mine eyes,” 1c. bodily eyes, “shall behold.” If this 
view, as is probable, be correct, then we have the 
writer expressing his belief in a resurrection of the 
body, with material elements and organs like our 
present bodies; for Job hopes to see God with the 
eyes of a renewed body of flesh, which he contrasts 
with the poor emaciated body—“this body,” as he 
says, pointing to it—which was soon to be laid in the 
grave. We shall see hereafter that this view does 
not quite correspond with the Pauline doctrine; for 
B 


18 NATURE OF THE RESURRECTION BODY 


it will be shown, in due course, that, according to St. 
Paul, the resurrection body is a body indeed, but not 
one of flesh. But, on this interpretation, Job asserts 
his conviction that in the perfect entirety of his being, 
body, soul, and spirit, he will see the Redeemer, at 
some epoch of time after his present body had been 
resolved into its component elements, by the dissolving 
processes which operate after death. 

From this passage it would appear, that the author 
of the Book of Job anticipated the reunion of his 
soul to a body—sufficiently identical with his then 
existing body to enable him to speak of it as 
“my flesh ”—composed of material particles, “ flesh "— 
and with eyes, and presumably other bodily organs, 
such as he then possessed. In the Old Testament, 
then, we thus find the germ of the doctrine of the 
resurrection of the body, and a glimpse of its nature, 
as more fully and accurately unfolded to us in the New 
Testament, 

(4) Isaran xxv, 7, 8. 

“ And He will destroy in this mountain the face of the 

covering cast over all people, and the vail that is spread over 


all nations. He will swallow up death in victory ; and the 
Lord God will wipe away tears from off all faces.” 


That St. Paul-takes these words to refer to the resur- 
rection is clear from his quotation of some of them, in 
connection therewith, in his memorable discussion of 
the subject in his First Epistle to the Corinthians.’ In 

1 Chap. xv. 54. 
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these verses death is represented as a covering, or veil— 
superinduced on the race of man by sone external power 
of evil—lying on its surface, and not entering into the 
innermost recesses of its being ; a temporary mischief 
spread over it like a garment, and to be removed some- 
time by some triumphant agency, which will swallow up 
the formerly victorious conqueror, death, in a victory by 
which it will be annihilated : “ mortality” will “be swal- 
lowed up of life.”+ The resurrection will be a com- 
plete reversal of the consequences of death—its terror, 
its humiliation, its corruption, its loathsomeness ; “the 
Lord God will wipe away tears from off all faces.” 
It will be effected by the power of the Lord God; and 
that power will be exercised “in this mountain,” i.e. 
on Mount Zion, or Jerusalem, the metropolis of the 
Jewish nation, where, as a matter of fact, Christ 
died and rose again, and where locally, therefore, 
“the power of His Resurrection,” * by which we are 
to rise, was first manifested. 


(5) IsatanH xxvi. 19. 


“Thy dead men shall live, together with My dead body 
shall they arise. Awake and sing, ye that dwell in dust: 
for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast 
out the dead.” 


In these words, “ the resurrection of the dead is not 
merely taught, but rather is assumed as a foundation 
truth.”* They are to be regarded as addressed by 


12 Oor.v, 4.  *, Phil, ii10, 3 Speaker's Commentary, in loc. 
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God to His people Israel. The use of the expression | 
“My dead body” plainly shows, that the words are 
supposed to be uttered by God Incarnate, or the 
Second Person of the Blessed Trinity, our _ Immanuel, 
who took into union with His Divine Nature our 
human nature, and lived and died as a man, and whose 
dead body was buried and afterwards rose again. Then 
the passage is an assertion, that Israel’s dead shall rise 
again from the grave and live, in connection with the 
resurrection of His dead Body ; “thy dead men shall 
live, together with My dead body shall they arise.” 
His Resurrection was to be the source and cause of 
their resurrection. This is in exact correspondence 
with the New Testament teaching: “ Because I live, 
ye shall live also.” “ Now is Christ risen from the 
dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept. 
For since by man came death, by man came also the 
resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, 
even so in Christ shall all be made alive.” * 

“ Awake, ye that dwell in dust”—words parallel 
with those of Daniel, “Many of them that sleep in 
the dust’””—may be supposed to be addressed prolep- 
tically by Immanuel to the dead buried in the dust 
of the earth, summoning them forth from the sleep 
of death in their graves on the resurrection morn, 
for which the Church has been long waiting. ‘ For 


’ 


thy dew is as the dew of herbs;” just as the 
dew refreshes the drooping vegetation and revives it 


1 St. John xiv. 19. 2 1 Cor. xv. 20-22. 
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after the deadness of winter, so will the dew of God's 
gracious power upon them quicken and revive the 
slumberers in the grave. “And the earth will cast 
out the dead” (the Rephaim, 7.¢. “the long-dead” *) 
ones; for she will be unable any longer to detain 
her prey, when she is thus constrained by a higher 
power. 

This verse plainly gives expression to the idea of a 
resurrection ; and though it does not give any decisive 
hint as to the nature of our risen bodies, yet it indi- 
cates these two points: (1) their resurrection is closely 
associated with that of Christ; and (2) the risen body 
springs from the dust of the grave; in which the buried 
body was originally deposited, and may be supposed, 
therefore, to derive some of its component elements, or 
its germ at least, therefrom. This point will come out 
again more clearly in a later portion of our inquiry. 


(6) EzexigL xxxvii. 1-10. 


“The hand of the Lord was upon me, and carried me out 
in the spirit of the Lord, and set me down in the midst of 
the valley which was full of bones, and caused me to pass by 
them round about: and, behold, there were very many in 
the open valley ; and, lo, they were verydry. And He said 
unto me, Son of man, can these bones live? And I answered, 
O Lord God, thou knowest. Again He said unto me, Pro- 
phesy upon these bones, and say unto them, O ye dry bones, 
hear the word of the Lord. Thus saith the Lord God unto 
these bones; Behold, I will cause breath to enter into you, 


1 See Speaker's Commentary, in loc. 
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and ye shall live: and I will lay sinews upon you, and will | 
bring up flesh upon you, and cover you with skin, and put 
breath in you, and ye shall live; and ye shall know that I 
am the Lord. So I prophesied as I was commanded : and 
as I prophesied, there was a noise, and behold a shaking, 
and the bones came together, bone to his bone. And when 
I beheld, lo, the sinews and the flesh came up upon them, 
and the skin covered them above: but there was no breath 
in them. Then said He unto me, Prophesy unto the wind, 
prophesy, son of man, and say to the wind, Thus saith the 
Lord God ; Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe 
upon these slain, that they may live. So I prophesied as He 
commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they 
lived, and stood up upon their feet, an exceeding great 
army.” 


Though this remarkable passage is in the first in- 
stance, as we learn from ver. 11—‘‘these bones are 
the whole house of Israel ”—a figurative representation 
of the restoration of the Jews to their own land from 
the Babylonian captivity, and, secondly, a prediction of 
their yet future restoration to it from their present 
scattered state; yet that it refers also to the resurrec- 
tion of the body can scarcely be doubted. It describes 
the resurrection as a complete reconstruction of the 
original body—bone brought to bone, and sinews 
and flesh added to the reconstructed skeleton, and a 
covering of skin placed thereon; and then the breath 
of life breathed into the body thus restored to its 
original form. The reorganisation of the corporeal 
frame and the inbreathing of life are ascribed to the 
utterance of the inspired word of God, or prophecy, 
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quickening them. It was by the prophesying of the 
prophet, that “the bones came together, bone to his 
bone,” and that “the breath came into” the re-formed 
bodies—“ and they lived, and stood up upon their feet, 
an exceeding great army.” 

If this passage stood alone, we could but conclude 
that the resurrection was a reconstruction and revivi- 
fying of the original buried body; or, at all events, 
that the skeleton, the bone system, was identically 
the same. 


(7) Dante xii. 2. 


‘And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth 
shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and 
everlasting contempt.” 


Though this passage may have other and more 
narrow references, yet we may fairly assume, that it 
has an ultimate and a wider reference to the last 
general resurrection of the dead. From it we learn 
that there is, to use our Lord’s words, a “ resurrec- 
tion of damnation,” or rather “judgment,” as well as 


a “resurrection of life.” ? 


From the very different 
destination of the two classes referred to, it may 
reasonably be concluded also, that there will be a cor- 
responding difference in their respective risen bodies ; 
those of the one being adapted to the happy and 
glorious conditions of “ everlasting life,” while those of 


the other are suited to the circumstances of existence 


1 St. John v. 28, 29. 
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in a state of “ shame and everlasting contempt ;” words 
which imply, as we shall see in a subsequent chapter,) 
deformity and unsightliness of outward appearance, 
and weakness and corruption of the whole nature, body 
as well as soul. 


1 Chap. ix. pp. 156-158. 


\ 


CHAPTER III 


SOME TEACHING OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 


WE pass on next to the consideration of some New 
Testament passages which have a special bearing on 
our subject, reserving, however, the great discussion 
in St. Paul’s First Epistle to the Corinthians, on the 
nature of the resurrection body, for a separate chapter. 


(1) Sr. MarrHew xxvii. 52, 53. 


“ And the graves were opened ; and many bodies of the 
saints which slept arose, and came out of the graves after 
His resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared 
unto many.” 


Who these saints were whose bodies thus arose, we 
are not told. Some have identified them with the 
patriarchs and prophets of the Old Testament dis- 
pensation; while others, from the fact that almost 
from the very first the disciples generally were called 
“saints,” have supposed that they were those believers 
in Christ who had died before His crucifixion. The 
decision of this question is a matter of no consequence 
for our present purpose; whoever they were, their 
graves were opened at the moment of His death, 


but their bodies did not arise until after His resur- 
a5 
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rection—after, not before, because, if they had arisen 
before, Christ would not have been “the firstfruits 
of them that slept,”* and “the first-begotten of the 
dead.” The opening of their graves, therefore, 
necessarily preceded, and was preparatory to, their 
resurrection; but the two events were not simul- 
taneous, one following the other after some interval 
of time, at least as long as that which elapsed between 
the Lord’s Death and His emergence from the tomb. 
As Christ’s Resurrection, then, was the firstfruits of 
the harvest of the risen dead, their resurrection was 
the first general ingathering of that harvest of which 
His Resurrection was the firstfruits. 

Probably, the souls of these saints had been liber- 
ated from Hades when the Saviour descended thither, 
and “preached unto the spirits in prison, which some- 
time were disobedient, when once the long-suffering of 
God waited in the days of Noah,” and to “them that 
are dead” generally.* As their souls had been freed 
by Christ’s Death and subsequent Descent into Hades, 
so were their bodies emancipated from the captivity of 
death by His Resurrection, and reunited to their souls. 
The union being thus restored, they recommenced for 
a while active life on earth, entering into the holy 
city and making their presence known to many, and 
appearing from time to time during the forty days; 
and, as has been supposed by not a few, going up 
with Him when He ascended up into heaven. 


1 1 Cor. xv. 20. 2 Rev. i. 5. 31 Pet. iii, 19, 20; iv. 6. 
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It will be observed that those who rose on this 


, 


occasion are described as “saints;” and so their risen 
bodies would necessarily be glorified bodies. 

The following observations upon this remarkable 
incident, as it is recorded for us, have a bearing upon 
our present purpose :— 

(a) Though these saints entered in their bodies 
into the holy city, they do not seem to have been 
visible to all, but only “to many,” we. to those 
who fulfilled certain conditions, or to whom they were 
pleased to manifest themselves, in accordance with cer- 
tain limitations, determined, probably, by themselves. 
Thus it would appear that they could only be visible 
on certain occasions, and under certain circumstances, 
and to certain persons who were, we may suppose, 
specially chosen for that privilege; and that they could 
become visible or invisible, on conditions fixed by them- 
selves, at their own will and pleasure, and dependent, 
it may be, on the physical or spiritual state of those to 
whom they appeared. And so we conclude, that visi- 
bility to mortal eye is not a necessary characteristic of 
the risen body; but is dependent on the will of the 
being to which it belongs, and, possibly, also on the 
concurrence of certain other conditions as well. 

(8) If it be true, as has been suggested, and is 
indeed highly probable, that these saints of the old 
dispensation ascended with Christ, their risen bodies 
must have been exempt, as we shall see His was,’ from 


1 See chap. v. pp. 84-86. 
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the action of the law of gravitation, and possessed the 
power, as of invisibility, so also of levitation. They 
were, probably, also freed from the operation of some 
of the other laws of matter as well. 

It is to be further noted, that their entry into the 
holy city was a pledge and earnest of their subsequent 
ascension to heaven, and of their admission into the 
heavenly Zion, the New Jerusalem; and is an assur- 
ance to us that we shall also thither ascend, and have 
an entrance into the same holy city that is above. 


(2) Sr. Luxe xx. 34-38 (of Sr. Marr. xxii. 30-32, 
and Sr. Mark xii. 25-27). 


“The children of this world marry, and are given in 
marriage: but they which shall be accounted worthy to 
obtain that world, and the resurrection from the dead, 
neither marry, nor are given in marriage: neither can they 
die any more: for they are equal unto the angels; and are 
the children of God, being the children of the resurrection. ‘ 
Now that the dead are raised, even Moses shewed at the 
bush” (ze. in the section of the Pentateuch called “the 
bush”), ‘when he calleth the Lord the God of Abraham, 
and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. For He is not 
a God of the dead, but of the living: for all live unto Him.” 


In this and the parallel passages in St. Matthew 
and St. Mark, the Lord is proving, against the Saddu- 
cees, that the doctrine of the resurrection of the dead 
is taught in the Old Testament Scriptures, He did 
not refer to the strong corroborative testimony of the 
prophets to the doctrine (¢g. Isa. xxvi. 19; Hzek. 
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xxxvii. I-10; Dan. xii. 2); but cited only words 
taken from the writings of Moses, as less likely to 
be called in question by those with whom He was 
arguing. 

The force of the reasoning in the latter part of the 
passage under consideration is not at first sight obvious. 
It would seem at once, indeed, sufficient to prove the 
existence of the soul after death by implying that 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were still alive, as God 
was still thei God; and as He could not be said to 
be the God of non-existent beings, but only of living 
ones, the patriarchs mentioned must have been living 
at the time Moses wrote, and therefore presumably 
were alive still. But the argument establishes the 
existence of the body after death, only in the following 
indirect way: That God made a covenant with Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob is implied in the statement, 
“T am the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.” 
This covenant He made with them when they 
were in the body; it must endure; and therefore 
both parties to it must continue to exist, and exist 
in the same condition as they were at the time 
it was made, viz. in the totality of their nature, 
body as well as soul and spirit; and so the bodies of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, which were included in 
the covenant, and had the seal of the covenant marked 
on those bodies, could only be temporarily separated 
from their souls, and must ultimately be joined to 
them at the resurrection. Thus, indirectly, the argu- 
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ment supports the doctrine of the resurrection of the 
body. 

The mistake of the Sadducees lay, like those of our 
modern sceptics, in their ignorance of Scripture, and 
their failure to recognise the power of God: “ Ye 
do err, not knowing the Scriptures, nor the power of 
God,”’* was the Lord’s complaint against them. The 
Old Testament, albeit somewhat obscurely, yet undoubt- 
edly, revealed in its germs the doctrine of the resurrec- 
tion; and it was possible to the power of God; for once 
introduce the idea of the Divine omnipotence, and all 
considerations based on physical impossibilities vanish. 
He who could create can surely remodel and reor- 
ganise, or recreate, at His will. ‘‘ With God all things 


”2 There is sufficiency of power, at all 


are possible. 
events, therefore, to bring about a resurrection, if at 
any time it should be deemed desirable by Him, in His 
all-wise providence. 

The passage, then, which we are discussing may 
be taken as conclusively proving that there is to be 
a resurrection. 

But to come more especially to our proper subject, 
we may gather from our Lord’s words here some im- 
portant particulars as to that which is our special 
subject, viz. the nature of the resurrection body. 

“They which. shall be accounted worthy to obtain 
that world, and the resurrection from the dead— 

(a) “ Neither can die any more.” They cannot 


1 St. Matt. xxii. 29, 2 St. Matt. xix. 26, 
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. possibly die; that is, their risen bodies are immortal, 
and therefore incorruptible ; they possess immortality 
as an inherent property of their being. This property, 
as well as the subsequent ones, will, it is to be noted, 
also characterise the bodies of those who have never 
died; but who, being alive at the time of the resurrec- 
tion, will haye undergone the change which, as Paul 
tells us, they will experience,’ in order that their 
bodies may be in the same condition as the risen 
bodies of the holy dead. 

(8) “Neither marry, nor are given in marriage.” 
This results immediately from the preceding charac- 
teristic. Marriage is incident only to a state of being 
where decay and death prevail; where there is a waste 
of life from these causes, there is a necessity for making 
up for that waste if the species is to be kept up; and, 
accordingly, God instituted marriage at the creation of 
our first parents for this very purpose, amongst others, 
that they might “ be fruitful, and multiply, and re- 
plenish the earth,”? But where there is no such waste 
of life, the procreation of children becomes unnecessary ; 
and so in the state of incorruption and immortality 
the need for marriage is at an end, and they “ neither 
marry, nor are given in marriage.” Again, the pas- 
sions, appetites, and sensations, which have full scope 
and play in the married state, belong to the soul 
(vy), and therefore essentially find their manifesta- 


1 1 Cor. xv. §1, 52; also 1 Thess. iv. 15-17. See chap. iv. pp. 69-71. 
2 Gen. i. 28. 
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tion in what St. Paul, as we shall see afterwards, calls 
the “natural” (i.e. soulish) “ body ” (séua Wuxixov), 
which is specially adapted for the action of the soul 
and the conditions of this dispensation (atwv) ; but in 
_ What he calls “the spiritual body ” (rua avevarixdr), 
adapted as it will be rather for the action of the spirit 
(7veUna), which is to predominate over the soul in the 
resurrection state of the blessed, and for the conditions 
of the coming dispensation (aiwy) in the kingdom of 
God, these passions, appetites, and sensations, if they 
exist at all, will be comparatively inactive and impotent. 
Nothing that is pure and spiritual in the condition of 
marriage, or indeed in any of our earthly relationships, 
will be obliterated ; what is carnal and sensual in it, or 
them, will be abolished, but the spiritual and eternal 
will abide; only the dross will be purged away, the 
refined gold will never perish; the things which may 
be shaken will be removed, “that those things which 
cannot be shaken may remain.”? Not, indeed, that 
the distinction between the sexes will ever be destroyed; 
as St. Jerome observes, the words now under con- 
sideration show the existence of a diversity of sexes; 
certainly they imply at least the possibility of some 
such a union as that of marriage. Its obliteration, in : 
truth, would involve a fundamental change of being, 
incompatible with personal identity; the distinction, 
will remain and be recognisable, discriminating, and 
effective, though there will be none of the grosser 


1 See chap. iv. pp. 61, ff. 2 Heb. xii. 27. 
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forms of conjugal union and of physical conditions and 
manifestations, which characterise it in this present 
life; the sexual difference will be then of a spiritual 
rather than of a corporeal character, but it will never 


cease; as “from the beginning of the creation God 


made them male and female,”! so it will be to eter- 
nity; but its continuance does not imply the perpetua- 
tion of that particular form of relation and activity, 
which obtains in this present state of existence. 

(y) “Are equal unto the angels” ((rayyeAou), or, 
as St. Matthew has it, “are as the angels of God 
in heaven.” Since the comparison refers to man, not 
in his disembodied but in his embodied resurrection 
state, it would appear from this that the angels have 
bodies, and whatever those bodies may be, ours after 
the resurrection will resemble them. That their bodies 
are of a most refined and agile character is clear from 
what we read of the rapidity of their locomotion, of 
the suddenness of their appearance and disappearance, 
and of their bright and glorious forms. That they are, 
notwithstanding, more or less substantial, may be con- 
cluded from the circumstance, that the three angels, 
which appeared to Abraham in the plains of Mamre, 
“did eat” of the “ butter, and milk, and the calf which 

e had dressed, and set before them ;”” 
16 case Of the two angels in Sodom, who partook of 
whe “feast” of the “unleavened bread” Lot had prepared 
for their refreshment. There is also that memorable 


and also from 


1 St. Mark x. 6. 2 Gen. xviii, 8. 3 Gen. xix. 3. 
Cc 
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passage in. the same Book, “ The sons of God saw 
the daughters of men that they were fair; and they 
took them wives of all which they chose;”? from 
which we may not unreasonably infer, that the angels 
have physical desires and powers, and, therefore, 
have corporeal tabernacles of a more or less solid 
character. ‘True, the angels spoken of in this place 
were evil angels, but in this respect of possessing 
corporeity good angels almost certainly were similarly 
endowed. Angels are sometimes actually called men, 
which implies that they possess a more or less similar 
nature, spiritual and corporeal ; and their bodies could 
be “handled and seen,” as was the Lord’s resurrection 
body, which theirs probably resembled in appearance 
and powers, as they certainly answered the same tests, 
and acted in much the same way. ‘That the great 
St. Augustine takes this view is evident from what 
he says with reference to the statement in Ps, civ. 4, 
which seems at first sight to contradict it: “ Who 
maketh His angels spirits; His ministers a flaming 
fire.” Upon this he observes: “ Whether the Psalmist 
speaks of their bodies when he adds, ‘and His minis- 
ters a flaming fire,’ or means that God’s ministers 
ought to blaze with love as with a spiritual fire, is 
doubtful. However, the same trustworthy Scripture 
testifies that angels have appeared to men in such 
bodies as could not only be seen, but also touched,” * 
Is not St. Paul also possibly hinting at the possession 


1 Gen. vi, 2. 2 De Civitate Dei, xv. 23. 
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of bodily appetites and desires, and so of bodies, by 
the angels, in that remarkable passage, so difficult 
to understand, in which he says that a “woman” in 
the Christian assemblies for public worship “should 
have power” (7.e. a covering, as is explained in the 
margin of our English Bible, or veil) “on her head, 
because of the angels” *? It is to be noted that Ter- 
tullian takes this view of the text, as appears from 
the following quotation: “on account of the angels— 
those, to wit, whom we read of as having fallen from 
God and heaven on account of concupiscence after 


females ; ”? 


and this interpretation has also been held 
by many others. We may conclude, therefore, that 
angels, good and bad alike, have bodies; not, indeed, 
gross, fleshly bodies, like our present ones, but of far 
more subtle and ethereal materials, spiritual bodies— 
like “flames of fire,” as the Psalmist expresses it— 
not “natural,” 2c. “soulish” bodies,? such as we have 
here. 

It is reasonable, then, to suppose that our resurrec- 
tion bodies will be of exactly the same kind—substan- 
tial indeed, but composed of refined and ethereal matter, 
full of activity, and free to move about with almost 
limitless rapidity through space. For we shall be 
“like unto the angels;” what they are we shall be, 
‘* excelling in strength,” qualified to “do” God's “ com- 
mandments, hearkening unto the voice of His word,” 


1 1 Cor. xi. 10. 2 De Virginibus Velandis, c. 7. 


- 3 See chap. iv. pp. 61, ff. 
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and ready to carry out His behests “in all places of 
His dominion,” to which He may will to send us as 
“ministers of His, that do His pleasure.”? 

(0) “Are the children of God, being the children 
of the resurrection.” From the analogous formula, 
“son of peace,” in Luke x. 6, which means “ persons 


receptive of the message of peace,”” 


we may infer, that 
the expression “children of the resurrection” denotes 
persons that are receptive of what is involved in the 
resurrection as essential elements of their being. Those, 
then, who are thus capable of attaining to the resur- 
rection of life are, by virtue of that fact, ‘‘ essentially 
partakers of the Divine nature, and so cannot die ; Es 
because they are “the children of the resurrection,” 
therefore also they are “the children of God.” Our 
resurrection bodies will be as much the result of the 
operation of God as was the first formation of our 
present bodies, or the creation of our souls and spirits ; 
God is as much the source of the bodies that will rise 
as parents are of the life of their children; and there- 
fore those who are to participate in the resurrection 
are ipso facto in that respect children of God. The 
resurrection state, too, being an immortal one, implies 
sonship as regards the body no less than sonship as 
regards the soul and spirit, i.c. the sonship is not only 
moral and spiritual, but also. physical ; for God ‘ only 
hath immortality,” * zc. hath it inherently, essentially, 


1 Ps, ciii. 20-22. 2 See Alford’s Greek Testament, in loc. 
8 Alford’s Greek Testament, in loc. 4 1 Tim. vi. 16, 
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and necessarily ; and whosoever by His gift participate 
in this property are so far partakers of the Divine 
nature, and “the children of God.” 


(3) Romans viii. 23. 


“And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the 
firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within 
ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption 
of our body.” 


In this passage, believers who in their earthly course 
by faith are endued with the new life, which is “ hid 
with Christ in God,”’ and enjoy the light of His recon- 
ciled countenance, and who have as an earnest of the 
ultimate perfection of their natures “ the firstfruits of 
the Spirit,” are represented as groaning in their fervent, 
weary longing for “the redemption of the body ;” de. 
for its release from the laws of suffering, infirmity, decay, 
and death, and its emancipation “from the bondage of © 
corruption,” in which it is enthralled in this present 
state, “into the glorious liberty” of the risen body, 
when “ fashioned like unto” Christ’s “ glorious body.”? 
Just so the Apostle gives expression to the same long- 
ing when he says, “in this,” 7.e. “our earthly house of 
this tabernacle,” the present body, “ we groan, earnestly 
desiring to be clothed upon with our house which 


93 


is from heaven. Nor is this longing confined to 


the present state in the mortal body, it exists, to 


1 Col. iii. 3. 2 Phil. iii, 21. re Ger. ¥i8, 2. 
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some extent, in the state after death; for even in the 
rest and tranquil bliss of paradise there is a kind 
of unresting disquietude, a yearning for a perfection 
which is only possible when the disembodied soul is 
reunited to its resurrection body; and so “the souls 
under the altar” of the martyred dead, i.e. certain dis- 
embodied spirits, are represented, as we have already 
observed,’ as being under the influence of a craving 
for something, manifested in their eager cry,” for what 
was, probably, a necessary preliminary to the comple- 
tion of their blessedness. Indeed, the soul divested 
of the body is in an imperfect state; in its passing 
through death to another condition of being, it may 
have made a step forward towards the goal of its 
consummate happiness, but it has not yet reached 
it. “The spirits of just men made perfect,” though 
they are on the way to the state of absolute per- 
fection, have not yet attained it, and will not do so 
until they are reunited to their bodies. The “ adop- 
tion” (vioecia) of the saints, then, is not yet com-— 
plete till ‘the redemption of the body,” ze. its rescue 
from the grave, and its reunion, in a form adapted to’ 
the sanctified and glorified soul and spirit, with which 
it was before death associated. We may conclude, that 
the risen body must in its nature and. properties be 
suitable to the refined and elevated nature and con- 
dition of the spiritual being, to whose perfection it 
is necessary, and with whom it will for ever coexist. 


1 See chap. i. pp. I, 2. 2 Rev. vi. 9, 10. 
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This gives us some clue as to what that body 
will be. 

It is to be noted that it is “the redemption of the 

body” which is spoken of in this passage, not the 
redemption from the body, as some have thought. The 
longing referred to, then, is not for disembodiment ; 
but for the deliverance of the body from its present 
state of humiliation, and its transformation after the 
fashion of Christ’s “ glorious body.” 
The great German commentator Olshausen observes, 
in his explanation of this passage, somewhat curiously, 
with reference to the expression “redemption of the 
body,” that it “contains the indication that there is a 
nobler germ, a body of light as it were, dwelling in it,” 
i.e. the present body, “ which, being bound at present, 
shall some time be free through Christ.” * 

This notion of bodies of more ethereal texture per- 
vading the grosser, more substantial bodies of men 
in their present state, and their liberation from the 
latter at the particular moment of death, has been held 
by others, notably by Swedenborg, and, perhaps, also 
by some of our modern spiritualists.2_ We just refer to 
this fanciful explanation in passing, not because we 
regard it as the true interpretation of the words under 
consideration, but because it has been regarded as 
such by not a few. ‘The passage really points to 
the fact, that at the resurrection our bodies will have 


1 Olshausen, in Rom. viii. 23 (Clark’s Foreign Theological Librar 
3 g g y, 
Pp. 295). 2 See chap. viii. pp. 141-143. 
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undergone a change, compared with their present con- 
dition, so great and glorious, that it may -be regarded 
as a “redemption,” z.c. a deliverance from a state of 
bondage to one of liberty, 


(4) 2 CorInTHIANS Vv. 1-4. 


‘For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle 
were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this 
we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our 
house which is from heaven: if so be that being clothed 
we shall not be found naked. For we that are in this taber- 
nacle do groan, being burdened: not for that we would 
be unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality might be 
swallowed up of life.” 

In this passage the present body is described as a 
tent, a temporary habitation; while the resurrection 
body is spoken of as a house, a permanent habi- 
tation—a mansion, %.c. an abiding dwelling-place, 
“ eternal in the heavens,” 

When the Apostle speaks in ver. 1 of “the house 

. in the heavens,” he is using the expression pro- 
leptically, looking onward to the existence hereafter 
of the glorified body in heaven; and so he speaks of | 
it as if it were in heaven now. Indeed, if this ex- 
pression stood alone, it might almost be thought to 
justify, to some extent, the fanciful opinion of some 
who have held that, directly the earthly tabernacle of 
this body is dissolved, there is a glorified body laid up 
in store in heaven ready for us to inhabit forthwith ; 


SEO atic AE | 
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or, if not immediately, yet after an interval of longer 
or shorter duration, before the resurrection, or at all 
events contemporaneously with it. This is not very 
different from the idea referred to in our discussion 
above of Rom. yiii. 23, as entertained by Sweden- 
borg! and by some others, that souls immediately 
after death are invested with spiritualised, ethereal 
bodies; though they, as we have already seen, hold, 
further, that these bodies in some way pervade our 
grosser bodies of flesh and blood in this present state. 

It is hardly necessary to say that such is not the 
meaning of the Apostle, as it does not correspond with 
his teaching on the subject elsewhere. And so, in 
ver. 2, he substitutes for the expression in ver. I, 
“house ...in the heavens,” the formula “ house which 


b 


is from heaven ;” which, so far from indicating the 
present existence of the body in heaven, rather points 
to the possibility of an interval—in short, of a period 
of existence in an intermediate state, after which the 
new body comes, as it were, “from heaven,” where it 
may be regarded as, if one may so express it, having 
been moulded and formed. 

In ver. 3 there is a distinct assertion of the fact, 
that after death we shall not always remain as disem- 
bodied spirits, but be again invested with a body— 
“if so be that being clothed we shall not be found 
naked.” 


The word in the original of ver. 2, érevdvcac Oat, 


1 See above, p. 39. See also chap. viii. pp. 141-143. 
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which is translated in our A.V, “to be clothed upon,” 
really means “to put on as an additional garment.” 
Now, from this we may infer that the Apostle regards 
the present body as a covering or garment (évduua), 
and the glorious resurrection body as an additional 
covering, a superadded garment (ézévduma). This 
mode of expression exactly corresponds with his 
language elsewhere: “this corruptible must put on 
(evdvcac@at) incorruption, and this mortal must put 
on immortality.”* From these expressions, then, we 
are led to conclude, that the elements in the present 
mortal body will not be altogether destroyed, but 
some of them at least will be collected together again 
at the resurrection, and form a substantial basis, to 
which additional elements will be aggregated, as one 
garment is put over another, whereby the risen bodies 
will be changed into a more spiritual and glorious 
structure and form; just as Christ’s Body at the: 
Transfiguration remained the same body and was 
recognised as such, but had something superinduced 
upon it which rendered it glorious; only, whereas 
in that case the addition was but for a while, in this 
case it will be permanent; so that, while the change 
at the Transfiguration ‘was transient, that at our re- 
surrection, as it was at Christ’s Resurrection, will be 
lasting and eternal. 

Those who rise in the resurrection to damnation 
are by comparison regarded as “naked” (yupvor); 


21 Oor, x¥, 42, 
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or, to use the figurative expression employed by the 
Apostle, their bodies are as the “bare grain” (-yupvov 
xoxkov),! which all our bodies are when deposited in 
the grave. The superadded garment of beauty, 
brightness, and power, which makes the risen body 
lovely and glorious, is the sole privilege of those who 


’ 


are to rise “to everlasting life;” while those who 
will rise “to shame and everlasting contempt” will 
have but their former mortal bodies, “ bare,” in com- 
parison with the bodies of the glorified, as the mere 
seed “grain” is to the full-grown corn plant in its 
grace and comeliness. In this vesture thus put on, 
as it were, over and above the old garment of the 
body, may we not see, in some sense, “the wedding 
garment” which the guests are to wear at the great 
marriage feast of the Lamb in the kingdom of God ? 
From ver. 4 it is plain, that the Apostle fully re- 
cognised the affliction and.the burden of our present 
condition in the body; “ for,” says he, “ we that are 
in this tabernacle do groan, being burdened.” It is 
also equally clear, that he felt distinctly the inferiority 
of the disembodied state; for he expresses his longing 
wish, not to be “ unclothed,” i.e, to put off the vesture 
of the body, or to die, but to be “clothed upon,” as 
with one garment put on over another ; in other words, 
he gives utterance to a desire that he may put on the 
glorified body, without being divested of the mortal 


one at all, “that mortality might be swallowed up of 


1 1 Cor. xv. 37. 2 St. Matt. xxii. 11, 12, 
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life;” or, as Alford expresses it, “absorbed in and 
transmuted by that glorious principle of life which 
our new clothing shall superinduce upon us.”! This 
is, in truth, the expression of the Apostle’s earnest 
hope, that he and his fellow-believers may be “ alive 
and remain” ” until the Lord’s Second Coming, which 
at that time he and the other apostles believed to be 
near, and likely to take place in their generation; and 
so, that they may be spared the mortal struggle, with 
its concomitant agonies and terrors, by which the 
soul and spirit are separated from the body, which 
we call death; and that they may by a painless trans- 
forming process, like that which took place in the 
Lord’s body at the Transfiguration, change their pre- 
sent mortal bodies for those of the resurrection, as 
the persons. living at the time will do, when “at the 
last trump” the dead shall rise.’ St. Paul evidently 
regarded it as a special blessing to be exempted from 
the penalty of death, and to be permitted to draw, as 
it were, the glorified body over the mortal one, as one 
garment is put on over another; but in such a way: . 
that the old mortal covering may be changed into the 
new immortal one, with its superadded elements of 
glory. 

Such would appear to be the obvious meaning of 
the expression é7évduua, or, a garment put on over 
another without that other being put off. But, what- 


1 Alford’s Greek Testament, zn loc. 
_? 1 Thess, iv. 17. 7:4 Cor, xy. $1, 54, 
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ever may be the idea involved in the word, it is clear, 
from the whole passage, that the Apostle never recog- 
nised the possibility of man’s existence in the eternal 
state of happiness as a pure spirit; but entertained 
the assurance that the perfection of blessedness, and 
indeed any blessedness at all which was to be pro- 
longed to eternity, could only be experienced by the 
soul in an embodied state of being. 

From all this we may infer, that the resurrection 
body must widely differ in nature and properties from 
the present “body of this death;”* and that the asso- 
ciation of that body with the soul—instead of being 
burdensome thereto, as the connection of the present 
body is, and entailing pain, infirmity, and decay, as 
that connection does now—is a thing to be desired 
and longed for, as bringing happiness and. blessedness 
to the soul, with: which the glorified body is to be 
associated, to all eternity. 


(5) Parviprrans iii. 21. 


“ Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned 
like unto His glorious body, according to the working 
whereby He is able even to subdue all things unto Himself.” 


In the Revised Version the original Greek of the 
above is rendered more correctly thus: “ Who shall 
fashion anew the body of our humiliation, that it may 
be conformed to the body of His glory, according to 


1 Rom. vii. 24. 
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the working whereby He is able even As subject all 
things unto Himself.” 

Now from this passage, thus rendered, ¥ we at once 
gather the following conclusions :— | 

(1) That as humiliation is the most marked char- 
acteristic of our present bodies, so is glory of His 
Resurrection Body. This point is, perhaps, brought out 
more Clearly by the use of the genitive case in each 
instance than it would have been, if the correspond- 
ing adjectives had been employed—the expression, 
“the body of our humiliation (ravewwcews),” signify- 
ing that the body is the material sphere in which, 
from its sufferings, infirmities, and degradations, 
our humiliation mainly lies; while the corresponding 
phrase, “the body of His glory,” denotes that His 
risen body is the material sphere in which, from its 
perfection, beauty, and splendour, His glory is espe- 
cially manifested. 

(2) That the present “body of our humiliation” is 
identical with the future “body of” our “glory,” only 
it will be subjected to a transformation (meTaoynma). 
The essential substance for the most part will be pre- 
served—at all events, sufliciently so as to maintain the 
identity of the risen body with the present one—but 
there will be a change in some of the circumstances, 
or accidents, of that substance; there will be no new 
creation, indeed ; but a change will pass over the body, 
differentiating the new from the old without destroy- 
ing its identity. 
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(3) That, probably, “the body of humiliation : 
corresponds to the “natural body,” “sown in corrup- 
tion,” “dishonour,” and “ weakness ;” while “the body 
of glory ” corresponds to the “spiritual body,” “ raised 
in incorruption, glory, and power,” referred to by St. 


‘Paul in his magnificent description of our risen bodies 


in his First Epistle to the Corinthians.’ 

(4) That our resurrection bodies are to be formed 
by His mighty power, “according to the working 
whereby He is able even to subdue all things unto 
Himself.” 

(5) That His Resurrection Body is the model in 
accordance with which our resurrection bodies are to 
be “fashioned anew,” and the type to which they are 
to “be conformed.” 

From this last consideration it follows, therefore, 
that for the ascertaining what our bodies in their 
risen state are likely to be, we must inquire fully into 
the nature of the Lord’s Resurrection Body,—an in- 
vestigation we reserve for a subsequent cbapter.? 


' Chap. xv. 42-44. 2 See chap. v. 


CHAPTER IV 


ST. PAUL’S DISCUSSION IN FIRST CORINTHIANS 
XV. 35-57. 


Ir is in this remarkable passage, that we have the 
fullest and most exact discussion of the nature of 
the resurrection body, which is to be found in Holy 
Scripture. 

1. The subject comes up incidentally, by the way 
of answering questions, supposed to be propounded 
by an objector at the outset—‘‘ How are the dead 
raised up? and with what body do they come?”' 

The objector who raises these questions does not 
appear to entertain any doubt as to the possibility of 
a resurrection ; he may be presumed to have accepted 
that as certain; indeed, with the case of the Resurrec- 
tion of Jesus before him, he could hardly have had ! 
any hesitation about it. Probably also, in view of the | 
instances of restoration to life which we have recorded 
for us in the Old and New Testaments, he would have ? 
felt but little difficulty in acknowledging the possi-/ 
bility of the resuscitation of our present bodies, ift 
they could only be reanimated before they were de- 
cayed and “saw corruption,” and also of their restoration 


A Vor, 35- 
48 
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to the life of this present world. His difficulty was 
rather on these points: How could our bodies be 
raised up after they had been dissolved into their com- 
ponent elements in the grave? aud what kind of bodies 
must we have to fit us for the life of the world to come, 
with conditions and circumstances, and indeed the entire 
economy, so different from those of this present life ? 
In dealing with these questions, which are not kept 
distinct in the following discussion, running as they 
necessarily do one into the other, the Apostle enun- 
ciates views, from which we may derive a tolerable 
insight into the nature and properties of our bodies, 
when redeemed from the power of the grave. 
2. Now “the prevailing opinion ”* with respect to 
the risen body is, as Archbishop Whately observes, 
“that the very same particles of bodily substance 
which are laid in the grave, or otherwise disposed of, 
are to be reassembled and reunited at the resurrec- 
tion; so as to form, as is supposed, the same body in 
which the soul resided before death.” But, as the 
3ame writer goes on to say, “ Paul’s words express, 
ilmost as strongly as words can, the direct contrary.” ? 
For the Apostle rejects this view, with an expression 
of something like disdain for the one supposed to hold 
i; whom he addresses as ‘‘ Thou fool;” and discard- 
g altogether the idea of the resurrection involving a 
e-collection of the scattered elements of the buried 


1 See chap. viii. pp. 133, ff. 
2 “Scripture Revelations of a Future State,” Lect. V. p. 111 
(7th edit.). 
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body, begins his discussion of the question by em- 
ploying the significant imagery of a seed sown, and of 
the plant which springs therefrom— Thou fool, that 
which thou sowest is not quickened, except it die:”? 
thou sowest it with a view to life, and yet thou knowest 
that it can only live again by passing through the 
process of death, and that decay and dissolution are 
the conditions of its being subsequently quickened. 
“And that which thou sowest, thou sowest not that 
body that shall be, but bare grain, it may chance of 
wheat, or some other grain.” The body which thou 
sowest will not spring up just as it was when sown, 
but changed greatly in nature, functions, and appear- 
ance; it will not come up as “ bare grain,” “ but God 
giveth it a body as it hath pleased Him,”* very dif- 
ferent from the seed pure and simple which was sown ; 
“and to every seed his own body,” though so different, 
yet “his own,” with its identity preserved, so that the 
new body belongs to that particular seed and it only, 
and could belong to no other. 

3. Let us consider more fully the significance of this 
analogy. A dry and withered thing, which we call a 
seed, is deposited in the ground; it undergoes some 
change; and from it, or some molecule of it, there 
sprouts up a tiny little green blade which grows into a 
stalk and develops an ear; and this expands, and fills, 
and ripens, until the full corn in the ear is produced. 
The original organism is broken up and, as it were, 


1 Ver. 36. * Ver.)37. . 5 Ver. 38. 
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dissipated, and a new one emerges from it with en- 
larged and expanded capacities. This new product, 
while closely connected with the seed sown, and hay- 
ing its origin from that seed, and its root in it, is 
yet something very different in structure, organisation, 
and appearance, and has aggregated to itself a vast 
number of molecules from earth and air and water, 
in addition to the infinitesimally small germ which it 
derived from the parent seed. Just so, our bodies, if 
they are to live again, must go through the process 
of death, decay, and dissolution, and lose all their 
former fashion and mode of being, preparatory to 
their being remodelled and reorganised into new 
structures after a more glorious form; they must, in 
short, die to live. The process we call death, with 
its consequent decay and dissolution, is no necessary 
obstacle to a thing that has once lived living again 
in some new form; indeed, the analogy under con- . 
sideration rather affords a presumption that out of the 


buried germ springs life, under new and higher circum- 


stances; and that death, accordingly, may only be a 
step onwards to a better state of life, and, generally, an 
indispensable condition for such advance in the scale 
of being. It would not, then, be a matter for wonder, 
if from the body deposited in the tomb another organism 
of very superior character, with greatly enlarged powers, 
were to spring up, which could never have existed unless 
there had been the antecedent death and dissolving of 
the elements of the old organised structure, 
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“Bare grain, it may chance of wheat, or of some 
other grain: but God giveth it a body as it hath 
pleased Him.” ! “ Bare grain” is sown; but it is not, 
as we have seen, “ bare grain” that comes up after 
the quickening process, but a changed and developed 
body, moulded according to God’s will and pleasure, 
after His fashion, and endued by Him with fresh 
properties ; yet formed strictly in accordance with the 
nature of the seed sown, and correspondent thereto in 
properties. For, if “God giveth a body as it hath 
pleased Him,” yet “to every seed his own body,” so 
that a grain of wheat invariably produces a wheat | 
plant, and a grain of rice a rice plant, and so on; 
it follows that, while the products differ from one 
another and from their parent germs, yet they always 
partake each of the nature of those respective germs, 
and of such nature only. 

And so, whatever may be the character of the re- 
surrection metamorphosis, and whatever changes it 
may involve, the identity of each human body at death 
and at the resurrection will be substantially main- 
tained; “to every seed his own body,” a body corre- 
sponding to what the man’s body was in his life on 
earth. The new body, framed as God pleases, will yet 
in every case be a man’s own, the one he had before ; so 
that he will know himself, and others will know him, 
in the heavenly life, as identically the same being, cor- 
poreally and otherwise, as he was in the earthly life. 


1 Vers. 37, 38. 
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The risen body will be a changed body; but, whatever 
be the nature of that change, there will always be some- 
thing so connecting the new body with that which 
was laid in the grave, and there mouldered into dust 
and ashes, that each man’s inner consciousness will 
know and feel that it is the same; and those who 
knew and loved the man on earth will recognise the 
same body which they once saw and felt, the very eye 
into which they once looked tenderly, and the very 
hand which they once grasped with affection in the 
long past days on earth. While, then, there will be 
a difference of structure and organisation in the risen 
body, such as God may see good to order, yet its 
essential identity with the buried body will remain 
intact ; only the new will be more beautiful, refined, 
and glorious than the old. 

We must be careful, indeed, not to press the analogy 
too far, or in the wrong direction. When the Apostle 
speaks of the “bare grain of wheat, or of some other 
grain,” in comparison with the plant that springs from 
it, he does not intend to draw attention to the fact, 
that the ultimate product of a wheat grain is wheat 
grains, or of a grain of rice grains of rice; he simply 
wishes to confine our attention to the obvious difference 
between the seed sown and the living plant—of cor- 
responding character, it is true, though so different 
—which springs from the buried germ. What he 
desires to insist upon is, that, just as there is in 
the seed the latent capacity for the production of 
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a@ more perfect, beautiful, and complex organism 
after its kind; so there is wrapped in the germ 
of the dead human body that which is capable of 
development into a higher, brighter, and more deli- 
cately organised body after its kind, the production 
of which is to be effected by the energy of the same 
Spirit of God which “moved” originally in His crea- 


tive might “upon the face of the waters ;”? 


and by 
which also the Body of Jesus was “ quickened,”* and 
raised up, “according to the working whereby He is 
able even to subdue all things unto Himself.” ® 

4. Plainly, then, there is no more reason that the 
risen body should be in structure, organism, and func- 
tions exactly the same as the buried body, than that 
the plant should be of the same form and character 
as the seed from which it grows; on the contrary, 
there is a presumption that, as the plant differs from 
the seed sown, so the risen body may differ from the 
buried body out of which it springs. The buried body 
is only the germ of the risen body; conditioning and 
modifying, indeed, its nature and development, but 
not supplying the pattern in accordance with which 
it is moulded; not absolutely identical with, yet not 
altogether different from, it. Some element or ele- 
ments of the former are employed in the construction 
of the latter; for if the new body were not to contain 
some portion, at all events, of the same materials 
as the old one, the two could scarcely be regarded as 


1 Gen. i. 2. 2 1 Pet. iii. 18. 3 Phil. iii. 21. 
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identical; and so, all personal identity. being lost, our 
risen bodies would not be owr bodies at all. It is 
well enough to sow “bare grain” in the earth, to be 
covered up and hidden underground ; but it would be 
bootless if only “bare grain” were to come up; such 
a product would not be suited to the wider sphere 
it has to occupy, and the higher purpose it has to 
serve, in the far-reaching atmosphere of earth, with 
the bright light of day shining upon it. 

5. “And so God giveth it a body even as it pleased 
Him” (ver. 38, R.V.)—“ pleased Him,”* in accordance 
with a fixed and definite law which He made for Him- 
self in the distant past—a body to suit the conditions 
of existence in another world. Our present bodies are 
suitable enough, in structure and functions, for this 
lower earth life; but for the higher life of the better 
world above, they must be changed to suit their 
environment, And we can have no difficulty in believ- 
ing that He, who from a “bare grain” produces the 
corn plant in its beauty and luxuriance, can, and 
doubtless will, from the germs of our decayed and 
dissolved bodies, bring forth organisms as superior to 
them as the corn plant to the seed sown; and suit- 
able for active existence in the more expanded and 
glorious sphere, in which we are to pass eternity. 

1 Tf we translate, as the A.V. does, ‘as it pleases Him,” it is rather 
implied that God may act more, if one may so express it, according 
to what may be His will and pleasure at the moment, instead of 


in accordance with a previous determined law of procedure, regulat- 
ing the case. 
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6. In vers. 39-41 St. Paul proceeds to deal with 
the difficulty of those who cannot understand how 
the resurrection body can differ from the present body, 
and how it can be made suitable to a higher state of 
existence; and shows that there need be no doubt 
upon these points, when we consider the vast variety 
of organisms with which the Almighty Hand has 
peopled the material world. 

(1) On earth there are bodies differing widely 
from one another. For, not to mention the vegetable 
world, with its trees and shrubs, plants and vegetables, 
flowers and grasses, and all its various species, and 
varying specimens of the same species, there are the 
endless varieties in the animal creation: “ All flesh is 
not the same flesh: but there is one kind of flesh of 
men, another flesh of beasts, another of fishes, and 


” 


another of birds;” and these various denizens of earth 
and sea and air differ from one another as widely as 
the huge elephant from the tiny mouse, the whale 
that sports in the ocean from the minnow on the 
brook side, the soaring eagle from the sparrow on the 
house-top. And all these differ one from the other 
in organic structure, and in the combination of their 
component elements, which vary in order to suit their 
different conditions and habits of life. 

(2) In the universe “there are alae ” other kinds 
of material organisms, “ celestial bodies” as well as 
“bodies terrestrial,” and the former surpass the latter 


in apparent brightness and beauty—‘ the glory of the 
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celestial is one, and the glory of the terrestrial is 
another ;” and as the men of that time would have 
thought—a notion, however, which modern science 
-has not confirmed—the heavenly bodies are com- 
posed of matter purer and more refined than the 
elements of dust and ashes which make up the bodies 
of earth, 

(3) The celestial bodies themselves are to our eyes 
distinguished from one another, varying in size aud 
intensity of brightness; “there is one glory of the 
sun, and another glory of the moon, and another 
glory of the stars: for one star differeth from another 
star in glory.” 

Now, if God can form so many different kinds of 
fleshly bodies—suitable respectively to existence in the 
elements of earth and air and sea, and fitting each 
sentient creature for the discharge of its proper 
functions and the living of its life generally—may we 
not presume, that He can and will construct bodies for 
us, differing from our present bodies just as much, at 
least, as the bodies of beasts and fishes and birds differ 
from one another now, and quite as adapted for our 
life in the world to come, as the bodies of beasts, 
fishes, and birds are fitted for their respective spheres 
of existence in this world? And this presumption is 
further strengthened, when we remember that there 
are not only these different kinds of terrestrial bodies 
fitted for terrestrial life, but also that there are celestial 
bodies equally well adapted for the purposes they have 
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to fulfil in the wider universe; and yet more strength- 
ened still, when we bear in mind that these heavenly 
bodies differ from one another, as the sun from the 
moon, and the moon from the stars, and one star from 
another star, in apparent brightness and splendour. 
As, then, God has already made so many varying kinds 
of organised material structure, is it not quite pos- 
sible, and indeed highly probable, that He may make 
for us resurrection bodies very different from those we 
possess here, and that those bodies will be as adapted 
for our life then as our present ones are for our life 
now? ‘The varieties to be found in His material crea- 
tion afford a presumption of this. Surely the Power 
and Wisdom, which suffice to create the well-nigh 
limitless number of species of organised bodies known 
to us now, are not likely to be less fertile in forming 
bodies for our life hereafter. God’s contrivances are 
not likely to be exhausted; His creative Might will, 
we may not doubt, give us bodies as admirably suited 
to our glorified being and mode of existence in the re- 
surrection state, as our present bodies are for their life 
and work in this lower sphere; and as much tran- 
scending them in beauty, agility, and power as the 
highest fleshly organisation surpasses the lowest; or, 
as celestial bodies surpass terrestrial bodies; or, as the 
bright noonday sun surpasses in apparent. brightness 
the moon and stars; or, as the light of the brightest 
surpasses that of the dimmest and faintest stars, visible 


in the starry heavens. 
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7, The Apostle—having thus shown by a simple 
analogy the possibility, and indeed the probability, of 
our resurrection bodies being different from the bodies 
we have now, and having led us on to the conclusion 
that He who made the great variety of material struc- 
tures which come under our cognisance can readily 
make risen bodies to suit our glorified spirits in the 
heavenly world—goes on, in vers. 42, 43, to point out 
some characteristics of those spiritual bodies, in which 
they essentially differ from our material bodies in this 
lower state. 

For this purpose he resumes the figure of the seed 
and plant: “So also is the resurrection of the dead,” 
ie. the resurrection of the dead is in accordance with 
the analogy referred to. ‘It is sown in corruption ; 
it is raised in incorruption: it is sown in dishonour ; 
it is raised in glory: it is sown in weakness; it is 
raised in power: it is sown a natural body; it is 
raised a spiritual body.” It must, however, be care- 
fully noted that the similitude—as indeed is usually the “ 
case with all similitudes—is not perfect in all points, 
and must not be pressed in every direction. In the 
case of the seed, what arises from it is equally cor- 
ruptible and liable to decay as itself, whereas the 
present and the risen bodies differ in this important 
respect ; “it is sown in”—i.e. the body, in its present 
condition, is endued with certain characteristics ; “ it 
is raised in”—1t.e. the body, when raised, springs up 
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again to life in a material form, endued with just the 
opposite properties. Thus :— 

(1) “It is sown in corruption.” In this life the body 
is mortal, liable to change, decay, and decomposition 
into its component particles; its cells are being used 
up, its blood is deteriorating, its store of vital energy is 
being exhausted ; wonderful as it is in its structure, still 
it contains in itself the seeds of its own dissolution, and 
as soon as it is created tends to decay, being ever 
open to the inroads of sickness or to mechanical injury. 
“It is raised in incorruption.” At the resurrection, 
while the body will be still material, and so visible 
and tangible, yet it will be incorruptible, not to be 
impaired by derangement within and impervious to 
violence from without, while its organs and members 
will never be exposed to decay or infirmity of any kind. 

(2) “It is sowh in dishonour,” buried an unsightly, 
and often loathsome, corpse, a “ body of humiliation” 
indeed, with all its beauty of countenance lost, its colour 
faded, and all its symmetry of figure and limb gone. 
“Tt is raised in glory,” ever fair and comely, beautiful 
and bright, not liable to be disfigured by sickness, or 
marred by accident, any more. Just as Moses and 
Elias on the Mount of Transfiguration “appeared in 
glory,”* and as the face of Stephen, anticipating the 
radiance of the life beyond, shone “like the face of 
an angel,” so will it be with the resurrection body. 

(3) “It is sown in weakness,” with all its physical 


1 St. Luke ix. 30, 31. 2 Acts vi. 15. 
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powers destroyed, and its senses stilled, an easy prey to 
the bird and the beast, and food for the insect and the 
worm. While it lived here, indeed, its senses were 
limited in number and narrow in range, eg. in the 
case of sight there are rays of light outside our 
range of vision, and sounds, as regards hearing, which 
our ears can never catch; its powers of locomotion 
were restricted, and we could not go where we would ; 
it was frail and easily fatigued, needing sleep and rest 
to recruit its wearied faculties, and unequal to the 
demands made upon it by the active intellect, the 
emotional soul, or the soaring spirit. ‘It is raised in 
power,” fresh and vigorous, full of energy, incapable 
of infirmity or fatigue, with enlarged capacities of 
life, expanded organs of thought and feeling, and 
new and enlarged powers of locomotion, immeasurably 
beyond those of the eagle, and such as the angels have ; 
with the old senses intensified, ¢.g. eyes that cari pierce 
beyond the range of the most powerful telescope for 
distant sight, or of the strongest microscope for the 
investigation of what is near, and ears which can catch 
the faintest harmony of the spheres; with new senses 
superadded of which we have now no conception ; 
untiring, unwearied, with full capacity for performing 
every task and overcoming every difficulty within the 
sphere and scope of their activity. 

(4) “It is sown a natural body; it is raised 
a spiritual body. There is a natural (Wvyixov),” ie. 
soulish, “body; and there is a spiritual (avevpatixor) 
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body.” Upon the accurate comprehension of the dis- 
tinction between these two bodies the whole question 
under discussion largely turns. 

8. To enable us to come to an understanding upon ~ 
this point, we begin by observing that, while man is 
usually regarded as having two parts to his being, a 
material and an immaterial,’ a body and a soul, his 
nature is really tripartite, consisting of body, soul, and 
spirit, the immaterial part being really duplex, com- 
prising soul and spirit. This is definitely stated by 
the Apostle when he prays for the Thessalonian Chris- 
tians, that their “ whole spirit and soul and body be 
preserved blameless unto the Coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.”” Of these the body is the outside covering, 
and the instrument of the soul and spirit. The soul 
includes the principle of animal life, with the powers 
of motion, volition, feeling, imagination, perception, 
reason ; while the spirit is the higher principle of 
intelligence and consciousness, by which, and by which 
alone, we can apprehend God, and are linked, as it 
were, to Him, and which was breathed by God into 
man at his first creation, differentiating him from the 
brutes that perish, ‘The neglect to observe this dis- 


1 We use the word immaterial, in accordance with immemorial 
usage, to make ourselves understood. It must, however, be borne in 
mind that it has been questioned by some, whether what we call soul 
or spirit is not an entity of exquisitely refined matter ; for it is hard, 
they argue, to understand how anything in space which has not some 
materiality can be distinguished from space. Into this metaphysical 
question we do not enter, and upon it we pronounce no opinion, 

2 1 Thess, v. 23. 
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tinction between soul and spirit has, we may observe 
by the way, been detrimental to the progress of theo- 
logy in more than one direction. 

Ever since the fall the soul and spirit have been at 
variance, and striving, as it were, for dominance over 
the body. The body has been serving both—in some 
respects, and to some small extent, the spirit; but for 
the most part, and to a far greater extent, it has been 
the instrument and organ, in short, the servant, of the 
soul. As things are in this life, of these two imma- 
terial principles the soul has proved itself to be much 
the stronger, and has prevented the body from doing 
the behests of the higher and nobler spirit; and forced 
it too much into the service of the mere animal life, 
to carry out its comparatively low, and often abso- 
lutely mean and base, purposes. Sometimes indeed, 
and in some cases far more than in others, the body 
has been permitted, if one may so speak, by its tyrant 
master, to do the bidding of the spirit, and help it in 
its higher offices of devotion, in its Godward aspirations, 
and in the active service of God—the mouth being en- 
gaged in accents of prayer or praise, or in the utter- 
ance of Divine truth; the hand occupied in writing 
what may promote God’s glory, or the higher interests of 
our fellow-men ; the feet employed on errands of mercy, 
or in “running the way” of His “ commandments.” } 

In truth, in the present state, the body seems to be 
better adapted for the service of the soul, being more 


Ps, cxix. 32. 
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congenial to its nature, more easily acted on by it, and 
more suited to express its moods, passions, and affec- 
tions; while, on the contrary, it is less congenial to 
the nature of the spirit, a less apt instrument for its 
energies, and less inclined to be submissive to its 
guidance ; and this uncongeniality is the more brought 
out into prominence, the more closely the human spirit 
is in relation with the Holy Spirit of God. Indeed, so 
thoroughly is the body subservient to the soul, that it 
is only by “ keeping under ” the “ body,” and “ bringing 
it into subjection,” ! that the spirit can, in this present 
‘state, reassert itself, to such an extent is it weighed 
down by its mortal tabernacle. 

Now at death a man lays aside for a while his 
material nature, i.e. his body, and retains in the 
intermediate state only his immaterial nature, in its 
two parts, soul and spirit; at the resurrection a body 
is restored to him, and he becomes once again, and 
for ever, a combined material and immaterial being ; 
but the body which has been given him, though 
essentially identical with that which he had before, 
yet in some important respects differs from it. 

In the present state, the soul, as we have seen, has 
the predominance, and accordingly moulds the body, 
for the most part, into correspondence with it. But 
in the resurrection state it will be quite otherwise ; 
the body will be mainly, if not exclusively, subservient 
to the spirit, and be moulded in accordance thereto ; 


1 1 Cor. ix. 27. 
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So that, just as thé present body in its members, 
organs, and features is rather expressive of the func- 
tions, energies, and emotions of the animal or soulish 
life, the risen body will in its structure, organisation, 
and lineaments be, as it were, the external embodi- 
ment of the nobler activities, impulses, and feelings 
of the higher life of the spirit, and bear and portray 
its impress and character. And thus, while the 
material covering with which the soul (ux) now 
invests itself—the spirit (zveva) being kept more or 
less under control—is called a “ natural,” “soulish ” 
(Wuxixor) body, i.e. a body of a“ soulish” kind; so the 
material covering, with which the spirit, sanctified 
and glorified along with the soul by “the mighty 
working ” of Christ, at the resurrection may be said to 
array itself,—the soul being then kept in due subjec- 
tion,—is called a “ spiritual” (wvevmatidv) body, ie. a 
body of a “spiritual” kind. In the one case the soul 
is the active, formative principle, in the other case 
the spirit; and in both cases the predominant im- 
‘ material element gives its special character to the 
material part of the man. And this is only what may 
reasonably be expected; for, if the soul now possesses 
the power of moulding or modifying bodily organs, 
so that they may be in accordance with its nature 
and suitable for its activities, we may well conclude, 
that the spirit, when it has secured the sway which 
of right belongs to it, will be able to mould or 


modify an organism which will be adapted to its more 
E 


66 NATURE OF THE RESURRECTION BODY 


refined nature and more expansive faculties. It is, 
in truth, no more strange, that there should be a 
body hereafter to be fashioned in accordance with the 
highest part of man’s nature, the spirit, and adapted 
to its capacities and needs, than that there should be 
one now, fashioned in accordance with the inferior 
part, the soul, and adapted to its more animal pro- 
pensities and lower wants. 

g. As man then, once created, has always a twofold 
immaterial nature, so also he has a twofold material 
body ; only he does not possess these two coincidently, 
as in the former case, but successively, the one now, 
and the other, after an interval of longer or shorter 
duration, hereafter. Now, as we have just seen, he 
has the caua Wvuxicov, thus called, because the \uyx7 
so predominates that the body may be defined and 
differentiated from all others by it; hereafter he will 
have the c@ua rrevuaticoy, the wvevua being in that 
order of things so supreme, that the body derives its 
characteristics and its name from it. And this fact of 
the two bodies not being contemporaneously existing 
is pointed out by the Apostle, who states distinctly, 
in ver. 46, that the lower must precede the higher: 
“ Howbeit -that was not first which is spiritual 
(wvevpaTtixo), but that which is natural (puxecor) ; 
and afterward that which is spiritual.” In the natural 
order of things, the psychical, or soulish, must pre- 
cede the spiritual, according to the usual law of 
creation, the law of development, by which the lower 
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is followed by the higher; and so the body, the 
formation of which is regulated rather by the Wx, 
necessarily precedes the one in which the predomi- 
nating moulding forces are supplied by the wvevua.. 
10. In vers. 47—49 the Apostle proceeds with his 
discussion thus: “The first man is of the earth, 
earthy: the second man is the Lord from heaven. 
As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy : 
and as is the heavenly, such are they also that are 
heavenly. And as we have borne the image of the 
earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly.” 
The cama Wvyixov, the body suited for the predo- 


-minant action of the vx, and modified especially 


by its forces, is made of the gross material elements 
of which earth is composed, and is of a corresponding 
earthly structure—is “of the earth, earthy.” Such a 
body is of necessity corruptible, and therefore mortal. 
Just so, the c@ua mrevuatixor, destined as it is for 
a heavenly existence, is organised rather after a 
heavenly model, and is composed of more refined 
materials, including, perhaps, some elements of which 
we now know nothing; while other of the component 
elements do not exist at all, or only in a lesser degree, 
in our present bodies. “As is the earthy, such are 
they also that are earthy: and as is the heavenly, 
such are they also that are heavenly.” 

Still further, the Apostle regards it as an absolute 
necessity, an inevitable law, of our existence, that we 
should exist in these two conditions of being, and with 
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these two forms of corporeity, not indeed simultane- 
ously, as we have just above pointed out, but one 
after the other; for, says he, ‘‘as we have borne the 
image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of 
the heavenly.” 

11. “Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom 
of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption ” 
(ver.50). The grosser material elements which are to be 
found in these present bodies, flesh and blood, and which 
are necessarily liable to dissolution and decay, are utterly 
unsuitable for the conditions of life in the kingdom of 
God, and for existence in the purer clime of heaven, 
where nothing that is corruptible can find a place. 
Our present organisms are well adapted for this world ; 
but something more refined and ethereal is needed for 
the world beyond the grave. Corruption is, as we 
have already seen, incident of necessity to these bodies 
of ours; but in that state no corruption is possible. 
And since “corruption” cannot “inherit incorruption” 
—a principle which depends on the necessary anta- 
gonism which exists between the two, the one being the 
negation of the other, and which is true alike in the 
abstract and in the concrete—bodies of corruptible 
material cannot exist in the incorruptible state ; and 
therefore our bodies in that state must be, in their 
component elements, and to some extent in structure, 
different from our present ones. . 

12, But it may be asked, What about those who 
are alive at the time of the resurrection, and who do 
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not die? Will they pass into the resurrection state 
with mortal bodies? Or how will it be? 

St. Paul answers these inquiries in vers. 51~53;: 
“ Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all 
sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trum pet 
shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, 
and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must 
put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on im- 
mortality.” The meaning of this passage is tolerably 
obvious. “We shall not all sleep,” i.e. die; all will 
not necessarily “pass” through “the grave, and gate 
of death;”? but “all,” living and dead alike, will 
“be changed,” undergoing a mysterious transforming 
process analogous to, if not identical with, that which 
Adam, as we shall subsequently see,? would probably 
have undergone if he had never sinned, or to what the 
Lord’s Body underwent at the Transfiguration ; only, 
perhaps, under some superadded circumstances of dread 
and awe, in order that they, as well as the dead, may pay 
the penalty of human sin. The general character, at 
all events, of those circumstances, we can partly conjec- 
ture. For it is to be noted, that this transfiguration is 
to take place immediately after the Lord’s descent from 
heaven, at His Second Advent and the resurrection of 
the-dead. The order of events is distinctly stated by 
the Apostle in another of his Epistles: “ We which 
are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord 


' Collect for Easter Even. ® See chap. ix. pp. 163, 164. 
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shall not prevent them which are asleep. For the 
Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of 
God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: then we 
which are alive and remain shall be caught up together 
with them, to meet the Lord in the air.”1 From this 
passage we learn that the Lord shall descend from 
heaven first ; next the dead in Christ shall rise; then 
the living are to be transformed. May not the solemn 
and appalling circumstances attending that glorious 
Advent—the awful and august appearance of the Lord, 
the thrilling sounds of the archangel’s voice, the din of 
the trumpet’s clang, the prospect of the opening graves, 
and the sight of the risen dead—fill the living with 
thoughts and feelings of solemnity and dread, such as 
their fellow-creatures who had undergone death expe- 
rienced in passing through the dark valley itself, with 
all its terrors and gloom ? 

This change of the living at the time of the Lord’s 
coming is to take place “in a moment,” év atone, 
absolutely a point of time, quickly as “the twinkling 
of an eye, just at the very instant that “the last 
trump” is sounded. The instantaneousness of the 
transformation is implied also in the language of 
2 Cor. v. 2-4: “in this,” ¢.e. “ our earthly house of this 
tabernacle,” we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed 
upon with our house which is from heaven : if so be 
that being clothed we shall not be found naked. For 


1 1 Thess, iv. 15-17. 
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we which are in this tabernacle do groan, being bur- 
dened: not for that we would be unclothed, but clothed 
upon, that mortality might be swallowed up of life.” 
Now we have already seen,’ that this passage is the 
expression of the Apostle’s desire that he should 
not die, but live till the Lord’s Coming, and undergo, 
instead of death, the change that shall then pass over 
the living. He evidently anticipates, that the being 
“clothed upon with our house which is from heaven” 
is to immediately follow upon, or rather be contempo- 
raneous with, the being ‘“‘ unclothed,” 7.e. divested of 
“our earthly house of this tabernacle,” just as image 
passes into image, the one coming on as the other 
passes away in dissolving views; the soul shrinking 
from being for one moment “ naked,” and anticipating 
its investiture with its new covering even while it is 
putting off the old. Suddenly and instantaneously, it 
would appear,—the transition being effected .in some 
mysterious manner,—will the old corruptible and mortal 
body (the c@ua \puyixov) pass into the incorruptible 


“and glorified new body (the cana rrevjatixoy) ; just as 


from the dark tenement of the chrysalis the butterfly, 
which has been perfected secretly, though gradually, 
beneath the covering, freed from the thraldom, bursts 
forth in a new form, and spreads its wings, bright in its 
beauty, beneath the sunlight which shines upon it. 

13. And so when—“ whether by resurrection, or by 
this glorious change,” this corruptible shall have put 


1 See chap. iii. pp. 43, 44. 
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on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put 
on immortality,” and death and the grave have thus 
finally and for ever lost their power and dominion— 
‘“‘then shall be brought to pass the saying that is 
written, Death is swallowed up in victory ” (ver. 54). 
We can understand, then, the force of the note of 
triumph which follows: “O death, where is thy sting? 
O Hades, where is thy victory?” (ver. 55). Death, 
like a serpent which has lost its sting, has been de- 
prived of all power over the spiritual bodies of the 
saved ; Hades, like a vanquished monarch, has bad to 
release its captive souls; and these, reunited to the 
bodies from which they haye been long separated, will 
dwell together in the new heavens and the new earth. 
Well, in view of this glorious and triumphant issue, 
may the Apostle exclaim, and may we re-echo the 
enraptured cry, ‘ Thanks be to God, which giveth us 
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (ver. 57). 
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CHAPTER V 


NATURE OF CHRIST’S RESURRECTION BODY 


IN a preceding chapter we pointed out, from Phil. iii. 21, 
that Christ’s Resurrection Body was the model after 
which our bodies at their resurrection were to be 
“fashioned anew.” It is clearly, then, necessary for 
our inquiry, to examine all that can be collected from 
God’s Word respecting the nature and properties of that 
Body. Our examination leads us to the following 
conclusious :— 

1. It was the identical body that had lived, and died 
on the cross, and been laid in the tomb, and not a 
different one. It had been in the sepulchre, cold and 
lifeless, and after the Resurrection was not to be found 
there, but was seen elsewhere, in divers places, alive 
and active again, ‘with the nail-marks on the hands 
and feet, and the spear-wound in the side. That 
these were not mere scars, but real open wounds, is 
evident from the fact that those on the hands were 
sufficiently large to allow of the insertion of a finger 
in them, and the one in the side big enough to admit 
a hand into it. The existence of these wounds proves 
to demonstration, that the Risen Body of the Lord was 


1 See chap. iii. p. 47. 2 St. John xx. 20, 25, 27. 
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the same in matter and form as that which had died 
on the cross, and been deposited in the tomb ; composed 
of the same or similar particles of matter, arranged in 
the same way, neither changed in substance nor in 
their collocation, the wounds being for the most part in 
the same condition, and wearing the same aspect, as at 
the time of death. St. Thomas required no less evi- 
dence of the fact of our Lord’s Resurrection than this: 
“ Except,” said he, “I shall see in His hands the print 
of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the 


nails, and thrust my hand into His side, I will not. 


a”? 


believe ;” and he obtained the sensible evidence thus 
required.} 

It will be noticed that these tests are all the more 
satisfactory, because they were applied by those who 
were familiar with Him before His Death, and there- 
fore were not likely to be deceived as to the identity 
in question, And if they completely answered their 
requirements and convinced them, they may well be 
accepted as conclusive by us, 

This point is one of supreme importance in the 
scheme of salvation, because, if Christ had not taken 
again identically the same Body in which He had lived 
and died, but a different one, He could never have been 
fairly said to have conquered death by dying. For 
this purpose it was necessary that He should be iden- 
tically the same Person as He was before; and there- 
fore that His Human Nature should be restored in its 


1 St. John xx. 25, 27. 
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integrity. And He Himself made His personal iden- 
tity rest on the identity of His Risen Body with the 
Body in which He had lived and died: ‘ Behold My 
hands and My feet, that it is I Myself: handle Me 
“and see;”! just as if He could not have been the 
same self as He was before, unless He had risen in 
the same Body. 

2. Though the Risen Body was identical with the 
buried Body—and the indications of continuity were 
many—yet a considerable change had undoubtedly 
taken place in that Body. At some time or other 
during the hours that the Lord’s Body rested in the 
tomb—most probably, at the very moment of the Re- 
surrection—it underwent a great transformation, being 
changed from a condition “of humiliation” into a 
condition “of glory,’ and passing from “a natural 
body” into “a spiritual body.” That some change 
did take place seems certain from the following re- 
corded circumstances, which show that He was not 
at once recognised, either by appearance or voice, 
even by those who were His most familiar friends and 
companions. Mary Magdalene only recognised Him 
by the well-known accents of tenderness with which 


He uttered her name, “ Mary.” ?” 


The two disciples 
on the road to Emmaus failed to recognise Him, either 
by appearance or voice, during the course of a long 
conversation and interview, when they must have had 


ample opportunity of doing so; and only succeeded in 


1 St. Luke xxiv. 39. 2 St. John xx. 16. 
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recognising Him at last, during the meal of which they 
partook together, by observing the familiar gesture 
with which He broke the bread; there having been, 
doubtless, something in His manner of breaking it 
which reminded them of the past, whether of His 
usual practice at ordinary meals, or of the particular 
mode which He had adopted at the, then recent, insti- 
tution of the Lord’s Supper! It is, however, in this 
case only fair to remember, that we were previously in 
the narrative told, that “their eyes were holden that they 
should not know Him,”? as if by some supernatural — 
influence they were prevented from recognising Him ; 
and as if it were only when the Lord pleased to make 
Himself known, and removed the restraining spell by 
His own act, that their eyes were opened, and they 
became capable of discerning Him by their ordinary 
senses. Again, the disciples by the Sea of Galilee,® 
though they had seen Him before since the Resurrec- 
tion—some of them at least twice—did not know 
who He was, till the miracle of the draught of fishes 
made them consider, and then scrutinise His Person ; 
and even then, it was only the loving heart of the 
beloved disciple that seemed, at first, as it were, by 
intuition, to grasp the conception, that it was the 
Lord they were gazing upon, so altered was the familiar 
figure, and so different were the accents of the well- 
known voice. On another occasion, we are told that, 


1 St. Luke xxiv. 30, 31. 2 St. Luke xxiv. 16. 
3 St. John xxi. 1-14. 
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while some of those present recognising “ worshipped 
Him,” “some doubted,” from not knowing for certain 
who He was.’ 

3. But though thus changed, His Risen Body was a 
real body still, composed of material particles. The 
risen Lord was not a purely spiritual being, as some 
have thought; nor did He take to Himself—as others, 
modifying this idea, have supposed—a body of material 
substance and form at certain times for special pur- 
poses, assuming it and then laying it aside at His own 
will and pleasure. He rose in the perfection of His 
Humanity, Spirit, Soul, and Body, retaining that Body, 
never more to be laid aside for ever. If Christ after 
death lived only as a spiritual being, it is plainly an 
incorrect use of language to speak of His change to a 
new condition of life as a resurrection at all. Now 
that the Lord’s Risen Body was a real body is mani- 
fest from the fact, that it was discernible to mortal 
eyes, and could be felt and handled. “ He shewed 
them His hands and His feet,”’* “and His side; ”3 
and Thomas, a week after, was invited to put his 
finger into the nail-prints on His hands, and thrust 
his hand into His side,* and seems actually to 
haye done so. This could not have been the case, 
unless His Body had been composed of substantial 
matter. And, indeed, we have His own express de- 
claration, that He was not a mere phantasm or dis- 


1 St. Matt, xxviii. 17. 2 St. Luke xxiv. 4o. 
3 St. John xx. 20. 4 St. John xx. 37. 
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embodied -spirit, but had a material body: “ Handle 
Me, and see ; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as 
ye see Me have.” ? . 

4. His Body was so far like an ordinary human 
body, and in touch with the material universe, that it 
possessed the capacity for eating and drinking. Thus 
we read that, in response to His question, ‘“‘ Have ye 
here any meat?” “they gave Him a piece of a broiled 
fish, and of an honeycomb. And He took it, and did 
eat before them.”2 And even if we omit in this 
passage, with some MSS., the word “honeycomb,” the » 
point at issue is not affected, because the statement 

“that He ate “broiled fish” still remains. This is the 
only definitely recorded instance of His eating after 
the Resurrection. From what is stated, in Acts x. 41, 
by St. Peter, that he and other ‘‘ witnesses chosen 
before of God” “did eat and drink with Him after He 
rose from the dead,” it would appear, that He partook 
of food and drink with them on more than one occa- 
sion after His Resurrection. Possibly He joined in their 
meal, when “ He sat at meat with” the two disciples 
at Emmaus, and “took bread, and blessed it, and’ 
brake, and gave to them;” and made Himself known 
to them by these acts.? Possibly also we may infer 
that He partook of food with the disciples on the 
occasion referred to in St. John xxi 5—13, for we 
read: ‘Jesus taketh bread, and giveth them, and fish 


1 St. Luke xxiv. 39. 2 St. Luke xxiv. 41-43. 
3 St, Luke xxiv. 30, 31. 
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likewise.” But neither in this case, nor the previous 
one, is it distinctly stated that He did so. 

If it be objected, that the assertion of St. Luke xxii. 
18, “I say unto you, I will not drink of the fruit of the 
vine, until the kingdom of God shall come,” controverts 
this notion, we rejoin that this is only an apparent, not 
a real objection, for the following reasons :—(1) The 
drinking referred to there is of one particular kind 
only, viz. that of wine; (2) “the kingdom of God” did 
in a very real sense, at all events in its incipient stage, 
“come” at His Resurrection; and (3) the language of 
the statement is too figurative to be pressed as an 
‘ argument against a positively asserted fact. 

It is, however, fair to observe in this connection, 
that we read in the Old Testament of angels—who 
certainly have no substantial bodies like our human 
ones, if they have any at all—eating. For example, the 
three angels—of whom one is supposed by many to 
have been “the angel of the covenant,” or the Second 
Person in the Blessed Trinity—who appeared to Abra- 
. ham in the plains of Mamre, partook of food; for we are 
told that Abraham “took butter, and milk, and the 
calf which he had dressed, and set it before them; . . . 
and they did eat.”* And again, in the following 
chapter, we read of the two angels who visited Lot 
in Sodom, that they “entered into his house; and 
- he made them a feast, and did bake unleavened bread, 
and they did eat.”* And further, from what is said, 


1 Gen. xviii, 8. ? Gen, xix. 3. 
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in Rey. xxii. 2, of “the tree.of life—-which bare twelve 
manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: 
and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the 
nations ”’—it may perhaps not unreasonably be inferred, 
that the bodies of those who are in the resurrection 
state can, aud sometimes do, partake of and assimilate 
food; though, indeed, the ordinary apparatus for that 
purpose, which is to be found in our present bodies, 


1 as some think, and 


will, perhaps, be altogether wanting ; 
the Apostle seems to indicate in the words, “ Meats 
for the belly, and the belly for meats: but God shall 
destroy both it and them.” ” 

We may, probably, reasonably conclude, then, on the 
whole, upon this point, that though our Lord’s Resur- 
rection Body could and did partake of food, yet this 
was not because such food and drink were necessary 
for its nourishment and sustenance, for it was other- 
wise nourished and sustained ; but for the sake of the 
disciples, because the Lord desired to convince them 
of the reality of His corporeity, and that His Body 
was not a mere phantasm, and that His Resurrection 
Being was not a mere spiritual entity. As has been 
well observed, He ate and drank, “‘ not because He had 
need of food for His body, but because they had need 
of faith for their souls.” 

5. That He wore clothes after the Resurrection is 
highly probable, both on general grounds, and because 
at the Transfiguration, which was a kind of anticipa- 


1 See chap. viii. pp. 146, ff. 2 1 Cor. vi. 13. 
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tion, or foreshadowing, of His Resurrection state, He 
appeared clad in His ordinary raiment, which became, 
however, “white as the light,” “shining, exceeding 
white as snow,” “white and glistering.”! There is 
no indication, indeed, in the Gospel narratives of His 
raiment being, after the Resurrection, thus bright and 
glorious; yet we may fairly assume, that He was clad, 
to all appearance, much in the same way as He used to 
be when the disciples knew Him, before the Crucifixion. 
This has been conjectured from the fact of His having 
“shewed them His hands and His feet,” ? these being 
naturally the uncovered parts of the body. But against 
this view is the circumstance, elsewhere recorded, that 
He showed them His side as well;* though Alford, 
quoting Meyer—but somewhat doubtfully as to the 
correctness of his inference on this point—from the 
language employed, takes this passage as a proof of 
the Lord having been clothed, observing: “It is 
pepe xat ide in the case of the hands, which were 
exposed, but merely dépe cai Bade in the case of the 
side, which was clothed.”* Whatever inference we 
may draw from this passage, however, we may reason- 
ably conclude that He assumed raiment—how, or 
whence, procured we are not informed, and it is 
useless to conjecture—for the covering of His Risen 


‘\. Body. If the angels at the tomb when He rose wore 


1 St. Matt. xvii. 2; St. Mark ix. 3; St. Luke ix. 29. 
2 St. Luke xxiv. go. 

3 St. Jobn xx. 27. 

4 See Alford’s Greek Testament, in loc. 
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“raiment white as snow” and “shining garments,” ! 
and those who appeared to the disciples at the Ascen- 
sion were clad “in white apparel;”? we may well 
assume, that our Lord at His appearances during 
the forty days after the Resurrection was somewhat 
similarly attired, though His raiment does not seem to 
have been specially radiant. 

6. In what respects, it may be asked, did the Body, 
which was changed and transfigured at the Resur- 
rection, so as to become a “body of glory” and a 
“spiritual body,” differ from that “ body of humilia- 
tion,” or “natural body,” which was laid in the 
tomb? It differed in the following particulars :— 

(a) It had no blood. This is suggested by the 
words of our Lord—‘“a spirit hath not flesh and 


”3 The omission here of 


bones, as ye see Me have. 
any reference to blood seems to indicate, that there 


was no blood in the Lord’s Risen Body. It is further 


noticeable that St. Paul, when speaking of the mysti- ~ 
cal body of Christ, makes the same omission, referring — 


only to flesh and bones, though the more common 
formula for expressing human corporeity is “ flesh 
and blood;” “for,” says he, “we are members of 
His body, of His flesh, and of His bones.”* From 
these passages it might fairly be inferred that, while 
Christ’s Risen Body had flesh and bones, yet it had 


no blood; and so Article IV. of our XXXIX. Articles, 


1 St. Matt. xxviii. 3; St. Luke xxiv. 4. 2 Acts i. 10. 
3 St. Luke xxiv. 39. 4 Eph. v. 30. 
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states, “ Christ did truly rise again from death, and 
took again His body, with flesh, bones, and all things 
appertaining to the perfection of man’s nature,” 
without making any reference to the blood. This 
inference receives some confirmation from the circum- 
stance, that a recent wound in the side, large enough 
to admit of the insertion of a man’s hand into it, 
must have emitted blood, if there had been blood at 
all in the body ; and there is not the slightest indica- 
tion of any such emission in the narrative. And is 
not this, indeed, just in accordance with what may have 
been reasonably expected in the case of the Lord’s Risen 
Body ? He gave His life for the life of the world; and 
therefore it was essential that His blood should be 
all poured out, once and for ever, when He died on 
the cross to give His life a ransom for us. Because 
the blood is the principle of the animal life, as is 
distinctly stated in the Book of Genesis—* the life 
thereof, which is the blood thereof.”! And that the 
vitality of the body consists in the blood is implied 
also in Job ii 5, 6, where we read that Satan was 
allowed to “ put forth” his “hand, and touch” Job’s 
“bone and flesh,” but not his blood, because his life 
was not to be affected. 

It is noticeable in this connection, that in the Old 
Testament racial identity and close personal affinity 
are regarded as resting in sameness of “ bones and 
flesh,” rather than of “ blood.” Several instances of 


1 Chap. ix. 4. 
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this may be given; e.g. Adam said of the woman, who 
was made of him, “ This‘is now bone of my bones, and 
flesh of my flesh.”’ It is true, indeed, that in the 
New Testament unity of race is represented rather 
as depending on sameness of blood; God “hath made 
of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all 
the face of the earth.”” But from the Old Testament 
view we may infer, that bodily identity rests in the 
flesh and bones at least as much as in the more 
changeable element of the blood; and so our Lord, 


when He pointed His disciples to the fact of His 


having “ flesh and bones,” not only vindicated His 
corporeity, but also the substantial sameness of His 
Risen Body with the Body that died on the cross, 
though in the former there was no blood. 

(8) It could become visible or invisible instantane- 
ously, at the Lord’s pleasure. He was able at will, 
in a moment, to veil His presence altogether, or to 
make that presence manifest; to disappear, no one 
knew whither, or to appear, no one knew whence. 
Thus, during the meal at Emmaus He suddenly 
“vanished out of their sight;”* and on two other 
occasions He just ag suddenly “stood in the midst” * 
of His assembled disciples, and then in an instant 
was gone from them. 

(y) The nature of the material particles which 


1 Gen. ii. 22, 23. See also Gen. xxix. 14; Judges ix. 2; 2 Sam. 
v. 13; 2 Sam. xix. 12, 13. 

2 Acts xvii. 26. 3 St. Luke xxiv. 31. 

4 St. Luke xxiv. 36; St. John xx. 19, 26. 
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composed the Lord’s Risen Body, and the general 
structure of that Body, were such, that it was free 
from the operation of the ordinary laws of matter. 
Thus, it was capable of passing through material masses 
instantaneously, and apparently without an effort. For 
we read, that in the room where the disciples were 
assembled both on the day of the Resurrection and 
the following Sunday, ‘“ when the doors were shut,” 
He through the closed doors suddenly appeared, and 
“stood in the midst” of them.’ It has, indeed, been 
suggested that the doors opened of their own accord ; 
or that they were opened by Jesus, miraculously, 
without any noise, and that He entered the room, 
unobserved by the disciples, while their minds were 
preoccupied by other thoughts; or again, that He 
knocked at the door, and was admitted in the ordinary 
way. But these views are scarcely tenable in the 
face of the twice-repeated statement of the evangelist, 
that the Lord entered “ when the doors were shut ;” 
plainly implying, that the entrance was supernaturally 
effected through the solid material of the doors, in some 
way or other unknown to us, and outside the sphere of 
our ordinary experience, and not within the ken of our 
senses. There He was suddenly in the midst of them— 
how they knew not—becoming instantaneously visible, 
and speaking audible and intelligible words.” 


1 Tbid. 
2 We can only, in our present state of being, grasp the conception 
of three dimensions of space at most. It is said, however, that on the 


86 NATURE OF THE RESURRECTION BODY 


Its independence of ordinary material laws is 
further illustrated by the fact, that it could move and 
act without being influenced by the force of gravity. 
And so at the Ascension it was able to rise up to 
heaven, passing gradually upwards through the air, 
past the limits of human vision, to the sky, until “a 
cloud received Him out of their sight.”? 

Yet again, Christ’s Risen Body was not subject any 
more to the law by which material bodies natur- 
ally tend to decay and death. “Christ being raised 
from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more 
dominion over Him.”2 “I am He that liveth, and was 
dead ; and, behold, I am alive for evermore.” ° 

(5) Some have supposed that after the Resurrection 
Jesus could assume at will various bodily forms, more 
or less differing from His ordinary one. This is 
inferred from Mark xvi. 12, where Christ is said to 
have “ appeared in another‘ form unto two of them.” 
But this does not imply that He assumed different 
bodies; but only that He could invest the same body 
with different aspects, and change to some extent its 
appearance, varying it more or less from its normal 
one, at His pleasure, to suit the occasion. And 
this, probably, was one of the reasons why He was 


supposition of space of four dimensions, a body could pass in and out 
of a closed box without the lid being opened, This is altogether 
outside the sphere of our present experience ; but does it afford any 
clue to this mysterious power of Christ’s Risen Body ? 

1 Acts i. 9. 2 Rom. vi. 9, 3 Rev. i. 18. 
4 érépg, another of two forms. 
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not at once recognised by His familiar friends, as we 
know on several occasions He was not. 

7. It is to be observed, that He occasionally mani- 
fested some of these abnormal characteristics during 
His earthly career, before His Passion and Death, 
For example, when the people of Capernaum were 
about to throw Him headlong down a precipice, He, 
in some supernatural manner, “ passing through the 
midst of them went His way ;”? and when they were 
on the point of stoning Him at Jerusalem, He sud- 
denly “hid Himself,” ie. made Himself invisible, 
“and went out of the temple, going through the 
midst of”*® the enraged multitude gathered in the 
temple courts, unobserved. So also, in spite of the 
law of gravitation, He both walked on the water Him- 
self, and enabled St. Peter to do the same? And 
again, at the Transfiguration, His body underwent 
temporarily a glorious change. Perhaps, all this was 
done by the exercise of the miraculous powers in- 
herent in Him by virtue of His Godhead, and through 
which His other miracles were wrought. 

_ Herein, however, lies the difference, that what was 

abnormal before the Resurrection became the normal 
condition of His Body after that glorious event; or, as 
it has been otherwise well put, ‘‘ what was natural to 
Him before is now miraculous; what was before mir- 
aculous is now natural.” ° Before His Body rose, it was 


1 See above, pp. 75-77. 2 St. Luke iv. 30. 
3 St. John viii. 59. * St. Matt. xiv. 26, 29. 
* See Bp. Westcott's “The Revelation of the Risen Lord,” p. 8. 
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subject to the ordinary laws of solid substances, e.g. 
the laws of gravity, impenetrability, visibility, &c., 
which were only temporarily and occasionally sus- 
pended, or superseded, for some certain, definite pur- 
poses, at His pleasure; because all such laws were 


but the expressions of His Divine will, and therefore — 


in their operation entirely under His control. But 
after the Resurrection the normal condition of His 
Body was one of entire freedom from the action of 
these laws, which only became operative in His 
case when and as He pleased. As has been rightly 
observed, “ After our Lord’s Resurrection from the 
dead, the condition in which His own human Body 
lived and moved, was different from the manner of 
its ordinary being and acting before His Passion. 
What had been extraordinary then, became ordinary 
now.” But all this, it must be carefully noted, does 
not militate against the fact of the reality of the 
Lord’s Risen Body; for, as the author just quoted 
goes on to say, ‘“‘that which He had sometimes done 
before His Lesurrection in regard to His own Body, 
and also to St. Peter’s body, was an evidence that our 


Lord had a real body after His Resurrection. It was 


a refutation of all doubts and objections derived from 
the suddenness of these apparitions after His Resurrec- 
tion; and it was a reply to all allegations therefrom 
that He had not a real human body at that time.” ” 


1 Bishop Christopher Wordsworth’s Greek Testament, in St. Jobn 
xx. 19. 2 Thid. 
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8. That there was something abnormal about His 
Risen Body is plainly suggested by several circum- 
stances. ‘Thus, He did not allow Mary to embrace or 
come into contact with it;' and His favoured disciples 
seem to have experienced in His presence, after His 
Resurrection, feelings of awe and wonder about His 
Person, which they did not evince before, and which 
can only be sufficiently accounted for by the circum- 
stance, that some remarkable change in Him had 
taken place. Indeed, His whole mode of life during 
‘the forty days’ sojourn on earth between the Resurrec- 
tion and the Ascension was peculiar, and different from 
what it had been previously. He did not frequent 
places of public resort, such as the temple and syna- 
gogues; He was not commonly to be seen in the 
streets and highways; He was not for any consider- 
able period of time in the society of His chosen com- 
panions and friends, nor did He usually take His 
meals and sojourn with them; His interviews with 
them were of brief duration, and ended abruptly ; He 
was not a guest at the tables of rich men, nor did 
He frequent the humble home of His dear friends at 
Bethany ; He was not always going about in all direc- 
tions “ doing good,” but was to be seen only occasion- 
ally, and for a short time; the place of His sojourning 
His friends and disciples did not know, nor did they 
venture, so far as we are aware, to ask. Now all this 
shows a change in the mode and conditions of His life, 


1 St. John xx. 17. 
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and therefore, probably, in the natuie of His Body, 
which placed it outside the range of our ordinary ex- t 
perience, and was altogether mysterious in its character. ‘ 

9. From all this we shall be safe in concluding, a 
that while His Resurrection Body was a real, yet it | 
was not an ordinary, one; that while it retained all, 
or most of, the elements of the Body which had died, 
yet that it was free from many of the confining limi- 
tations and restrictions to which our present bodies 
are subjected. As Bishop Westcott puts it, “In our 
earthly life the spirit is manifested through the body ;. 
in the life of the risen Christ the body is manifested 
through the spirit.”’ It is evident, indeed, as we 
have just seen, that it was not subject to the ordinary 
material laws to which it had previously been con- 
formed ; its mode of being and action had undergone 
a change; it was more under the control of the ani- 
mating spirit than it had been before; was more 
plastic, and yielded itself up more readily to the 
moulding, modifying influence of that spirit. In 
truth, it has been suggested that this is the meaning 
of the words, “the last Adam was made a quickening 
spirit;”” as if His spirit “no longer animated only, 
but as it were perpetually caused, its holy bodily 
vehicle.”? It was the same Body after the Resurrec- 
tion as it was before, both collectively and in its several — 
parts, and bore manifest traces of its former condition; %-$ 


1 The “ Revelation of the Risen Lord,” p. 8. 2 1 Cor. xv. 45. 
3 Moule’s “ Outlines of Christian Doctrine,” p. 100. 
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yet it had undergone some glorious transformation, 
which we can only partially understand, by the help 
of language which, after all, can only approximately 
express the exact truth of the case—a transforma- 
tion the full nature of which, with our present know- 
ledge and powers, we cannot fully comprehend. It 
was endued with new properties, being no longer in 
bondage to ordinary physical laws, and no longer a 
slave to the exigencies of the fleshly nature; able to eat 
and drink indeed, but. not under the necessity of doing 
so; needing no shelter, but sometimes seeking it when 
He pleased ; unconfined by the limitations of locality, 
with the capacity for unrestrained motion, though still 
subject. to the conditions of a circumscribed body ; 
capable of manifesting itself in a certain place, but 
not bound to that place; endued with the power of 
rapid locomotion, becoming now visible, and now 
invisible, at will. In short, His Body had become an 
incorruptible, glorious, and powerful body ; no longer, 
indeed, one of flesh and blood, but composed of those 
elements into which flesh and blood are to be trans- 
muted, so as to fit us for residence in the heavenly 
world, where corruption and mortality will be unknown; 
or, to use Pauline terms, it had been changed from a 
natural (vxicov) to a spiritual (arveupatixov) body. 
10. It has been suggested, that at the Ascension 
the Risen Body may have undergone some further 
change, analogous to that which will take place in the 
living at the Lord’s Coming, when “ at the last trump ” 
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they shall “be changed.” This is by no means im- 
probable ; and indeed some colour has been given to 
the notion from the reason given to Mary Magdalene, 
why she should not keep touching His sacred Body 
after the Resurrection: ‘‘Touch me not; for I am 
not yet ascended” *—implying, perhaps, that after the 
Ascension the Body would assume such conditions that 
frequent contact may be permissible; as if He had said, 
“Do not thus—for I am not yet restored unto you in 
the body in its final form—lI have yet to ascend to the 
Father.”? If such further change did take place at 
the Ascension—and there seems to be no reason why 
it should not have done so—we know nothing about 
its nature and character, and therefore can form no 
surmise as to what it might have been. That, how- 
ever, His Body had become surpassingly bright and 
glorious, is apparent from the aspect it presented to 
St. Paul when, on his road to Damascus, he was stricken 
down and blinded by the light which shone down upon 
him from it. 

This hypothesis has been somewhat modified by 
those who have thought, that the process of change 
from a less to a more glorified condition of the Risen 
Body, which commenced at the Resurrection, went 
on through the forty days of His risen life on earth, 
and was not perfected till the Ascension. Indeed, 
there seems to be some reason for believing, that 


1 1 Cor. xv. 52. 2 St. John xx. 17. 
3 Alford’s Greek Testament, in loc. 
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Christ’s Body after the Resurrection was still partly an 
earthy one (xorxov), and did not become a purely spiri- 
tual one (7vevzarixov) until a further transformation 
and development took place, either between the Resur- 
rection and Ascension, or at the Ascension itself; and that 
it was only fully glorified when He entered the heavenly 
sanctuary, and sat down at the right hand of God. 
Others, again, have gone so far as to think, that the 
Lord’s Body did not pass from corruption to incorrup- 
tion, z.e. did not become a spiritual body at all, until 
the Ascension ; but that up to that time the Risen Body 
was exactly the same as that which hung upon the 
_ cross, and was buried in the tomb; and that it was in 
the act of going up into heaven that the transmutation 
of the natural body into the spiritual body was effected. 
A serious objection to this view is this: if the Body 
of the ascended Lord is different from that with which 
He lived on earth after the Resurrection, then He is 
not, in the entirety of His Humanity, the same person 
in His exaltation as He was in His humiliation ; He is 
to us, as it were, an unknown friend; He is not to us 
the very same Jesus whom we seem to have known 
when He lived on earth; and so what He will be like 
when He comes again we cannot tell; but scarcely 
can the angel's words be fulfilled, “this same Jesus, 
which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come 
in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven.” ! 
But if, on the contrary, we are correct in supposing, 


1 Acts i. 11. 
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that the structure of His corporeal frame was changed 
at the Resurrection, so as to be transmuted from a 
natural into a spiritual body, yet not to such an extent 
as to prevent those who knew Him on earth recognis- 
ing Him as the very same blessed Person, who was 
their associate by the Sea of Galilee and in the streets 
of Jerusalem, who wept at Bethany and agonised in 
Gethsemane; then is He now the very same Person, 
with the same spiritual body upon which His favoured 
disciples were from time to time privileged to gaze 
for a while, during His sojourn on earth after the Re-. 
surrection; and in that same Body, wearing the same 
aspect, He will come again, and we shall see Him, 
and associate with Him throughout eternity. 

It is, in truth, a matter of great moment for us 
to be assured, that the alteration in Christ’s Body, at 
all events as regards the most important particulars, 
took place at the Resurrection rather than at the 
Ascension; because it is to the Resurrection that we 
are longingly looking forward for that great change 
in the constitution of our bodies, which is to fit us for 
the heavenly and eternal state; for what we are at 
the Resurrection, that we shall continue to be for ever, 
at all events organically and structurally —for we 
shall be capable of indefinite development. And it is 
important for us to know that Christ’s Body was, after 
the Ascension, substantially the same as ab the Resur- 
rection, for this further reason—because as He is, so 
shall we be; and if there was any substantial change 
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in His Body at the Ascension, then we have but a 
slender foundation for our hope, that we shall be able 
to recognise one another in the future state, and meet 
as old familiar friends, renewing the intimacies and 
relationships of life, and taking up once more the 
threads of our earthly existence in the purified and 
glorified life of the better and eternal world. 

11. It must be remembered, that the very idea of 
a resurrection implies necessarily some change in the 
body that rises. There is a difference between a 
revivification and a resurrection; or, as some put it, 
between an avacragis Tov vexp@v and an avacracts éx 
TOV vexpGy, t.e. a resurrection of the dead and a resur- 
rection from out of the dead. A resurrection proper is 
not a mere revivification of a certain organised aggre- 
gate of particles ; it is something more than this, involy- 
ing a transformation of the corporeal structure, which 
in some respects almost partakes of the character of 
a new creation, though it is not one. The cases of 
Lazarus and the others who were raised by the Lord 
Himself and by His apostles, and previously, under 
the Old Testament dispensation, by Elijah and Elisha, 
were cases, to speak accurately, of revivification. They 
lived and died again; but “Christ being raised from 
the dead dieth,” and can die, “no more; death hath 
no more dominion over Him.” 

It is important, from a theological point of view, 
to observe this distinction, because, unless His Resur- 


? Rom. vi. 9. 
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rection Body had been somewhat distinct in kind 
from the bodies of those who had been raised from the 
dead before He rose, He would not have been, as He 
truly was, “the first-begotten of the dead,”* and “the 
firstfruits of them that slept;”? nor would His Resur- 
rection have been, as it was, the first beginning of the 
triumphant victory over death and the grave. 

The remarkable incident recorded in St. Matt. xxvii. 
5 2, 5 3,is not, as would at first sight appear, an objection 
to the foregoing argument, as we have already pointed: 
out,® because, though their “ graves were opened ” at 
the moment of Christ’s death upon the cross, yet the 
“bodies of the saints which slept arose, and came out — 
of the graves” only “after His Resurrection,” and not 
before ; so that Christ’s Resurrection was the firetfruits 
of the great harvest, of the full ingathering of which 
their resurrection was the commencement. 

12. But though Christ’s emergence from the tomb 
was a true resurrection, it was also a revival. Thus 
we read that “to this end Christ both died, and rose, 
and revived, that He might be Lord both of the dead 
and living.”* It is important to note this, because, as 
we shall see in the sequel, our resurrection will be a 
resurrection pure and simple, and not a revival at all ; 
whereas Christ’s was both, because His blessed Body 
never saw corruption; “it was not possible that He 
should be holden of” death.° He would have been 80 


1 Rey. i. 5. 2 1 Cor. xv. 20. 3 See chap. iii. pp. 25, 26. 
4 Rom. xiv. 9. 5 Acts ii, 24. 
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“holden,” if the grave had retained any portion, how- 
ever small, of the body which had been deposited in 
it. The essence of His Resurrection lay in the change 
which took place in the Body when it rose, over and 
above its mere revival. The identical Body which had 
been laid in the grave arose, but, as we have seen, it 
was invested with new properties, and became subject 
to a new order of laws. The change in His revived 
Body was analogous, probably, to that which will trans- 
form the bodies of those who are alive at His Coming ; 
though, possibly, the transformation was not com- 
pletely accomplished till the Ascension. 

We shall not, indeed, be far wrong if we put the 
case thus: 

The resurrection of Jairus’ daughter, the widow’s 
son at Nain, and Lazarus, and of the others mentioned 
in the Old Testament as raised by the prophets, and 
in the New Testament by the apostles, was, in the 
strict sense of the term, a revivification of their dead 
bodies. 

The Resurrection of our Lord was a revivitication of 
His buried Body, as well as a resurrection proper. 

The resurrection of our bodies will be a resurrection 
pure and simple. 

13. To sum up the matter, Christ at His Resur- 
rection reassumed His entire Human Nature in its 
tripartite division, Body, Soul, and Spirit. The Body 
was revivified and raised, and reunited to the Soul and 
Spirit, undergoing a process of change and glorifica- 
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tion. The immaterial part of His Humanity, which 
had been “ unclothed” at death, and remained in Hades 
in that condition while the Body was in the tomb, was 
now “clothed upon” again, and the Human Nature was 
as complete as it had been before ; only the Body had 


been transfigured into a form of glory, “ that mortality 


v1 ’ 


might be swallowed up of life. “The corruptible ’ 
in Him had “ put on incorruption,” and “the mortal” 
had “ put on immortality ;” and so in His case, a8 
it will hereafter be in ours, ‘“ death ” was “ swallowed 
up in victory.” ” 


1 2 Cor. v. 4. 2 1 Cor. xv. 54- 
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CHAPTER VI 


WHEREIN THE IDENTITY OF OUR RISEN AND 
PRESENT BODIES CONSISTS 


1. THE Body of our Lord which rose from the tomb, 
though it was changed in many respects, and glorified, 
and not in all respects subject to the same material 
laws as it was before, was yet, as we have seen in the 
last chapter, the actual Body which had been crucified 
and buried. “ Behold My hands and My feet,” said 
He to His disciples, “that it is I Myself.” As to the 
identity of His Body, then, before and after the Resur- 
rection, there can be no doubt. 

That our present bodies, too, and our bodies after 
the resurrection will be identical, though changed in 
several important particulars, is expressly implied in 
' St. Paul’s statement in 1 Cor. xv. 42-50; where plainly 
it is the same body, which now is subject to corrup- 
tion, dishonour, and weakness, but which then will be 
incorruptible, glorious, and powerful; which now is a 
natural, but which then will be a spiritual body. The 
whole passage teaches, that the resurrection involves a 
transformation of the old body, and not the substitu- 
tion of a new one for it. 


2 St. Luke xxiv, 39. 
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Taking for granted, then, the substantial identity 
of our present and resurrection bodies, we proceed in 
this chapter to consider the question: In what will 
that identity consist ? 

2. It will not depend upon absolute and complete 
sameness of structure, properties, and functions ; though 
there must certainly be no substantial deviation from 
the original type as regards form and organisation, 
at all events in respect of its general and essential 
characteristics. ‘Nor is it necessary,” says Arch- 
bishop Whately, “in order to constitute the same 
person (whether we call it the same body or not), that 
the body should be the same in form, in magnitude, or 
in any one of its qualities. . . . Every one who says 
that so many years ago he was an infant, knows well 
that an infant is extremely different, in body and in 
mind, from a grown man; and yet implies by the very 
expression that he is the same person, since otherwise 
he could not say that he was that infant.” He then 
goes on to observe that he will not “undertake to 
explain” “ what it is that constitutes a man one and 
the same person,” though “it is plain that it is not 
resemblance of any qualities either of body or mind.” * 

Without in all respects concurring in the above view, 
which seems to put the case somewhat too strongly, 
we note that bodily identity is compatible with a 


1 “ Scripture Revelations of a Future State,” Lect. V. pp. 115, 116 
(7th edit. ). See also Whately’s “ Elements of Logic,” App. No. De 
Art, “Same ;” and Book IV. chap. 5, § !. 
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very considerable change of qualities. The body of 
each one of us from youth to age has been subject to 
great changes in magnitude, form, appearance, and 
other conditions; and yet no one doubts that it is the 
same body still. And, indeed, it is to be noted that, 
with the organs of our present bodies constituted and 
arranged as they are, physiology shows that the corrup- 
tion and ultimate destruction of them are inevitable. 
Such structures could not, humanly speaking, be pre- 
served from mechanical injury and chemical dissolu- 
tion—in other words, from suffering and disease, decay 
and death—without perpetual miraculous interference, 
t.¢. without supernatural agency ; and the resurrection 
state, when once established, though a new order of 
things, will be as natural as the present order, and will, 
like it, be maintained in proper working without any 
supernatural interposition, The organisation, there- 
fore, of the resurrection body will somewhat differ 
from that of the present body, just as their respective 
constituent elements differ. And_ this corresponds 
with what we may conclude from Holy Scripture, 
when it speaks of an incorruptible and immortal 
spiritual body, in contrast with the corruptible and 
mortal natural body. 

3. Much less will this identity consist in the same- 
ness of the component particles, and of their collocation, 
number, and order, 

“Let it be remembered,” says Archbishop Whately, 
“that for a body to be the same, it is not at all neces- 


on 
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sary that it should consist of the same particles of 
matter. Our bodies, we know, are undergoing during 
life a constant change of substance from continual 
waste and continual renewal; and anatomists .. . have 
proved that this perpetual change,—this system of 
continual loss and supply,—extends even to the most 
solid part of the body, the bones; . . . so that there 
is every reason to conclude that all the particles of 
matter which compose our bodies are changed several 
times during our life; and that no one living body has 
any particle of the same substance now remaining in 
it, which it had several years ago. Why, then,” he 
goes on to ask, “should it be supposed that the same 
identical particles of matter which belonged to any 
one’s body at his death, must be brought together at 
his resurrection in order to make the same body ; when 
even during his lifetime the same particles did not 
remain, but were changed many times over?” ? 
Physiologists, indeed, tell us that, by the continuous 
processes of the excretion of existing material, and the 
assimilation of new, the substance of our bodies is in a 
constant state of flux—a perpetual process of alternate 
dissolution and accretion going on, while old particles of 
matter are being eliminated and new ones taking their 
place; so that in the period of about seven years the 
whole is entirely changed, not one single particle re- 
maining in our bodies now which was in them at the 


1 “Scripture Revelations of a Future State,” Lect. V. pp. 114, 115. 
(7tb edit. ). 
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beginning of that period. Thus the body of the man 
is absolutely different from his body when he was a 
child; and yet it is none the less certain, that he is 
the same person he was then and always has been, 
with the same body from infancy to old age. Absolute 
sameness of matter, then, is by no means essential for 
the maintenance of personal identity. 

We thus avoid what has been felt to be a great 
difficulty in the way of the doctrine of the resurrection. 
For the body, when the vital principle is withdrawn, 
under the operation of chemical laws, decomposes and 
is dissolved into its ultimate elements; these are scat- 
tered abroad through space, and are taken up and 
assimilated by other organisms, some of them being 
re-collected into other human bodies; so that the 
same particles which composed one body at death at 
one period, may belong to another body at some other 
time, and almost necessarily, in myriads of cases, at 
death too. Hence it is urged, that all the particles 
which went to make up some particular buried body 
could not, possibly, be found in the corresponding risen 
body ; for it will be physically impossible to decide to 
which of the numerous bodies, of which those particles 
have formed part in turn, they shall be assigned at the 
resurrection, seeing that they have been the common 
property of so many. 

When we say physically impossible, we do not, of 
course, forget that to God all things are possible; and 
that He could, if He so pleased, miraculously watch 
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over and keep apart all the particles of every body, 
with a view to the regathering of them together at 
the resurrection; but we may not introduce the idea 
of a miracle without sufficient evidence, and in a case 
where there is no demonstrable, or probable, necessity 
for its occurrence. And it must not be forgotten that 
God’s Power is self-limited by His infinite Wisdom and © 
Love, so that there are some things which He cannot 
do, consistently with the perfection of His Nature. 

This view of the absolute material identity of the 
risen and buried bodies seems to have been regarded 
by St. Paul as something like an absurdity. For we 
find him, as we noted in a previous chapter,’ address- 
ing a person who is supposed to hold it, with some 
amount of scorn, as “a foolish person,” ” whose opinions 
are anything but a credit to his intelligence, however 
they might have originated. 

4. But there is really no necessity for considering 
what becomes of the dust and ashes into which the 
bodies of the dead have been dissolved, and especially 
of those particles which have passed as food into the 
substances of other bodies. For personal identity, as 
we have just shown, does not depend upon bodies 
being composed of identically the same particles ; 
indeed, it has been urged, eg. by Archbishop Whately, 
in the passage quoted above, and with good reason, 
that, for the purpose of preserving this identity, it 
is by no means necessary that the risen body should 


1 See chap. iv. p. 49. 2 3 Cor, xv, 36 (RB. V,). 
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retain one single particle of the body which was 
laid in the grave. In truth, it is quite enough, 
if only it should be composed of material particles, 
chemically of the same kind, combined in the same 
proportion, and arranged after the same general type 
of structure and organisation, so that they are in 
substance and fashion the same, though the actual 
material atoms are different. On this view, all that 
is required is, that the component atoms of our pre- 
sent bodies should be replaced by particles chemically 
similar, located in the same relative position, with- 
out any considerable deviation from the typical form 
and structure, which differentiate man from the other 
animals; and without in each particular case any 
great variation from the individual external peculiari- 
ties, which mark off one man from another. To quote 
an able article on this subject: “The identity lies 
hidden somewhere in the law and principle of growth, 
not in the material identity of the atoms of which 
we are at each successive moment made up. As the 
identity of the book does not depend on the identity 
of the paper or the binding, so the identity of the 
body does not in any sense depend on the chemical 
elements which constitute it, but only on the general 
drift of that expression, and those powers which it 


conveys and commands.” ? 


On this view, the objec- 
tion already stated against the resurrection of the 


body, that some of its particles may have belonged, in 


1 See Spectator, February 2, 1895. 
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the course of nature’s transmutations, to many other 
human bodies, at death, is disposed of completely. 

5. From some metaphors employed by St. Paul, we 
can learn what was his view, as to the amount of 
variation, in the structure and composition of the 
present and the resurrection bodies, compatible with 
their substantial identity, only we must be careful not 
to press these metaphors too far. Thus: 

(a) From 2 Cor. vy. 1 he appears to teach, that 


these bodies may differ from one another as much as — 


a tent does from an edifice of stone.’ Now these two 
structures are made of different kinds of material par- 
ticles, differently put together; and they only agree 
in so far as they have the same general form, and as 
tabernacle and temple respectively are put to the same 
use, viz. to be the shrine of Jehovah’s presence, “the 
place where” His “honour dwelleth,”” and whence 
the incense of pure worship rises up to His throne. 
(8) Inver. 4 of the same chapter he employs another 


figure to describe two changes, which take place at and - 


some time after death respectively, speaking of the one 
as the being “ unclothed,” and the other as the being 


”8 The old clouts, as it were, of our 


‘clothed upon. 
present bodies, stripped off from the soul and spirit, 
are laid in the grave, never to be renewed; and 
new clothes are woven from new material—though, 
we may well conjecture, some of the old material is 


used up with it—after a more beautiful and glorious 


1 See chap. iii. p. go. 7 Ps. xxvi. 8. * See chap. iii. pp. 43, 44. 
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fashion than the old; the design and execution being 
largely modified, yet not to such an extent as to 
altogether destroy the identity of the new and the old 
vestures, the new being to some extent of the nature 
of an additional garment (é7evduua), something super- 
induced upon the old; the whole renovated vesture 
being adapted for the external garb of our inner man 
in its new state, just as our bodies now are for its 
external covering in its present condition of being. 
(y) From the memorable analogy, in 1 Cor. xv., of 
the seed sown in the earth and the plant which springs 
from it, it is evident that though all the particles of 
the two bodies need not be identically the same, yet 
the germ at all events of the new spiritual body must 
be derived from the matter of the old natural one.’ 
This germ may be infinitesimal in size, and only the 
minutest atom of the original elements of the body 
that died; and yet God, having by His Omniscience 
followed this through all its wanderings and searched — 
it out, may by His Omnipotence make it the centre, 
round which all the other elements which go to make 
up the resurrection body will be congregated. This 
germ, indeed, may be a molecule, or a small assemblage 
of molecules, of the ether which is said to pervade space, 
or of some other equally subtle fluid incognisable by 
the senses; and from not being subject to destructive 
forces or agencies, mechanical or chemical, or in some 
way or the other having been exempted from the opera- 


1 See chap. iv. pp. 54, 55- 
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tion of such forces, it may remain intact in the grave, 
or elsewhere—possibly, in some sort of continuous 
contact with the soul—till it is brought forth on 
the resurrection morn, and made to fulfil its destined 
purpose as the nucleus of the resurrection body, when 
the rest of the matter of the original body has been 
decomposed into its original particles, and those par- 
ticles scattered to the four winds of heaven. 

6. Some, indeed, have thought, that the identity of | 
the risen body with the former one is sufficiently 
maintained by the fact of the sameness of the vital 


principle, in which our present being consists; and _ 


which, being inherent in the soul and not passing 
away at death, again aggregates to itself and assimi- 
lates, under the working of the Divine power, such 
particles of matter as may be suitable for its outward 
corporeal covering, just as it used to do in its former 
earth life. As Archbishop ,;Whately observes, in the 
treatise from which we have already quoted: “A 
man’s body is called his, from its union with the soul, 
and the mutual influence of the one on the other. 
Any one of his limbs, he calls a part of his body, or 
part of himself, on account of its connection with the 
rest of the body, and with the mind. If the limb were 
cut off, he would no longer call it, properly, a part 
of his body; but would say, that it was so, and is, no 
longer. And his whole body is considered as the same, 
and as his, from year to year, not from its consisting of 
the same particles of matter (which it does not), but from 
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its belonging to the same soul—and conveying feelings 
and perceptions to the same mind—and obeying the 
directions of the same will. So that if, at the resur- 
rection, we are clothed with bodies which we, in this 
way, perceive to belong to us and to be ours, it sig- 
nifies nothing of what particles of bodily substance 
they are composed.”' These particles, in the case of 
our present bodies, are of a grosser description ; but 
in our risen bodies will be of a more refined and 
subtle quality, so that those bodies may be fitted for 
existence in a purer and more ethereal sphere, with 
enlarged and developed properties and powers. 

7. While we are ready to allow that there is some 
show of reason in this, yet it hardly seems to us to 
sufficiently correspond with the Apostle’s analogy of 
the plant springing from the germ of the seed sown; 
or to answer accurately enough to his definite state- 
ment, “God giveth it a body as it hath pleased Him, 
and to every seed his own body.”” From both the 
analogy and the statement we are led to infer, that the 
risen body must, in some substantial way, be the very 
own body of the seed which was deposited in the grave. 
Mere formal identity, then, of mould and type, while the 
substance is entirely in all its elements different, scarcely 
seems to answer the conditions of the case, as they are 
laid down for us by Inspired Authority. In truth, the 
identity in question lies somewhere between the material 


1 “Scripture Revelations of a Future State,” Lect. V. pp. 116, 117. 
BT Gor. £¥e..a0s 
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identity of the component particles, and the mere formal 
identity referred to in the preceding section. There 
is no actual a priort improbability in the way of the 
risen and the buried bodies containing, to some extent 
at least, the same constituent elements ; for we have no 
reason to suppose that any single atom of matter has 
ever been annihilated. The constituent elements, then, 
of the bodies which have been resolved into dust in the 
grave will all still be in existence ; Omniscience will 
know where they are to be found, and Omnipotence will 
be able to gather them together again; there is nothing 
impossible to God. But, like this earthly globe itself, 
they will have undergone the process of fire, out of which 
the new heavens and the new earth will have issued in 
beauty and glory. From this glorified world He, who 
first formed the body of man from earth, can collect the 
purified elements of matter, put them together after 
a certain form, mingling with them the necessary 
germinal elements, also refined by fire, which once 
formed part of the original body; so that the soul, 
cleansed from sin, when it takes possession of its 
new tenement, pervades it with heavenly light, reni- 
dering it transparent, and capable of manifesting its 
own higher spiritual nature. Such a body would be 
a fit covering for the perfected human spirit, and be 
compatible with the full exercise of its powers and 
activities; and an enduring harmony would be estab- 
lished between flesh and spirit, instead of the constant 
discord between them which now prevails. The body, 
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- like the rest of the human personality, would be essen- 


tially of a refined character, and reflect as from a pure 
mirror the brightness of the soul within. 

8. We may conclude, then, that whatever may be 
the nature of the change in our corporeity at the re- 
surrection, our bodies will be, to all essential purpose, 
the same as they were when we lived on earth. The 
exact physical conditions of that identity are unknown 
to us, and cannot be explained, or even comprehended, 
by us; because they have not yet come under the 
observation of our senses, are outside the range of 
our present experience, and have not been definitely 
revealed to us. We shall have, however, an intuitive 
consciousness, that our risen bodies are the same as 
the old ones, just as we have that our bodies now are 
the same as they were at our birth; and others, who 
knew us in our earth life, will just as surely recognise 
their identity. And if in the resurrection state that 
intuitive consciousness of bodily identity pervades the 
soul, that circumstance alone will be sufficient to 
establish the fact of such identity; even though we 
cannot define it now, and even though we could not, 
with our fuller knowledge then, explain accurately 
wherein such identity consists. As the great Bishop 
Butler observes: “ By reflecting upon that which is 
myself now, and that which was myself twenty years 
ago, I discern that they are not two, but one and the 
same self.”* Just so, if the risen being discerns, that 


1 “ Dissertation on Personal Identity.” 
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he is the same corporeally as he was, the identity in 
question is sufficiently assured. ‘“ Consciousness of 
personal identity presupposes personal identity.”' It 
will suffice, then, for the maintenance of that personal 
identity, if the risen body be perceived to be the same 
body that died and was buried by the soul of the 
person of whom it forms a constituent part; and also 
be recognisable as such, by those who were familiar 
with its outward form and guise, during that person’s 
earthly existence. | 
9. In the view of what Christianity teaches us 
about the Judgment, the conclusion at which we have 
thus arrived is of no little importance. For if there 
were to be any defect in the identity of our individual 
personality, including that of our bodies, it would not 
seem to be reasonable and fair, that we should be 
judged for “the things done in the body,” ? @.e. in our 
present state of being; and acquitted or condemned, 
pronounced righteous or wicked, accordingly. ‘Shall. 
not the Judge of all the earth do right ?”* And 
does not His immutable justice require, that our 
bodies at the resurrection should be essentially the 
same as those in which we formerly lived, and died ? 


1 “Dissertation on Persodal Identity.” 2 2 Cor. v. 10, 
3 Gen. xviii. 25. 


CHAPTER VII 


GENERAL CONCLUSIONS AS TO THE NATURE AND 
PROPERTIES OF THE RESURRECTION BODY 


WITH our present faculties and experience, we are 
not in a position to form a clear and adequate con- 
ception of what the resurrection body will be; but 
we may with some degree of confidence put forth, as 
the result of the preceding inquiry, the following con- 
clusions, at which we have arrived by the conjoint use 
of Holy Scripture and ordinary reason :— 

1. If we had only the celebrated analogy of St. 
Paul to guide us, we should be obliged to assume, that 
we knew as little of the nature of the body which is 
to emerge from the tomb, as the man who sowed the 
first seed could have known of the plant which was 
' subsequently to spring from it, supposing him never 
"to have seen a similar plant before. But Holy Scrip- 
ture, and considerations of right reason, help us to 
some further knowledge, or at least probable con- 
jectures, on the subject. 

The risen body must be in its innermost essence, 
t.¢. in that which is the kernel of its being, the same 
body as that which was laid in the grave, though it 
may, and indeed must, differ from it in many respects ; 
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otherwise we have a case of a new creation, not of a 
resurrection, and the personal identity of the man is 
not preserved. 

For personal identity, as we have fully shown in 
the preceding chapter there is no need that the 
sensible materials composing the present body should 
be restored to the risen body, in their entirety. 

In the natural world the plant is substantially 
identical with the seed from which it springs; that 
seed being the plant itself in an undeveloped state. 
Just so, for the preservation of the corporeal indi- 
viduality it is only necessary, that there should be 
some germ—the Adyos arepuatixos of Origen—which 
was in the buried body, and from which the risen 
body, as it were, originates, as does the wheat plant 
from the sown seed. It may have resided in some 
particular recess of the present body, or been diffused 
throughout it by some inherent power of expansion ; 
it may be larger or smaller in size, perhaps merely 
infinitesimal, serving as a nucleus to which other 
particles of matter aggregate and adhere; it is, how- 
ever, not corruptible, and cannot be destroyed or 
impaired by death; but survives, kept somewhere and 
somehow by Divine providence from being incorpo- 
rated with other bodies, in order that it might become 
the seed of the risen body, and serve as a link between 
it and the buried body, of which it once formed an 
essential part. The identity, then, of the two bodies 


1 See chap. vi. pp. 101-103. 
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is not merely a formal one; but lies somewhere be- 
tween it, and that complete material sameness which 
consists in the possession of identically the same 
material particles—the same in number and kind! 
Not, indeed, that we are in the slightest degree 
under the necessity of supposing, that it would be 
an impossibility for God to reconstruct bodies, simi- 
larly organised, out of the very particles into which 
our bodies after death are dissolved. For we have 
no reason to suppose, that any single particle of matter 
is ever destroyed; the particles which compose any 
particular substance are merely separated, and re- 
aggregated into new elemental substances. And so, the 
material particles of each human body can be followed 
and watched in all their wanderings by the Omniscient 
eye; and the Omnipotent hand can recollect them, in 
their entirety, into new forms of vigour, brightness, and 
beauty, at His will. But the nature of the case neces- 
sitates no such supposition ; and harder explanations of 
acknowledged difficulties should never be introduced, 
when simpler and more natural ones are forthcoming. 
2. We have no reason, then, to conceive, that at 
the resurrection our “bodies, dissolved into dust, or 
scattered into ashes, shall be re-collected in them- 
selves, and reunited to their souls,” and “that the 
‘same flesh which lived before shall be revived.”? As 
has been well said: “This exposition is too mate- 


1 See chap. vi. pp. 104, 105. 
* Pearson—On the Creed, Art. XI., at the end. 
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rialistic, and mixes up the real and the figurative in a 
manner calculated to produce confusion of thought, 
and perhaps in these days to generate unbelief. The 
concentration of the dust and ashes into which bodies 
have been dissolved, and the reuniting them to their 
own souls, so that the same flesh that lived before shall 
be revived, is not so much an unfair tax upon human 
powers of believing, as the enunciation of a theory 
which a knowledge of the laws of matter shows to be 
untenable.”! In truth, the resurrection body will not 
be the old body of flesh and blood revivified ; it will 
be a capua without the capé, i.e. a body without the 
_ fleshly elements of the present body. It must indeed, 
almost of necessity, be composed of some more refined 
component elements; for, as the Apostle says, “ flesh 
and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God.” 

Bodies of flesh and blood are suitable enough for the 
life and work of this world, but will be absolutely 
unfitted for the environment, conditions, and occupa- 
tions of the new heaven and of the new earth; the 
natural laws to which they are subjected render it 
impossible, that they should be free from the inevitable 
tendencies to degeneration, decay, and dissolution ; 
they must be liable to infirmity and disease, decrepi- 
tude and death; their material elements, constitution, 
and organisation are incompatible with an endless im- 
mortality ; and so they can have no place in the new 


1 Bishop Harvey Goodwin, “The Foundations of the Creed,” p. 391. 
2 1 Cor. xv, 50. 
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creation of God. However our risen bodies may differ 

from our present bodies, the change must certainly be 
sufficient to secure the elimination of all the elements 
which disqualify them for the life in heaven hereafter ; 
otherwise, we could not, in a corporeal form at all events, 
enter into the inheritance prepared for us there. 

3. The resurrection body is, as has been shown 
above,’ spoken of by the Apostle as “a spiritual body.” 
This expression seems, at first sight, to involve a con- 
tradiction of terms; for it is not easy to see how the 
same thing can be a body, and yet spiritual. It must, 
in truth, be interpreted subject to certain limitations. 
It cannot, of course, mean that the body will be pure 
spirit, «ec. altogether immaterial and unsubstantial ; 
for then it would not: be distinguishable from the soul 
and spirit, of which it formed the investiture. We 
cannot expect to be able clearly and fully to grasp 
what it denotes ; indeed, as so often in other cases in 
God’s Revelation to us, words are used which express 
the nearest idea which language ‘can convey to us of 
that which is meant to be expressed, though the idea 
is but imperfect and inadequate; this must needs be 
so, because of the limited scope and grasp of our 
faculties, and the still more limited power of words to 
express profound thoughts. We are not, then, to 
expect, that the “spiritual body” will be immaterial 
and unsubstantial ; it will be material and substantial 
in a very real sense; it is only called “spiritual,” 


1 See chap. iv. pp. 61, ff. 
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because the matter of which it is to be composed 
will be much more attenuated and refined than that 
of which our present bodies are composed, while its 
general structure and organisation are more subtile 
and delicate. Indeed, the phrase originates, as we 
have already seen,’ not so much from the nature of its 
component substances, as in the fact, that its form and 
character are determined by the action rather of the 
spirit than of the soul, and are adapted to the energies 
and requirements of the former rather than of the latter, 
Our present natural, or psychical, body rather aggregates 
itself to the vx, or soul, as a kind of nucleus, and 
receives its determining conditions therefrom, and is 
adapted for its needs and desires; and is, therefore, 
formed of the grosser materials of flesh and blood, bones 
and muscles. The future spiritual body will rather 
aggregate itself to the wvevua, or spirit, as a living 
' centre, and will be modified accordingly, being made 
suitable for its organ and instrument; and will, accord- 
ingly, be composed of the more refined elements of 
matter, so as to become “an house,” “a permanent 
covering ’—unlike a movable tent, which can soon be 
taken down—“ eternal in the heavens.” 2 

There are, indeed, those who have conjectured, that 
the resurrection body will be composed entirely of the 
refined element called ether,® which is supposed to 
pervade space, and by the undulations of which it is 


1 See Chap. iv. pp. 64-66. #2 Corry. 1. 
3 Hitchcock’s “The Religion of Geology,” Lect. XI. pp. 322, ff. 
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generally thought light is produced ; or, at all events, 
of some other attenuated material substance, or subtile 
fluid, similar to it, and perhaps never yet by man 
discovered. The ether is imponderable, but yet is 
substantial ; for though it is so fine that it can pass 
through solid bodies, yet it is sufficiently material to 
resist and to retard the movements of comets, and 
affect the motion of other heavenly bodies. This hypo- 
thesis is not altogether unlike the view of the Gnostics 
of old, who—grossly erroneous as their doctrines for 
the most part were—need not be supposed in all par- 
ticulars of their belief, particularly on such points as 
these, to have been altogether wrong. Now, while we 
may admit, that it is quite compatible with many of 
the characteristics of the risen body, ¢.g. the powers of 
passing through solid obstacles, immense agility, energy, 
ludicity, &.; still it may well be doubted whether bodies 
composed of such material would be substantial enough 
to possess other properties of risen bodies, ¢.g. the capa- 
cities for eating and drinking on occasions, and for being 
seen, touched, and felt. However this may be, it would 
be a fair presumption, that the matter of which our 
bodies at the resurrection are to be composed will be 
such, as to free them from being subject to the deteri- 
orating influences of mechanical, or chemical, action, 
4. The risen body will be an actual human one, 
in general form and structure identical with our pre- 
sent bodies, and fully realising the idea of a perfect 
human body—the heavenly type, of which our mortal 
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bodies are the gross and earthly antitypes; for “as 
we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also 
bear the image of the heavenly.”! Now what that 
image, or type, is, we see in Christ’s Risen Body ; for 
we are plainly told, that it is the pattern according to 
which “our vile body” is to be “fashioned,’? at the 
resurrection ; and His Risen Body was in form, fashion, 
and configuration entirely a human one. This fact is 
not incompatible with, but rather favours, the notion, 
that the whole reorganised structure will be built up 
on a more cominodious and beautiful plan, than “the 
body of this death,” so as to be adapted for the more 
spiritual existence of the other world. We are now | 
in the form of “the first man, of the earth, earthy ;” 
we shall then be in the more glorious form of “the 
second man,” “the Lord from heaven.” “As is the 
earthy, such are they also that are earthy: and as is 
the heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly.” 3 
5. It is by no means absolutely certain, that all the 
parts of our present bodies will be reproduced in their 
entirety in our risen bodies. The Apostle’s illus- 
tration from the vegetable world, “That which thou 
sowest, thou sowest not that hody that shall be,” * 
seems to imply substantial differences between the 
two; and the existence of such diversity is further 
confirmed by his definite statement, “ Flesh and blood 
cannot inherit the kingdom of God.”° Is it not fair 


1; Cor. xv. 49. 2 Phil ah. 23: 3 1 Cor. xv. 47, 48. 
£ pn Corgxve97. 5 1 Cor, xv. 50. 
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also to conclude, that what is denoted by the phrase 
“spiritual body ” must necessarily, in some substantial 
particulars, differ from what is denoted by the phrase 
“natural (soulish) body”? The present body con- 
tains a twofold organisation, a lower and a higher ; 
the lower and grosser—connected with the reception 
and assimilation of food, and the reproduction of the 
species—which we have in common with the lower 
animals ; the higher—connected with the processes of 
mind, the emotions, and the spiritual activities—wbhich 
we have, perhaps, in common with the angels and other 
created intelligences, and whereby we are brought 
into contact with spheres of thought and activity out- 
side that in which we live and move. Now some have 
thought, as we shall see in the ensuing chapter,’ that 
the lower of these organisations will be entirely absent 
from the risen body; but we shall give reasons for 
believing this notion to be untenable. 

In a modified form of this view, it is suggested 
that, though the organs of this lower system will not 
be altogether absent from the risen body, yet they will 
exist in it only in a rudimentary and undeveloped 
form, as is often the case with respect to certain parts 
of the bodily structure in animals now. This modified 
forin of the theory in question is not open to the objec- 
tions against it, at all events to the same extent. 
That such organs, if they will be found at all in the 
risen body, can have no functions necessary for its 


1 See chap. viii. pp. 146, ff. 
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existence or well-being to discharge, may be at once 
admitted ; and, therefore, it is highly probable, that they 
will not be fully developed, just as there are rudimen- 
tary parts to be found in our present bodies. But, on 
the ather hand, it may be regarded as almost certain, 
that the organs of the body which are employed in 
thought, and the expression of thought, and the higher 
life of man generally, will be greatly expanded and 
strengthened, in proportion as the sphere of their. 
energies will be widely extended, and their action less 
impeded. While, then, that portion of our complex 
material organism, which discharges the functions of 
our mere animal life, will be only barely developed, 
and for the most part, if not altogether, dormant ; that 
portion which is concerned with the processes of our 
higher intellectual, emotional, and spiritual being, on 
the contrary, will be in a state of greatly advanced 
developinent, and of intense and vigorous activity. 

6. The risen body will be free from the necessity, 
incident to this present state, of receiving food for its 
nutriment and sustenance ; at all events it will be free 
from the carnal appetites which lead to eating and 
drinking; for in the resurrection state “they shall 
hunger no more, neither thirst any more.”’ Not, 
indeed, that they will be incapable of partaking of 
food on occasions; for the Lord Jesus Himself speaks 
of drinking of the ‘fruit of the vine . . . new with” 
His disciples, “‘in” His “ Father's kingdom.” ” And 


' Rev. vii. 16. 2 St. Matt. xxvi. 29. 
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one of the promises to “him that overcometh” in the 
Christian warfare is, that he shall “eat of the tree 
of life,” i.e. of the fruits of that tree, ‘‘ which is in 
the midst of the paradise of God.”1 That spiritual 
bodies can, under certain circumstances, partake of 
material nutriment is shown, as we haye already 
pointed out,” by the case of the three angels who visited 
Abraham in the plains of Mamre, and ate the food 
which he and his wife Sarah had prepared for them, 
under the tree at his tent door;* and also by the 
case of the two angels in Sodom, who are repre- 
sented as eating of the feast and the unleavened 
bread, which Lot set before them.* May we not 
also fairly refer, in this connection, to the description 
of manna in the Psalms as ‘the corn of heaven,” 


795 Asin the resurrection we shall 


6 


and ‘‘ angels’ food 
it is 
reasonable to presume, that we shall resemble them in 


be isayyeAot, like or “equal to the angels, 


this characteristic as well as in others. Whether this 
eating and drinking will be indispensable for the sus- 
tenance of our risen bodies, or not, or whether it may 
serve some other purpose, and if so, what that purpose 
may be, we cannot say ; but any-way it seems to point 
to the existence of a nutritive system in some state of 
development in those bodies. 

7. There will be no marriage in the resurrection 
state. This we are expressly told by the Lord Jesus 


1 Rev. ii. 7. 2 See chap. v. p. 79. 3 Gen. xviii. 1-8. 
_* Gen, xix. 1-3. 5 Ps, Ixxviii. 24, 25. 8 St. Luke xx. 36. 
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Christ Himself: “In the resurrection they neither 
marry nor are given in marriage, but are as the angels 
of God in heaven ” ‘a passage which we have already 
fully discussed in chapter iii” We have only here 
to repeat that, though there will be no continuance of 
the sexual appetites and functions, yet the sexual dis- 
tinction will, doubtless, remain; for the difference is such 
an essential and fundamental one in the present con- 
dition of human existence, that personal identity could 
scarcely be preserved, if that distinction were abolished. 
All that is gross and carnal indeed in the material 
conditions thereof will, of course, have passed away ; 
but the distinction itself will endure, modifying in some 
way or other the state and relations of the blessed in- 
habitants of heaven. “He who created both sexes,” 
says St. Augustine, “ will restore both. . . . The Lord 
denied that there would be in the resurrection, not 
women, but marriages,” * 

8. From these general considerations as to the 
matter, form, and organisation of the risen body, we 
proceed to consider some of its leading properties, so 
far as can be gathered from what is revealed to us. 

(a) Lncorruptibility.— Whatever its component sub- 
stance may be, and whatever may be its form and 
organisation, the risen body will not be, like our pre- 
sent bodies, subject to the laws of decay, dissolution, 
and death. ‘They are corruptible and mortal, but it 


1 St. Matt. xxii. 30; of. St. Mark xii. 25, and St. Luke xx. 35, 36. 
2 See pp. 31-33. S$ Ibid. ‘ De Civitate Dei, Book XXII. c. 17. 
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is incorruptible and immortal; the body, which “is 
sown in corruption, is raised in ‘incorruption,” “ for 
this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this 
mortal must put on immortality ;” “neither doth cor- 
ruption inherit incorruption;”* and in the resurrec- 
tion state “there shall be no more death.”” Now no 
material body, so far as we are aware, is free from the 
dissolving action of chemical and mechanical forces, 
and is able to withstand the processes of corruption 
and dissolution. The question, therefore, may fairly be 
asked: How can bodies composed of material elements 
at all, however refined those elements may be, possibly 
be kept from the tendency to decay and destruction, 
which all combinations of matter must sooner or later 
undergo? We reply, that the matter of which the 
risen body is to be composed may, possibly, be free 
from these inevitable laws of destruction, though we 
may not be aware at present of the existence of any 
matter of sucha kind. But it is not necessary to adopt 
any such hypothesis; indeed, God “ only hath immor- 
tality,’ ie He alone hath it inherently and as an 
essential part of His being; all His creatures, intelli- 
gent and unintelligent, angelic or human alike, are 
only immortal by reason of His favour and through 
the operation of His power. So, then, we cannot 
suppose that the resurrection body will be per se in- 
corruptible and immortal; but, on the contrary, we 
must conceive that in itself it will, and must be, subject 


1 1 Cor. xv. 42, 50. 2 Rev. xxi. 4. 
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to the ordinary law, that matter left to itself ulti- 
mately undergoes a change, and is dissolved into its 
component elements, 2.e. is subject to corruption, though 
subsequently its component particles may be re-collected 
into new bodies. This may be the natural tendency ; 
but it may be averted by the direct interposition of God, 
who can keep the body undissolved and indissoluble 
everlastingly, by some instrumentality, unknown to us, 
acting upon them, perchance, as the fruit of the tree 
of life did upon the bodies of our first parents in 
paradise.’ Or, again, the risen body may be. incor- 
ruptible and immortal by reason of the vital principle | 
in the being with which it is associated; for, though 
this vital principle may not be per se everlasting, yet 
it will be everlastingly sustained by virtue of its union 
with the incarnate and risen Christ, the representative 
man, the Second Adam, who is “the resurrection and 
the life,” and in whom “ whosoever liveth and believeth 
shall never die.” ” : 

We may observe, in passing, that there is a differ- 
ence between the immortality of man, and that of the 
angels. ‘The angels were at first created to be im- 
mortal, whereas man was created mortal. Hven Adam 
had he never fallen would, most probably, have died ; 
unless, indeed, he had previously been translated to a 
better state, and his body undergone the change to 
which the bodies of Enoch and Elijah were subjected, 
and which the bodies of the saints who are alive at 


1 See chap. ix. pp. 162, 163. 2 St. Jobn xi. 25, 26. 
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Christ’s coming will undergo. The immortality of 
man’s nature, body as well as soul, is only secured 
to him by the sacrifice of the Death of Christ, and 
in virtue of the power of His Resurrection ; as He 
Himself has expressly said, “ Because I live, ye shall 
live also,” ® : 

Indeed, it is only through union with Him, that 
men derive the capacity of resuming their bodies at 
the resurrection at all; for ‘as in Adam all die, even 
so in Christ shall all be made alive.”* As a conse- 
quence of this, their resurrection bodies are necessarily 
incorruptible and immortal; for He “ brought life 
and immortality to light through the gospel ;”* and 
He endued our humanity with those attributes. “The 
grave and gate of death” once passed, in Him and 
through Him, there can “be no more death,”® for 
“death and Hades” “are cast into the lake of fire;” ° 
in other words, the possibility of any subsequent 
dissolution of soul and body, and of existence in a 
disembodied state for the future eternity, is done away 
with by His Death and Resurrection. 

(8) Impassibility.—As the risen body will be incor- 
ruptible, so it will be exempt from physical sufferings 
and discomfort of any kind; for as “there shall be 
no more death . . . neither shall there be any more 
pain;”” “neither shall the sun light on them, nor 


1 See chap. ix. pp. 163, 164. 2 St. John xiv. 19. 
3; Gor, xv222. 4 2 Tim. i. 10. 5 Rev. xxi. 4. 
6 Rev, xx. 14. 7 Rev. xxi. 4. 
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any heat,”? 


v.e. there shall be nothing to occasion 
them inconvenience, or fatigue. This quality of the 
spiritual body is only what may naturally be expected 
to characterise it, when we consider the purity of the 
materials of which it is to be composed, and the per- 
fection of its organisation ; still it is due also, no 
doubt, to the ever-present and gracious working of . 
the Son of God in those who have been, and will be 
ever, in such close union with Himself as members of 
His mystical body. 

(y) Subtilty.,—The risen body will be of exquisitely 
refined material, approximately imponderable (sine 
onere et pondere), and endued with the capacity of be- 
coming visible or invisible, at all events to such eyes 
as those of our present mortal frames, at will. The 
normal condition of its being will be similar to what 
our Lord’s body was abnormally, when, before His 
resurrection, He walked on the Sea of Galilee,*® or 
when He passed unobserved through the midst of the 
thronging multitude;* and to what it was normally 
after His resurrection, when He passed through closed 
doors, and when He suddenly “stood in the midst of” 
His disciples,’ and as instantaneously “ vanished out 
of their sight.” ° 

(6) Agility—Our present bodies are heavy, and 


1 Rev. vii. 16. 

2 Subtilitas. See Catech. Concil. Trid., Part I. c, 12. 

3 St. Matt. xiv. 25; St. Mark vi. 48; St. John vi. 19. 

4 St. John viii. 59. 

5 St, Luke xxiv. 36; St. John xx, 19, 26. 6 St. Luke xxiv. 31. 
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slow in their movements; but the risen body will be 
intensely active, and, as St. Augustine says, “will be 
altogether nimble and quick in motion.” “ For we 
ought to believe that we shall have such bodies that 
we may be there where we may wish at the moment 


we have wished it,”! 


For, being as the angels, we 
shall have the same powers of rapid locomotion that 
they have; and how great these are, is evident from 
what we read in the Book of Daniel of the angel 
Gabriel, who, while Daniel was yet praying, received 
orders to leave the heaven of heavens, the centre of 
the universe, where God specially manifests His pre- 
sence, started on his journey, and was present with 
the prophet before he had finished his supplica- 
tions.” The speed with which he travelled may thus 
reasonably be supposed to have been far greater than 
that of light, which is about 192,000 miles per 
second. The usual ascription of wings to angels, 
also, is indicative of their agility and capacity for 
rapid motion. 

(ce) Strength.—That the angels are endowed with 
great strength appears from the Psalmist’s apostrophe 
tothem: “ Bless the Lord, ye His angels, that excel in 
strength.” ® So we read of an angel rolling away from 
the sepulchre of Christ the stone, which is described as 


94 


“very great. Again, an angel was strong enough 


1 Serm. 241, c. 7; and 242, c. 3 (Migne’s Edit., vol. v. pp. 1137, 
pp. 1137 
1140). 2 Dan. ix. 20-23. 
3 Ps. ciii. 20. * St. Mark xvi. 4. 
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to take off at once the chains which bound St. Peter, 
and to force the fastenings of, and open, the prison 
doors! One angel, indeed, is spoken of as sufficiently 
powerful to be able to subdue and enchain the great 
fallen archangel, once his fellow, Satan himself; for 
St. John tells us, that in one of his visions he “ saw 
an angel come down from heaven, having the key of 
the bottomless pit and a great chain in -his hand. 
And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, 
which is the devil, and Satan, and bound him a thou- 


2 


sand years.” So strong, in its measure and degree, 


will the risen body be; ‘“‘ sown in weakness,” it will be 


”3 Here we soon become weary and 


“raised in power. 
tired out, whether with labour or pleasure ; but there 
we shall experience no exhaustion and no sense of 
fatigue, though we shall “rest not day and night,” * 
but be ever engaged in active service, “day and night 
in His temple.” ° 

({) Lucidity.—The risen body will be bright, beauti- 
ful, and glorious. ‘“ You see,” says St. Augustine, 
‘that to the bodies of the saints brightness has been 
promised, and a diversified kind of brightness, because 
the deserts of their love are diverse.” ° Our present 
bodies are “ bodies of humiliation,”’ subject to disfigure- 
ment, distortion, and injury, and liable to the unsightli- 


ness incident to decay ; and become at death putrifying 


1 Acts xii. 7, 10. 2 sReyssxx. 112: 3: Cor. xv. 43. 
4 Rev. ‘iv. 8. 5 Rev. vii. 15. 

6 Serm. 241, c. 8 (Migne’s Edit., vol. v. p. 1158). 

7 Phil. iii. 21 (R.V.). 
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corpses, which, to save the senses of the living from 
shrinking disgust, have to be speedily buried out of 
our sight, and then soon become food for the worm, and 
moulder into dust. But our bodies at the resurrection 
will be invested with transcendent beauty and unfad- 
ing brightness; there will be nothing to mar the 
symmetry of their form, or disfigure the perfect con- 
tour and brilliance of their features; for they will be 
fashioned like unto the Redeemer’s “ body of glory,”! 
to “shine as the sun in the kingdom of their Father.”? 
“Sown in dishonour, it is raised in glory”*—such glory 
as that of Christ, when on the Mount of Transfigura- 
tion “ His face did shine as the sun, and His raiment 
was white as the light,” “exceeding white as snow, so 
as no fuller on earth can whiten them,” “white and 
glistering ;” * such glory as that with which the glori- 
fied Son of man is described to have been invested, 
when He appears in the midst of the seven golden 
‘candlesticks —‘“ clothed with a garment down to the 
foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle. 
His head and His hairs were white like wool, as white 
as snow; and His eyes were as a flame of fire; and 
His feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a 
furnace; and His voice as the sound of many waters. 
And . . . His countenance was as the sun shineth in 
his strength.”° Some such appearance as this, we are 
warranted in assuming, the risen bodies of the saved 


1 Phil. iii. 21 (R.V.). 2 St. Matt. xiii. 43. 3 1 Cor. xv. 43. 
* St. Matt. xvii. 2; St. Mark ix. 3; St. Luke ix. 29. 5 Rev. i. 13, 14. 
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will wear; for “we know that, when He shall appear, we 
shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is.” ?! 

9. Possessing such a nature, and being endued » 
with such properties as these, it goes without saying, 
that the risen body will be a perfect engine, ever at 
the disposal of the spirit for the accomplishment of its 
work. Our present bodies are, as we have seen,” for 
the most part the tools and instruments of our animal 
souls ; and are only very partially, and for short periods 
of time, lent, as it were, to our spirits; and very im- 
perfect and clumsy instruments they are when s0 
employed ; for, from their many defects and infirmities, 
and from the many impediments to their free action— 
arising out of the necessity of supplying the wants, and 
of serving the passions and appetites of the animal lives, 
and the equal necessity of taking complete rest and re- 
pose—they can only very inadequately respond to the 
desires, and fulfil the biddings, of the spirit within us. 
The spiritual body, on the other hand, will be entirely 
adapted for the use of the spirit;* needing no food 
nor rest, it will never grow weary nor become dull; 
but will be ever ready to do the spirit’s work, and 
to carry out, with calm and unfailing energy, its 
behests; and will, without let or hindrance, be en- 
tirely under its control, and obedient to its slightest 
impulses. As the soul dominates our present soulish 
bodies, so will the spirit rule with absolute sway over 
our spiritual bodies in the resurrection state. 


1 1 John iii. 2. 2 See chap. iv. pp. 63, 64. 
8 See chap. iv. pp. 65, 66. 
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SOME OTHER VIEWS AS TO THE NATURE OF 
THE RESURRECTION BODY 


1, THE view undoubtedly most prevalent in the Chris- 
tian Church has been, that the identical particles 
which formerly composed the body at the time of 
death, will be re-collected from all quarters, and re- 
constructed into the very same body that once lived 
on earth, which will then be revivified. This view is 
embodied in that form of the Apostles’ Creed which 
we find in our Baptismal Office, and which speaks of 
“the resurrection of the flesh (carnis);” whereas in the 
more usual form the corresponding phrase is “the 
resurrection of the body (corporis).” It was held by 
most of the early Fathers. 

Thus Justin Martyr asks, “Shall not God be able 
to bring together again the decomposed members of 
the flesh, and make the same body as that which was 
formerly produced by Him?” ?! 

Tatian says, “ Even though fire destroy all traces of 
my flesh, the world receives the vaporised matter ; 
and though dispersed through rivers and seas, or torn 
in pieces by wild beasts, I am hid up in the store- 


1 Fragments of lost treatise on the Resurrection, chap. vi. 
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houses of a wealthy Lord. And... God the Sove- 
reign, when He pleases, will restore the substance that 
is visible to Him alone to its pristine condition.” } 

Again, Tertullian, arguing against the Gnostics, 
states expressly, “So the flesh shall rise again wholly 
in every man in its own identity, in its absolute 
integrity ;” ? while he states generally, that the very 
same body as that which was deposited in the earth 
will be raised. 

St. Jerome, we are told, “maintained the identity 
of the resurrection body with that laid in the grave 
in respect to the very hairs and teeth. This last he 
thinks is proved by the reference to the gnashing of 
teeth in the world of woe.” ® 

Once more we find even the great St. Augustine— 
who in his earlier career seemed inclined to adopt the 
more spiritual view of the nature of the resurrection 
body—teaching that, for “the resuscitation and re- 


6 


animation of our bodies,” “all the portions which have 
been consumed by beasts or fire, or have been dis- 
solved into dust and ashes, or have decomposed into 
water, or evaporated into the air,” can be recalled; as 
if that were necessary for the purpose. And he goes 
on to answer the question, ‘“‘To whom in the resur- 
rection will belong the flesh of a dead man which has 


become the flesh of a living man ?””—giving, as a par- 


1 Ad Grecos, chap. Vi. . 2 De Resurrectione Carnis, chap. xiii. 
3 Shedd’s “History of Doctrine,” vol. ii, pp. 404, 405 (T. & T. 
Clark). 
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ticular illustration of the difficulty under consideration, 
the case of one man under the pressure of hunger 
eating the flesh of another—by stating, that “that 
flesh shall be restored to the man in whom it first 
became human flesh;” “for it must be looked upon 
as borrowed by the other person, and, like a pecuniary 
loan, must be returned tothe lender.” This notion he 
makes dependent upon what can only be regarded as 
a curious. physical error: “all the flesh which hunger 
has consumed finds its way into the air by evapora- 
tion, whence,” he truly enough adds, “ God Almighty 
can recall it.” In the following section of his great 
work he goes on to conclude generally, that “ what- 
ever has been taken from the body, either during life 
or after death, shall be restored to it, and, in conjunc- 
tion with what has remained in the grave, shall rise 
again, transformed from the oldness of the animal body 
into the newness of the spiritual body, and clothed in 


incorruption and immortality.” ? 


This is plainly an 
exposition of the doctrine, that the resurrection body 
shall resume all the particles of matter which it had 
during life, or at all events at the time of death. 

It is easy to see the reason why this view was 
urged by so many of the early Fathers. The Gnostic 
sects, which infested and harassed the Church from its 
earliest days, and for many centuries—mingling as they 
did Oriental philosophy with crude notions of Chris- 


tianity—regarded matter as essentially evil, and the 


1 De Civitate Dei, Book XXII. secs. 20 21, 
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source of all sin and misery to the soul. They held, 
therefore, that when the soul was once emancipated 
from its material associate, reunion with matter could 
only be bad for it, and inconsistent with its happiness 
and perfection; and so, that no resurrection of the 
body in a real and substantial form was to be expected 
—in short, that the resurrection was a purely spiritual 
one. St. Jerome expressly tells us that the particular 
phraseology of the article in the Creed, “I believe in 
the resurrection of the flesh,’ was adopted to meet 
the Gnostic notion, that the resurrection body was to 
be quite unsubstantial, composed of mere particles of 
air and light. As Neander observes of the Church. 
Fathers, “Their over-anxious adherence to the letter, as 
well as their opposition to the Gnostics, led them not 
unfrequently to understand the doctrine of the resur- 
rection in too gross and material a way, and to form too 
narrow and limited conceptions of the earthly body.” ? 
That this conception of the resurrection, which 
regarded it as a mere resuscitation of the buried 
remains, largely prevailed in the Medizeval Church, is 
indicated by the reverence shown for the bones and 
other relics of the saints; and is apparent in the writ- 
ings of the Schoolmen, who held and taught it gener- 
ally, though not universally ; for John Scotus Hrigena 
adopted rather Origen’s earlier notion on the subject.’ 


1 Neander, “Church History,” vol. ii. pp. 402, 403 (Bohn’s Trans- 


lation). 
2 Hagenbach, “History of Doctrines,” vol. ii, sec. 204 (Clark’s 
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Thus Thomas Aquinas thought: ‘“ No other matter will 
rise from the grave than that which existed in the 
moment of death.”! Finally, this view, with many 
other erroneous ones on other subjects, was endorsed by 
the Council of Trent; which taught that not only the 
very body which belonged to éach one, although it has 
been corrupted and returned to dust, is to be raised 
to life, but all that appertained to its beauty and 
adornment is to be restored to it, even the very hairs 
of the head.” 

This view involves, as we have already shown, 
scientific difficulties of a serious character. As the 
late Bishop Harvey Goodwin aptly observes: “The 
theory implies that the particles of matter into which 
a body has been resolved are reserved in such manner 
as to be capable of identification, and of being claimed 
for the soul to which they belong. This is not and 
cannot be so.” * 

It is, moreover, not supported by Holy Scripture, as 
must be evident from what has been said in the fore- 
going discussion. For, though it is apparently sup- 
ported by the words of Job, “In my flesh shall I see 
God ” °—if we are to take them as they are translated in 
our English version, and press closely their meaning— 
yet, as we have already seen when we were considering 
that passage, the original is capable of a very different 


1 Summa Theol., Part III. Qu. 75, quoted by Hagenbach, ibid. 
2 Catech. Concil. Trid., Part I. c. xii. secs, 9 and 10. 

3 See chap. vi. p. 103- 

4 “The Foundations of the Creed,” p. 391. § Job xix. 26. 
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rendering.’ It is plainly not the doctrine of St. Paul, 
who says distinctly, “flesh and blood cannot inherit 
the kingdom of God;”? and who, as we have ex- 
plained,’ in his famous comparison of the seed sown 
and the full corn plant springing therefrom—the 
former representing thé buried body and the latter 
the risen body—teaches, undoubtedly, that while the 
risen body has its germ in the buried body, yet it is 
not composed of the same component particles, with 
the exception, probably, of an almost infinitesimal por- 
tion of them, which serve as a connecting link between 
the two. Indeed, we claim to have abundantly shown 
that the resurrection is not a ‘resurrection of the 
flesh,” though it is “a resurrection of the body;” 
ie. not so much an avactacis TOY vexpoy as an 
avagTacis ek Tay vexpav ; or, in other words, it is a 
resurrection owt of the world of dead matter rather 
than of the specific decayed, dissolved, and scattered 
materials themselves. : 

2. The opinions of Origen as to the resurrection 
body varied at different periods of his career. At one 
time he appears, like Clement of Alexandria, to have 
adopted a spiritualising view of the resurrection; as 
his followers undoubtedly did, and were consequently 
anathematised by the fifth general Council, or the 
second of Constantinople (A.D. 553). On the whole, 
however, he seems to have steered a middle course 


1 See chap. ii. pp. 16, 17. 2 1 Cor. xv. 50. 
3 See chap. iv. pp. 49, ff. 
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between the Gnostic view, and the gross and material 
conception of the resurrection body; held by so many 
of the Fathers; for he teaches that, beneath the 
changeable phenomenal earthly body there is a certain 
eternal and ideal form (efdos), which is its proper 
essence, lying at its foundation, and which, throughout 
_ all the changes which the body undergoes in its earthly 
life, remains unchanged. ‘This proper essence, as the 
basis of the body, would by the operation of the Divine 
power be awakened to a nobler form, corresponding 
to the ennobled character of the soul ; so that, as the 
soul had communicated its own peculiar stamp to the 
earthly body, it would then communicate the same to 
the transfigured body.” 

This essence lying within the body he regards as a 
Adyos orepuatiKos—an essence which is, or contains, 
a corporeal substance, which is always preserved in the 
general substance of the body, lying latent therein ; 
and from which, not being itself subject to corruption, 
the body is raised in incorruption. “We do main- 
tain,” says he, “that as above the grain of wheat there 
arises a stalk, so a certain power (Adyos) is implanted 
in the body, which is not destroyed, and from which 
the body is raised up in incorruption.” ” Elsewhere 
he has recourse to his doctrine of matter (vAy) as the 
basis of the material world, and capable of receiving 
different qualities, of a higher or lower kind, according 


1 Neander, ‘‘ Church History,” vol. ii. p. 403 (Bohn’s Translation), 
2 Orig. C. Cels.,WBook V. c. 23. 
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to the formative power of God, at His will. Thus, 
arguing against Celsus, he expresses himself as fol- 
lows: “The matter which underlies bodies is capable of 
receiving those qualities which the Creator pleases to 
bestow; . . . so that, if God so willed, one quality is at 
the present time implanted in this portion of matter, 
and afterwards another of a different and better kind.” ! 

As to the particular form which the resurrection 
body will take, he appears to be quite uncertain ; 
for, speaking of certain heretics who denied the resur- 
rection of the dead, he observes: “If, as a matter of 
course, they shall say that every body is certainly 
fashioned according to some definite shape, we shall 
ask them if they can point out and describe to us the 
shape of a spiritual body; a thing which,” he goes on 
to say, “they can by no means do.”” Elsewhere he 
expresses an opinion, that it would be a capa atBépov 
TE Kal aatpoees TH TXHuaTI, 1.¢. a body of ethereal 
materials and spherical in figure. We may notice, by 
the way, that this is in accordance with the description 
given by our modern spiritualists of certain alleged 
apparitions of the spirits of the dead. That it is no 
accurate description of our resurrection bodies, we may 
be quite sure. For we shave good reason to believe, 
that they will be composed of matter more substantial 
than the air or ether; and though they will, doubtless, 

1 Tbid., Book LV. c. 57. 
2 Orig. de Prine., Book II. c. 10, sec. 2. 


3 See Delitzsch, “System of Biblical Psychology,” p. 540 (2nd 
edit.), (Clark’s Foreign Theological Library.) 
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differ extensively in their properties from our present 
bodies ; yet so far from being spherical, or spheroidal, 
they will resemble them in form and shape and general 
contour, so as to be readily recognisable by those 
who were familiar with us on earth; in short, they 
will be actual human bodies, only perfectly formed 
and organised after the fashion of the heavenly type, 
of which these mortal bodies are but the imperfect 
antitype. ‘This is clear from the distinct statement 
of the Apostle, that our bodies, when the Lord comes, 
are to be so fashioned as to be in conformity with His 
Risen Body Now we know, that that body of His 
was entirely and perfectly a human body in form and 
shape, with all the appearance and members and ap- 
purtenances thereof, so that the notion of the resurrec- 
tion body being spherical, or spheroidal, in form must 
be an entirely erroneous one. 

3. Swedenborg taught that man has, by some obscure 
law of his nature, a body of an ethereal and luminous 
- character, evolved in some way out of his \puxn—a 
~ body which is incorruptible and immortal, and placed 
only for a season in his corruptible and mortal material 
body. At death, according to his view, the soul goes 
out from this tabernacle of flesh, not altogether naked, 
but clothed upon with this refined and spiritual body ; 
and the resurrection takes place at death, being no- 
thing more or less than the emancipation of the soul 
from its grosser tabernacle of clay. This view does 


1 Phil. iii. 20, 21. 
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not differ very essentially from that of Origen just 
expounded ; though he did not think that the emanci- 
pation took place at death, but looked forward to the 
reassumption of this spiritual body by the soul at the 
general resurrection of the last day. 

It seems also to be the view of the so-called 
spiritualists of the present day, who have, probably, 
derived it from Swedenborg ; for they conceive that 
there is a spiritual body, underlying and penetrating 
the natural body, and by a magnetic process capable 
of being put en rapport with the spiritual bodies of 
the departed, of which alleged fact they claim to have 
had sensible evidence. 

Now we may admit that there is nothing, perhaps, 
unphilosophical, or inherently improbable, in the idea 
that beneath the gross material systems of our bodies 
there may be finer and more exquisite organisms, in- 
visibly pervading them and constituting their vitality. 
In truth, the well-known physical analogy already 
referred to’ would appear in some degree to favour 
the notion. For it is shown by dissection that the 
butterfly is not only encased in the chrysalis, but also 
in the larva; and so it may be deemed not improbable, 
that there may be enveloped in these mortal bodies 
of ours spiritual organisms, which are emancipated 
by death from their grosser coverings of flesh and 
blood, just as the butterfly emerges from the chrysalis; 
and which remain with the soul in the intermediate 


1 See chap. i. p. 3, ff. 
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state, developing again into, or being invested ab extra 
with, a more substantial organism at thé resurrection. 

But the one obvious objection to this theory is 
that, if this refined body be enfolded in the more 
material one, and be released at death, death would 
be so far a resurrection, inasmuch as it would be an 
emancipation of the being into a higher and freer 
state of existence; and there would be no meaning 
in, or scope for, a resurrection of the kind mentioned 
in Holy Scripture. In the Bible, indeed, death is 
plainly regarded as the unclothing of a man, or 
the divestment of his corporeal covering; in other 
words, as the cessation, for a while, of his connection 
with one of two worlds, viz. the material. The alleged 
corporeity of souls which have passed into the otber 
world—if indeed there be any semblance of such a 
thing—is only phenomenal, and certainly not actual. 
Another objection to the theory of the existence of a 
spiritual body involved in the natural one is, that it 
seems to contradict the Apostle’s dictwm, uttered, be 
it remembered, expressly with reference tq the resur- 
rection: “Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, 
but that aes is natural; and afterward that’ which is 
spiritual; ”? which seems, as we have already observed,” 
to point out a definite order of existence, viz. the 
natural body first, and then the spiritual; whereas, on 
the theory in question, the two are coincident in the 
man at the same time. 


1 1 Cor. xv. 46, 2 See chap. iv. pp. 66-68. 
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4. Some have held, that all the human organs and 
members will be found in the risen body, notwith- 
standing the cessation of the digestive, sexual, and 
other functions. Thus Tertullian, arguing against 
those who asked “ What will be the use of the entire 
body when the entire body shall become useless ?” 
urges that our limbs, “although liberated from their 
offices, will be yet preserved for judgment, ‘that 
every one may receive the things done in his body.’ 
For the judgment-seat of Christ requires that man 
be kept entire. Entire, however, he cannot be with- 
out his limbs, of the substance of which, not the 
functions, he consists; unless, forsooth, you will be 
bold enough to maintain that a ship is perfect with- 
out her keel, or her bow, or her stern, and without 
the solidity of her entire frame.”’ And later on in 
the same treatise—dealing with our Lord’s state- 
ment in Luke xx. 36, that “the children of the 
resurrection” are to be “equal unto,” 7.e. to resemble, 
“the angels "—he goes on to argue, that they are so 
equal, “‘as by not marrying, because of not dying, so, 
of course, by not having to yield to any like necessity - 
of our bodily state; even as the angels, too, some- 
times were ‘equal unto’ men, by eating and drinking, 
and submitting their feet to the washing of the bath, 
having clothed themselves in human guise, without 
the loss of their own intrinsic nature. If, therefore, 
angels, when they became as men, submitted, in their 


1 De Resurrectione Carnis, c. 1x. 


SOME OTHER VIEWS. 145 


own unaltered substance of spirit, to be treated as if 
they were flesh, why should not men in like manner, 
when they become ‘equal unto the angels, undergo, 
in their unchanged substance of flesh, the treatment of ° 
spiritual beings, no more exposed to the usual solici- 
tations of the flesh in their angelic garb, than were 
the angels once to those of the spirit when encom- 
passed in human form? We shall not therefore cease 
to continue in the flesh because we cease to be im- 
portuned by the usual wants of the flesh, just as the 
angels ceased not therefore to remain in their spiritual 
substance because of the suspension of their spiritual 
incidents. Lastly, Christ said not, ‘they shall be 
angels,’ in order not to repeal their existence as men, 
but He said, ‘they shall be equal unto the angels,’ that 
He might preserve their humanity unimpaired.” * 

This view is maintained in a modified form also by 
Besser, who, in a passage on I Cor. vi. 13, observes : 
“Stomach and intestines, in their special character of ” 
organs for digestion (xoiAia), “ serve for the maintenance 
of this natural life. Although, therefore, the spiritual 
resurrection body shall have all essential parts of the 
natural body in a new manner, it will still be without 
the necessity of” these organs. For they “change 
the nourishing part of the food into blood, and pre- 
pare that which is not nourishing to be again rejected. 
In the kingdom of glory, on the other hand, we shall 
so eat and drink (St. Matt. xxvi. 29) that the flesh and 


1 De Resurrectione Carnis, c. Ixii. 
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blood, glorified into spiritual life, shall be pervaded 
with living food, as the atmosphere is impregnated 
with sunbeams for the purpose of becoming transparent 
and warm.”* This seems to indicate, that such organs 
of the present body may be found in the resurrection 
body, though they cannot be needed. 

5. Others, again, have maintained that the resur- 
rection body will be altogether without the organs 
necessary for the nutrition of the natural body.’ 
This view may be presented to our readers in the 
following modified and condensed form :— 

Plants have only a nutritive life, They have no 
sensitive life—or, if at all, only in the lowest degree, . 


and no intellectual life. Therefore they only have 
organs for the assimilation of nutriment and for re- 
production. 

Animals have a nutritive life, and a sensitive life, 
more or less, as well; with an intellectual life in a 
low degree. 

Angels have the sensitive life and the intellectual 
life, in highly developed forms; but are destitute of 
the nutritive life. 

Man has the nutritive, the sensitive, and the intel- 
lectual lives; but at the Fall the nutritive life acquired 
an undue predominance ; and so he became earthy and 
sensual. In the resurrection state his body will be 


1 Quoted by Delitzsch, “System of Biblical Psychology,” p. 540 
(2nd edit.). (Clark’s Foreign Theological Library.) 
2 For an able exposition of this view see Heard’s ‘‘ Tripartite Nature 


of Man,” pp. 309, ff (4th edit.). 
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altogether without the nutritive life, for he will be 
then “as the angels.” And since the nutritive system 
acts as a clog impeding the.action of our higher 
faculties, we shall in that state be as superior to our 
present selves, as our present selves are to animals, 
and animals to plants. . 

Leaving out of sight the immaterial part of man, we 
observe that in our present bodies, as in those of all 
the higher animals, there is a twofold system, the 
sensitive and the nutritive, including under the latter 
the reproductive. 

The former system is embedded in the latter, and 
fed by it. . And so, in this present state, the one 
depends upon the other, the brain being unable to 
work without the co-operation of the stomach and the 
lungs. The organs of the nutritive system, e.g. the 
heart, stomach, intestines, &c., are single, and lie in 
the centre of the body; the organs of the sensitive 
system, ¢.g..the eyes, ears, hands, legs, are always 
duplex, lying on either side of the vertebral column, 
which divides them, their respective nerves running 
to the brain in exactly corresponding pairs. 

The functions and energies of the sensitive system 
are more under the control of the will; while those of 
the nutritive system are for the most part involun- 
tary, the processes of respiration, the circulation of the 
blood, digestion, &c., going on almost without our 
being aware of them; unless the corresponding organs 
are impaired, or in some way out of order, when they 
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soon remind us of their existence, and usually in a 
troublesome fashion. 

Now, there is good reason for supposing that there 
is no blood’ in the resurrection body; and so the 
heart and lungs, as organs of circulation and respira- 
tion, will be unnecessary for it. Equally unnecessary, 
therefore, will be the digestive organs for converting 
food into blood. Accordingly, the nutritive system 
may be expected to disappear, as useless for our then 
condition of being. 

In strict accordance with this conclusion, we read 
that the resurrection body will have no organs for the 
assimilation of nutriment, which, therefore, are to cease | 
with this life: ‘meats for the belly, and the belly 
for meats: but God shall destroy both it and them.”? 
And if the organs have no existence, their cravings, 
necessarily, will also be non-existent; and the body 
will have no purely animal appetites or desires of any 
kind: “they shall hunger no more, neither thirst any 
more.” * With the nutritive system the reproductive 
system, which is subsidiary to it, will also disappear ; 
and so it results, that they “neither marry, nor are 
given in marriage.”* It is supposed that the nervous 
system, on the contrary, will be restored in its perfec- 
tion ; and its functions and activities will be no longer 
impeded, as they are at present, by association with 
the nutritive system, which will then cease to exist. 


1 See chap. v. pp. 82, 83. 2 1 Cor. vi. 13. 5 Rev, vii. 16. 
4 St. Luke xx. 35; St. Matt. xxii. 30; St. Mark xii, 25. 
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We may infer, that these functions and activities will 
be in full play, from what we read in Holy Scripture of 
the employments of the redeemed, ¢.g. their songs, and 
their playing on harps on the glassy sea—such musical 
performances implying the possession of faculties and 
organs which appertain especially to the nervous system. 
Indeed, in our present bodies, organs which belong 
to, and serve mainly, or generally, the nervous system, 
are partly also employed in the service of the nutritive 
system. For instance, the hand carries food to the 
mouth; though it is more nobly, if not so necessarily, 
employed in handling the pen of the writer, or the 
pencil of the artist, or in playing musical instruments, 
or in the various occupations of the skilled artisan. 
The tongue, again, which too often now is engaged as 
the minister of human passions and lusts, is also fre- 
quently employed in speaking of the things of God, in 
teaching, guiding, and comforting, and in the higher 
offices of prayer and praise. But though the bodily - 
organs, which belong to the sensitive nature, may be 
used to subserve the purposes of the lower nature as 
well; yet they are all adapted for the exclusive use of 
the system to which they belong, and therefore for the 
occupations of the resurrection state. Thus the ear 
may be employed in hearing about God, and His Power 
and Wisdom and Love, as exemplified in His creation ; 
the eye in contemplating His works; the tongue in 
singing the songs of heaven, and sounding forth His 
praises ; the hand in playing on golden harps, and in 
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ministries of love at His bidding. Indeed, even in 
this present stage of existence, we are exhorted and 
encouraged to use these organs in the service of God; 
and as we have ‘ yielded” our ‘ members as instru- 
ments of unrighteousness unto sin,’ so to “yield” 
them ‘‘as instruments of righteousness unto God.” ? 
This will necessarily be more possible and easy when 
the lower nature, with its lusts and appetites, has 
passed away. And so we are urged to be waiting 
for “the redemption of our body,” 1.¢. for its deliver- 
ance from the flesh (capé), or its carnal and grosser 
material elements, of which the nutritive system is 
composed; and for its consequent emancipation to a - 
freer, higher life when, delivered from the debasing 
influence of those lower elements, and endued with 
a new and more perfect organism, it becomes fitted 
for that higher state of being, in which the activity 
of the spirit (7vevua) is to predominate, and the 
service of God to be its supreme and _ glorious 
occupation. ' | 

In man, before he fell, all the organs of the two 
systems worked perfectly, and their functions were - 
duly discharged without any impediment; and the 
result was perfect health. At the Fall decay and 
derangement of the organs, and consequent disorder 
and failure of their functions, became possible ; and so 
the body became liable to pain, sickness, and death. 
From the Fall, too, there arose a want of harmonious 


1 Rom. vi. 13. 
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co-operation on the part of the two systems, and so the 
one deranges the other; if the one is over-indulged, 
or overworked, the other suffers; thus from excessive 
eating or drinking, or want of due exercise, on the 
one hand, and from over-wrought nerves on the other, 
disease chronic or acute, infirmity, decay, and death, 
are brought into the complex organisation of the human 
body. But in the resurrection body—if the hypothesis 
that the nutritive system, and therefore its various 
organs, are absent from it, be correct—this want of 
harmony cannot take place, and so there is no possibility 
of sickness, pain, and death; and thus, as we are told 
in Holy Scripture, “there shall be no more death . . . 
neither shall there be any more pain.”* ‘The lusts 
of the flesh, too, become impossible; and the oppor- 
tunities for any derangement of the new organism are 
reduced to a minimum ; because the organs of the sen- 
sitive system—which alone, on the given hypothesis, 
are to be found in the resurrection body—are under 
the more perfect control of the will, the elements of 
conflict and disorder having been removed. 

_ In reference to this view, the question naturally arises, 
If the nutritive organs be absent, how are the nervous 
systems of our resurrection bodies to be sustained ? 
To this question we are, of course, not able to give 
any definite answer. It is, however, certain that they 
will be sustained by means very different from those, 
by which the nervous systems of our present bodies 


1 Rev. xxi. 4. 
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are nourished. Our nerves are embedded in flesh, fed 
by blood supplied by the nutritive system, and are all 
connected with the brain. The effect of this is, that 
man cannot now exercise freely his higher faculties, 
because they are thus dependent upon the right action 
of the functions of his lower nature; when, e.g., the 
operations of the stomach and lungs are abnormal or 
diseased, those of the brain are impeded and impaired, 
and when they cease to act it ceases to act. 

In the absence of a nutritive system, then, it is 
clear that the nutriment of the resurrection body must 
be supplied from some other quarter, and in some 
other way. May it not be derived from direct union 
and communion with Christ; just as now our souls 
are sustained by the Body and Blood of Christ received 
into them, after a heavenly and spiritual manner, by 
faith ? ‘‘For we are members of His body, of His 
flesh, and of His bones”? now, and most certainly 
shall be so then; and He has said, “ I am the bread of 
life: he that cometh to Me shall never hunger; and 
he that believeth on Me shall never thirst,” "—7.¢. shall 
crave for and need no other source of sustenance. 
““This is the bread which cometh down from heaven, 
that a man may eat thereof, and not die;” and “I 
am,” says Christ, “the living bread which came down 
from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall 
live for ever;” and ‘ Whoso eateth My flesh,: and 
drinketh My blood, hath eternal life,” °—i.¢. one who 


1 Eph. v. 30. * St. John vi. 35- ® St. John vi. 50, 51, 54. 
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derives the nourishment of his being. from Christ is 
preserved thereby from decay and death, and can live 
on, in the strength of that meat continuously imparted 
and received, to eternity. In short, all that is neces- 
sary for the support of the spiritual body is to be 
found in Christ; and is transmitted from Him to all 
who are in living union with Him, members of His 
body, living branches of the True Vine. 

This theory of the resurrection body containing a 
nervous system only, while the nutritive system is 
altogether absent, if it be correct, may appear to give 
some slight colouring of support to the view of Sweden- 
borg, mentioned above,’ that there is a spiritual body 
lying latent in the natural one; for, on this hypothesis, 
there is a more refined corporeal organism, viz. the 
neryous system, embedded in a grosser one of flesh 
and blood, and nourished by it. In other respects, 
however, the analogy fails; for Swedenborg’s spiritual 
body lives on, and is only emancipated by death; but, 
on the view we are considering, both systems alike of 
the human body perish in the grave. 

If this view, that the resurrection body contains 
only a nervous organism, without any of the nutritive 
organs, be tenable, is it not a possible hypothesis that it 
will rise again, composed of the same material particles 
of which it was composed on this side the graye— 
particles scattered for a while and re-collected at the 
resurrection—the component elements of the nutritive 


1 See pp. 141-143. Cf. chap. iii. p. 39. 
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system not being employed in the formation of the 
risen body? We merely make the suggestion, without 
at all pressing it. At all events, the difficulty which 
lies against the notion of the regathering of all the 
particles of our present bodies at the resurrection is 
thus lessened ; as in this case only some—and those 
the less substantial—elements would have to be brought 
together again from the various quarters whither they 
have been dispersed. Still it must never be forgotten 
that, where Omnipotence is concerned, the difference © 
between a greater or less difficulty is evanescent ; any- 
thing that is finite is infinitesimal compared with the 
infinite, and need not be taken into account. é 

The objections to this view are weighty, and scarcely | 
to be got over. For instance, (1) it is not suggested 
by Holy Scripture, and, indeed, is contrary thereto. 
For, though we are distinctly told that our risen bodies 
will not hunger or thirst, yet it would appear, from 
the fact of Christ eating after His Resurrection, and 
from what we read of angels eating,’ that spiritual 
bodies can partake of food; and this implies the exist- | 
ence of some kind of nutritive organs, though these do 
not crave for food, nor need it for their support, which 
will be effected by somé other means. And again, (2) 
it is questionable, whether the identity of the risen 
body with the one, in which a man lived and died, is 
compatible with the entire absence from ‘the former 
of a system of organs so important as the nutritive 


1 Gen. xviii. 8. 
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ones. Under such conditions sameness of organism 
would seem to be well-nigh impossible; and so the 
idea of personal identity, as far at least as the body 
is concerned, can scarcely be maintained. The theory, 
however, is an interesting one, and we present it to our 
readers as at least worthy of careful consideration. 


CHAPTER IX 


THE NATURE OF THE RISEN BODIES OF THE 
LOST, AND OF ADAM’S BODY BEFORE THE 
FALL : 


I.—1. HirHerto we have been speaking only of the 
bodies of those who will rise at the resurrection of 
life; but there is another resurrection spoken of in 
Holy Scripture, the resurrection of damnation. Both 
of these are together referred to by our Lord Himself. 
“The hour is coming, in the which all that are in the 
graves shall hear His voice, and shall come forth; 
they that have done good, unto the resurrection of 
life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrec- 
tion of damnation ;”* by the prophet Daniel—* Many 
of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall 
awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame 
and everlasting contempt;”” and by the Apostle 
Paul, in his speech before Felix, when he gives 
expression to his ‘‘hope toward God . . . that there 


shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just 


and unjust.” ® 


2. According as men rise in the one, or the other, 
of these resurrections, will their bodies vary. Of the 


1 St. John v. 28, 29. ; a xii. 2. 3 Acts xxiv. 15. 
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nature of the risen bodies of those who are to rise at 
the resurrection of the unjust to damnation, we know 
next to nothing, because Scripture is almost entirely 
silent on the subject.. We may, however, fairly con- 
clude that their resurrection, like that of the saved, 
will be effected by the mighty power of God; and that 
their risen bodies will be modified and conditioned by 
the state of the souls to which they belong, so as to be 
hideously expressive of their lost and ruined state, of 
alienation from God, and of misery and despair. While 
from the bodies of “the just” every trace of sin and 
its wretched concomitants will be eliminated, in those 
of “the unjust” the effects of past sin and of present 
inherent sinfulness will be everywhere discernible, in 
deformities and appalling unsightliness; they will rise, 
as the prophet Daniel tells us, “to shame and ever- 
”1 We may infer, also, that they 
will be still subject to infirmities and pains, in a more 
marked degree even than our present bodies. We 
cannot suppose, that they will be “raised in incorrup- 
tion” and “ power;” that they will not be “ raised in 
glory,” we may be quite sure. That they will not be 
“spiritual” bodies, like those of the saved, is certain 
also, from the fact, that in the lost the soul will have 
obtained complete authority over the spirit, which will 
be almost, if not quite, destroyed. As Delitzsch truly 
observes: “The bodies of these,” i.e. of the ungodly, 
“also shall arise. But this cannot possibly be as 


lasting contempt. 


1 Dan. xii, 2. 
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spiritual. For. . . their spirit is powerlessly imprisoned 
in the ¢urba, which has laid hold of the powers of the 
soul. They are psychical and fleshly, and therefore 
their bodies will be so also. .... That without a 
spiritual internal nature there cannot be a spiritual 
external nature, is self-evident.”1 The bodies of the 
ungodly, then, will remain “ natural,” soulish (uyica) 
ones more entirely than before; even if they do not 
degenerate, as they almost certainly will, into some- 
thing worse and more degraded still. Their souls will 
be carnal and debased ; and their risen bodies will in 
their nature and properties correspond thereto. In- 
deed, it may safely be taken for granted that, where 
the inward being is only soulish and not spiritual, 
the external covering cannot be spiritual, but must 
be of a grosser character; for between the inward 
and the outward there cannot but be a necessary 
correspondence. 

3. Some, indeed, supposing that the resurrection 
is the privilege and reward only of the saved, have 
doubted whether the lost will rise again in their 
bodies at all, This idea is contrary to the passages 
of Scripture quoted just above. It is also contrary 
to those other statements in Holy Writ which speak 
of the universality of the Judgment, eg. that of the 
Seer in the Apocalypse, ‘I saw a great white throne, 
and Him that sat on it. . .. And I saw the dead, small 


1 «System of Biblical Psychology,” pp. 542, 543 (2nd edit.). 
(Clark’s Foreign Theological Library. ) 
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and great, stand before God; and the books were 
opened: and another book was opened, which is the 
book of life: and the dead were judged out of those 
things which were written in the books, according to 
their works ;”! and those of St. Paul in his Epistles, 
“ we shall all stand,” and “ we must all appear” “ before 
the judgment seat of Christ;”* to which may be 
added the statement in the account of the judgment 
spoken of in St. Matthew xxv. 31-46, that before 
“the Son of man,” when He comes seated “upon the 
throne of His glory,” “shall be gathered all nations.” * 
Indeed, in the verse which follows the first of these 
passages the fact is distinctly stated: “the sea gave 
up the dead which were in it; and death and hell,” or 
Hades, “gave up the dead which were in them: and 
they were judged every man according to their works;”* 
“the dead” meaning here, plainly, the bodies of all 
the dead, good and bad alike. This coincides with the 
conclusions of reason ; for it is only reasonable and fair 
that those, who are to be judged for the deeds done 
in the body, should appear before the judgment bar 
in the totality of their nature, body as well as soul 
and spirit; and in the body more particularly, because 
it has been to so large a degree the participator in, 
and the instrument of, some of the soul’s worst 
sins, All, then, will rise to be judged, but all will 
not have spiritual bodies (c#uata wvevpatixa); this 


1 Rev, xX.s81, 12, 2 Rom. xiv. 10; 2 Cor. v. 10. 
3 Vers. 31, 32. 4 Rev. xx. 13. 
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will be the special privilege of those only who are 
to be the blessed partakers of “the resurrection 
of life,” and will not. appertain to those unhappy 
beings who are to rise to the resurrection of dam- 
nation. 

4. Others have held the opinion that, while the 
wicked will have their bodies raised by the redemptive 
power of Christ, and reunited to their souls, for the 
purpose of being judged ; yet they afterwards will lay 
them aside, or be deprived of them again, and continue 
to exist through future ages in a disembodied state. 
Holy Scripture certainly contains nothing to confirm 
such a view, while the analogy of the risen bodies 
of the glorified rather militates against it. It may, 
further, also be alleged against this hypothesis, that 
the body of the resurrection—whether it be the resur- 
rection to life, or condemnation—will, probably, par- 
take of the immortality of the soul to which it belongs, 
and so endure with it to eternity. But the Word of 
God is silent on the subject; and we may not be 
wise beyond what is written. All we can fairly infer 
is that, judging from the analogy of the resurrection 
of the blessed, the bodies of the wicked at their re- 
surrection will undergo some change, which will endue 
them with intensified sensibilities and increased capa- 
cities alike for suffering and doing ill; and render 
them indestructible, so that the worm can never com- 
pletely devour, nor the fire utterly consume, them. 
While we give utterance to these solemn words from 
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our Lord’s teaching,’ we do not forget that many hold, 
and not altogether without reason, the counter-view of 
the ultimate salvation of all men.2 The fact is, that, 
as in so many other cases, notably that of Predestination 
and Free-will, both doctrines may be true; but they 
are incapable of reconciliation by our present faculties, 
because they result in an ultimate truth, which we are 
unable in this imperfect state to grasp; like parallel 
lines, they meet only at infinity. We cannot know; 
we can but hope; and we dare not dogmatise. 

II.—An interesting collateral question suggests itself 
in connection with our subject: What was the nature 
of the body of Adam before the Fall, and in what rela- 
tion does it stand to the body of the resurrection ? 

1. It was mortal, 7.e. capable of dying. ‘“ Dust thou 
art, and unto dust shalt thou return” (Gen. iii. 19), 
was the natural law to which he was subject at his 
original creation. His body could only have been 
preserved from the corruption, mortality, and death 
which were incident to his corporeal structure, by 
the supernatural intervention of God, counteracting, 
or modifying, the natural operation of His own laws. 
As a matter of fact, however, had Adam not fallen, 
men would not have died ; because God would have then 
Supernaturally intervened and preserved them alive. 
“Man,” says St. Athanasius, “is by nature mortal, 
inasmuch as he was made of things that were not, 
But yet, by reason of his similitude to Him that is, 


1 St. Mark ix. 44, 46, 48. 2 1 Tim. iv. 10. 
L 
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he would have destroyed his natural corruption, and 


”1 So also we read in the 


Apocrypha: “God created man to be immortal, and 


remained incorruptible. 


made him to be an image of his own eternity ((d.0TyTos, 
propriety). Nevertheless, through envy of the devil, 
death came into the world.”” ‘Of the woman came 
the beginning of sin, and through her we all die.” : 
As our own learned Bishop Bull observes: ‘ That 
Adam should not have died if he had not sinned, is 
manifestly the doctrine of the Scriptures, and of the 
Church of God;” and again: “There is nothing more 
certain than that our first parents, if they had never 
sinned, should never have died. Nor is it less certain, 
that the immortality which obeying God they should 
have enjoyed whilst they dwelt in this earth, and 
in the animal and earthly body, would have been 
adventitious and above (yea in some sense against) 
nature, that is, the natural tendency of such a body, 
and such as would have needed an extraordinary 
and peculiar care and providence of God for its 
sustentation.” * | 

2. It has been suggested, that the particular super- 
natural agency, by which man’s body would have been 
kept from dying in paradise, was the eating of the 
fruit of “the tree of life,” which would have rendered 
it possible for him “ to live for ever.”° This was the 
- 1 De Incarn. Verbi, c. 4. 2 Wisdom, ii. 23, 24. : 


3 Ecclesiasticus xxv. 24. : 
4 «The State of Man before the Fall,” pp. 55; 80, 81; Works, vol. ii. 


(edit, Oxford, 1846). 5 Gen. iii. 22. 
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view of the great theologian just quoted, as appears 
from the following passage: “It is certain the tree 
of life was so called, because it was either a sacra- 
ment and divine sign, or else a natural means of im-. 
mortality ; that is, because he that should have used 
it would (either by the natural virtue of the tree itself 
continually repairing the decays of nature, or else by 
the power of God) have lived for ever, as God Himself 
plainly assures us (Gen. iii. 22, 23, 24).”! But, true 
though it be that Adam, if he had never fallen, would 
not have died, yet he had no natural or inherent 
immortality in virtue of any natural law; he “could 
have no right to immortality but what was founded in 
the gratuitous stipulation and covenant of God;” he 
was “dextixos, capable of a blessed immortality, but a 
right to this immortality he had not till God made it 


over to him by covenant.” ” 


“Qur first parents, . . . 
besides the natural innocence and rectitude wherein 
also they were created, were endowed with certain gifts 
and powers supernatural, infused by the Spirit of God.” ® 

3. What would have taken place, probably, was this : 
‘After such a trial of their obedience, as should seem 
sufficient to the Divine wisdom, they should have been 
translated from earth to heaven,” * i.e. from the earthly 
to the heavenly paradise, without passing through “ the 
grave, and gate of death.” In the words of St. Augus- 
tine : ‘‘ What wonder is it, if a power of such a kind 


1 “The State of Man before the Fall,” p. 54. ? Ibid., pp. 62-64. 
3 Ibid., p. 68. * Ibid., p. 68. 
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were bestowed upon man in a state of obedience, that, 
having an animal and mortal body, he should have 
therein a certain state, whereby he might grow full of 
years without decrepitude, about to pass, at such time 
as God might will, from mortality to immortality, with- 
out the intervention of death?”* As the same great 
Father observed, in the same treatise, just before: ‘ If 
Adam had not sinned, he would not have been divested 
of his body, but would have been clothed upon with 
immortality and incorruption, that his mortal (body) 
might have been absorbed by life; that is, that he 
might have passed from his natural body to his spiritual 
body.”* His body, in short, would after a certain time, 
at God’s pleasure, have undergone a change, like the 
immediate change which the bodies of Enoch and 
Elijah underwent on their translation to heaven; ana- 
logous to that which took place in our Lord’s Body 
at His Transfiguration; and similar to that which 
will be experienced by the bodies of the saints who 
are “alive and remain” at the Lord’s Coming, and who 
will be “ caught up together with ” the risen dead “in 
the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air.”* Of this 
change the same Apostle also elsewhere speaks, con- 
templating that he himself may be of the number of 
those who were to participate in it: ‘“ We shall all be 
changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at 
the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the 


1 De peccatorum meritis et remissione, Lib. I. c. 3. 
2 Ibid., Lib. I. c. 2. 3 1 Thess, iv. 17. 
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dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be 
changed.”* And this, as we have seen,” the Apostle 
eagerly desired for himself, when he prayed that he 
might be spared from the mortal struggle which we call 
death, and allowed to undergo that change instead— 
“earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our house 
which is from heaven: . . . not for that we would 
be unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality might 
be swallowed up of life.” 3 

But the resurrection body will become at once, 
-without the intervention of any change, what St. Paul 
calls a “spiritual” body; because the spirit, “made 
perfect,” * and having secured in the intermediate state 
its rightful predominance over the soul—to which in 
the present life it was only too often, to its injury and 
misery, subordinated— will instantaneously, by virtue 
of the formative power given it, adapt its new taber- 
nacle to its own nature and needs. 

4. Again, the resurrection body will differ from 
the body of Adam, as at first created “of the dust of 
the earth,”® in that it will be much more glorious ; since 
it will be in that higher condition of being which 
Adam’s natural, or psychical, body ought to have at- 
tained, though actually it never did attain, but is still 
only waiting for, Adam having forfeited that privilege 
through his fall. 


11 Cor. xv. 51, 52. 2 See chap. iii. pp. 43, 44. 
5-2 Cora y, 2,4 _ * Heb. xii. 23. 5 Gen. ii. 7. 


CHAPTER X 


RECOGNITION OF ONE ANOTHER IN THE 
RESURRECTION STATE 


One of the most interesting questions with respect to 
our future, and at the same time strictly germane to 
our present inquiry, is: Will there be mutual recog- 
nition in the resurrection state? Shall we know and 
recognise amongst our heavenly associates those we 
once knew and loved personally, or seemed to know 
and venerated, from what we might have heard or 
read of them in our previous earth life? How far 
will the lineaments of countenance and physical con- 
figuration, which differentiate us one from another 
now, be preserved in the spiritual bodies of the resur- 
rection? ‘This is a question which has been asked 
by many a stricken heart and aching soul in seasons 
of bereavement and moments of agonising sorrow, 
when mourning for the lost; and it is one to which 
we may well try to give such an answer as we best 
can. 

Now, in discussing this matter we shall proceed, as 
heretofore, strictly on the inductive principle. Taking 
the statements of Holy Scripture, and dealing with 


them as the scientific man would with the facts of - 
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science, we shall endeavour to ascertain what they, 
simply and rightly interpreted, have to tell us. 

The following passages of Holy Scripture bear, more 
or less directly, upon the subject before us :— 

1. In David’s reply to his servants, explaining why 
he had changed from a state of bitter anguish, at his 
child’s illness, to one of contented acquiescence when 
he heard the child was dead, occur the words: “ Now 
he is dead, wherefore should I fast? can I bring 
him back again? I shall go to him, but he shall 


not return to me.”! 


These words plainly indicate, 
that David looked forward to meeting his son, and 
a reunion with him, in the state beyond the grave. 
Now this hope could, surely, have brought no satis- 
faction, or consolation, to the bereaved father, unless 
it had been accompanied with the anticipation that, 
when they thus met, he would recognise his child as 
identically the same being as the one he had loved 
and lost on earth. If the child had returned to the 
bereaved father, he would at once have recognised him 
as his son. This, however, could not be; but, instead 
of the child returning to the father, the father was 
to go to the child; and he was to comfort himself 
with this prospect. How, we may ask, could he have 
derived comfort therefrom, unless he had been expect- 
ing to recognise him in the hereafter as the little one 
who had thus prematurely been taken from him ? 

2. Something analogous to the recognition we are 


1 2 Sam, xii. 23. 
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speaking of took place at the Lord’s Transfiguration, 
when “‘ there appeared unto ” the three disciples “ Moses 
and Elias talking with‘ Him.”’ The disciples seem 
at once to have known who they were. “The ques- 
tion, How the disciples knew these two to be Moses 
and Elias, is surely,” observed Archbishop Trench, 
“an idle one. That elevation of their whole spiritual 
life, that ecstatic state of a divine clairvoyance, if 
we may use this word without offence, in which alone 
they could have seen these sights at all, will have - 
left them in no doubt concerning those whom they 
now saw, holding this converse with their Lord. 
Their recognition of them we must regard as im- 


2 


mediate and intuitive. It certainly could not have 


been the case, as Olshausen suggests,® that they might 
have got their information subsequently from the 
Lord ; for St. Peter’s words, ‘“ Let us make here three 
tabernacles; one for Thee, and one for Moses, and 


4 


one for Hlias,’* show that he was quite aware, who 


those that appeared to them were. 
3. The state of the blessed, in one of its aspects, 
is described under the figure of a banquet, when they 


“ shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, 


” 65 


in the kingdom of heayen. Now the mention of 


these distinguished guests clearly implies, that their 


1 St. Matt. xvii. 3. 

2 “Studies in the Gospels: The Transfiguration,” p. 197. 1 

3 “On the Gospels,” in St. Matt. xvii. 2, 3, vol. ii. p. 213. (Clark’s 
Foreign Theological Library.) 

4 St. Matt. xvii. 4. 5 St, Matt. viii. 11. 
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personality will be thoroughly known, and that we 
shall recognise them singly and individually hereafter, 
as the great ones of whom we had heard and read, 
and whose faith we had humbly endeavoured to follow. 
How, indeed, we shall know them we cannot tell, nor 
is it necessary to inquire; it may be by intuition, or 
it may be by conclusions drawn from such previous 
knowledge of them as we on earth possessed; but 
it would be but of little consequence to be told, that 
we are to be intimately associated with them, if we 
are not to recognise them as the patriarchs whom we 
had been wont to venerate. 

4. The same truth underlies the words which occur 
in the parable of the unjust steward, “Make to 
yourselves friends of the mammon of unrighteousness ; 
that, when ye fail, they may receive you into everlast- 


”1 Now the meaning of this sentence 


ing habitations. 
is this: Use well your worldly wealth by employing 
it for the succour and relief of the poor and needy, 
and so making them your friends, that, when you 
’ come to die, those of them who are already dead may 
receive you with joy, and gladly welcome you, when 
you reach the everlasting habitations whither they 
have gone before. How they could thus receive and 
welcome their benefactors, or those benefactors realise 
the import of their joyful and grateful greetings, if 
they are not to recognise one another in the eternal 
world, it is not easy to see. 


1 St. Luke xvi. 9. 
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5. From the prayer of the dying penitent on the 
cross, “ Lord, remember me when Thou comest into 
Thy kingdom,”! we may deduce a similar inference ; 
for, surely, if the Lord was to remember him in 
paradise, that remembrance would be of but little 
avail, if he could not recognise Him as his fellow- 
sufferer, and at the same time as his Lord. Jesus 
does not correct the repentant malefactor—as He, no 
doubt, would have done had he been entertaining in 
his mind a delusive hope—but accepts the prayer, 
and gives an answer of peace, “Verily I say unto 
thee, To-day shalt thou be with Me in paradise ; ” 
plainly implying, that he not only should be with 
Him, but know that he was with Him, consciously 
enjoying His blessed presence, to his great comfort 
and joy. 

6. The bodies of the saints which rose immediately 
after our Lord’s resurrection and appeared to many— 
of which incident we read in St. Matthew xxvii. 52, 
53 were, presumably, recognised by those who saw 
them; or else they would not have attracted their 
notice, but simply have been regarded by them as 
ordinary strangers. Those to whom they appeared 
knew well who they were, from their remembrance of 
their faces and general aspect, when they formerly 
lived amongst them. 

7. St. Paul refers plainly to his recognition of his 
converts in a future state, when he addresses to the 


1 St. Luke xxiii."42. ? See chap. iii, pp. 25-28. 
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Thessalonian Church the words, “ What is our hope, or 
joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the 
presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming?” 
It is to be noted, that he does not speak of them as 
being his “life,” and “joy,” and “crown of rejoicing” 
at the time he is writing, but on some future occasion, 
viz, at our Lord's Second Advent, when the dead 
shall be raised to meet Him in the air, and to accom- 
pany Him in His kingly progress to the earth. Now 
it is not easy to see, how there could be any occa- 
sion of joy or glorious rejoicing to him then, unless he 
were to recognise them as those whom he had known 
and cared for; and to whom he could point, personally 
and individually, as the results of his ministry, as he 
addressed his Lord and King—* Behold, I and the 
children whom” Thou hast “given me,” and “I have 
begotten through the gospel.” ” 

8. Again, in the same Hpistle the following passage 
occurs: “I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, 
concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, 
even as others which haye no hope. For if we believe 
that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also 
which sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him ;” and 
then the Apostle adds—after some intervening words, 
in which he distinguishes the risen dead from the 
changed living—‘ Wherefore comfort one another with 
these words.”® The object of the Apostle clearly is 


1 1 Thess, ii, 19. 2 Isa. viii. 18; Heb. ii. 13; 1 Cor. iv. 15. 
3 1 Thess. iv. 13-18. 
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to offer consolation to those, to whom he is writing, 
under bereavement. They need not be desponding; 
they would meet their departed friends again, for at 
the Second Coming of Christ they would be brought 
back with Him. How would there be any element of 
consolation in all this, if they and their lost friends 
were to be as strangers at the reunion, and they were 
not to recognise them, and know them again, as those 
they had previously known and loved on earth ? 

9. Lastly, do not the words, “Now we see through 
a glass, darkly; but then face to face,”! clearly imply 
the recognition of one another in a future state? For 
surely seeing “face to face” implies the recognition 
of one another’s features and lineaments, and behold- 
ing one another then in the same general aspect as we 
see one another now. 

From the foregoing passages of Holy Scripture it 
may fairly be deduced, that our risen bodies will be the 
same as our bodies before death, and endued with the 
same characteristics ; that, transformed and glorified as 
they will be, yet they will at once be recognisable by 
those who have known us on earth; and that as others 
will recognise us, so we also shall recognise them. 

What ineffable comfort there is in this thought! 
How does it irradiate even “the dark valley of the 
shadow of death” itself! How does it blunt “ the 
sting of death,” and rob the grave of much of its 
terror! We have buried our dead out of our sight ; 


1. y Cor. xiii. 12. 
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they are not lost to us; we shall see them again, and 
know them again, in their transfigured and glorified 
forms, even amongst the vast, thronging assembly of 
the “great multitude, which no man could number, of 
all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues,” 
which shall stand hereafter “before the throne, and 
before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms 


in their hands.”? 


1 Rev. vii. 9. 


CHAPTER XI 


THE NATURE AND CONDITIONS OF LIFE IN 
THE RESURRECTION STATE 


OuR inquiry may be fittingly concluded with some 
account of the nature and conditions of the life before 
us in the resurrection state, so far as they can be directly 
gathered from Holy Scripture, or fairly inferred from 
what is revealed therein; or reasonably conjectured 
from considerations of the circumstances of the case, so 
far as our knowledge goes and our faculties can reach. 
Much respecting this state we necessarily do not know ; 
nor indeed could we possibly comprehend, in our pre- 
sent stage of being, the full truth about it; for here 
we only “see through a glass, darkly,” and “know” 
but “in part.”1 There are possibilities in the future 
life beyond the utmost grasp of our faculties and 
the farthest reach of our imagination: “ Kye hath not 
seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart 
of man, the things which God hath prepared for them 
that love Him.”? Accurate and complete knowledge, 
then, respecting it, is amongst the mysteries to be 
hereafter revealed to us. 

Now, as to this state, but little of a positive char- 


1 1 Cor. xiii, 12. 3 1 Cor. ii, 9. 
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acter is disclosed to us in Holy Scripture; it is mainly 
described by— , 

I. Negative Characteristics.—1. The state is one of 
rest——rest from the toilsome labours and anxious 
cares of this earthly life. “There remaineth a rest ‘i 
—a Sabbath-keeping — “to the people of God ;”? 
their “warfare is accomplished;”?.“ they rest from 


their labours.” ° 


This idea of blissful repose, also, is 
prominent in the representation of the heavenly life as 
a sitting-down—or rather reclining, according to the 
custom of those days, on couches—which our Lord 
gives us." We may not doubt that the retrospect of 
the hard struggles they have encountered, the troubles 
and trials they have passed through, and the dangers 
they have surmounted, will be the subjects of restful 
contemplation. “These are they which came out 
of great tribulation ;”° and we can well understand, 
how the thought of the difficulties, distresses, and 
failures of their past lives of anxiety and toil will 
enhance their sense of repose, by inducing the feeling 
of perfect rest which results from complete acquiescence 
in the will of God. 

2. In that state there will be a complete absence 
of all that can make life irksome, or miserable— 
- (a) Of sin. God made man to be happy; sin 
came into the world and corrupted man’s nature, 
disfiguring its beauty and destroying its harmony, 


1 Heb. iv. 9. 2 Isa. xl. 2. 8 Rev. xiv. 13- 
4 St. Matt. viii. 11. 5 Rey. vii. 14. 
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defacing the image of God in the soul, distorting all 
its energies, and plunging man into a vortex of misery 
and ruin. Here even the best men are subject to the 
bondage of sin, feel its corrupting influence, and 
groan under its heavy burden. But there sin will be 
eliminated ; ‘“ Thy people also shall be all righteous.” ? 
And so, freed from sin, the soul will be restored to 
its pristine beauty ; all the powers of the whole being 
will work together harmoniously; “the crooked shall be 
made straight, and the rough places plain ;’ 2 and the 
human “creature shall be delivered from the bondage 
of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children 
of God.” ° 

(8) Of all temptations to sin, Adam, as originally 
created, was free from sin, but not from temptations 
to sin; and so he fell. But in the resurrection state 
there will be no temptation, and so, no occasion for 
falling; for nothing but what is pure and holy can 
find an entrance there; and so, there can be no evil 
spirit within the heavenly gates to beguile the soul; 
the spiritual risen body will have no fleshly lusts to 
excite it; there will be no vain and evil world, by its 
deceitful allurements, to contaminate it; and there- 
fore, temptation cannot harass any more. 

(vy) Of the consequences of sin—pain, sorrow, sick- 
ness, death. Sin “ brought death into the world, and 
6 


all our woe;””* “the wages of sin is death;”° all physical 


1 Tsa, Ix. 21. 2 Isa. xl. 4. 3 Rom. viii. 21. 
4 Milton, “ Paradise Lost,” i. 3. 5 Rom. vi. 23. 
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evil and mental anguish are due to its baneful influence ; 
and when sin is done away with, all its evil consequences 
necessarily cease. And so we read of the blessed, 
“God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and 
there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor cry- 
ing, neither shall there be any more pain: for the 
former things are passed away;”' and “sorrow and 
sighing shall flee away.”* Here we experience many 
aches and pains, sorrows and griefs, which are neces- 
sarily incident to our mortal and corruptible bodies ; 
we are liable to diseases, and infirmities, and all the 
dread circumstances which accompany death ; but then 
. all will be changed. There shall be no more suffering 
from disease; no more sinking of the feeble frame ; 
no more anxieties or cares; no more bereavements and 
separations from those we love; no more of that “ fear 
of death,” through which men are “all their lifetime 
subject to bondage ;” for the Saviour “ through death ” 
destroyed “him that had the power of death, that is, the 
devil;”* and “the last enemy that shall be destroyed 
is death.”* ‘Death is swallowed up in victory. O 
death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy 
victory ? Thanks be to God, which giveth us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” ® 

But we have also disclosed to us in Holy Scripture, 
or deducible by easy inference therefrom, respecting 
that state, several— 

II. Positive Characteristics—1. It is a life of in- 


1 Rev. xxi. 4. 2 Isa, xxxv. 10. 3 Heb. ii. 14, 15. 
4 1 Cor. xv. 26. 5 1 Cor. xv. 54, 55) 57- 
M 


178: NATURE OF THE RESURRECTION BODY 


cessant service. Though the resurrection state is, as 
we have seen, one of blissful repose, it is one also of 
happy service; for if, we are told, “they rest from 
their labours,” we are told also, ‘“ His servants shall 
serve Him;”” and concerning others of the heavenly 
inhabitants, “ They rest not day and night.”® As the 
Lord said, ‘‘My meat is to do the will of Him that 
sent Me, and to finish His work ;” * and 50, “ to do” His 
“will” and “to finish His work” will be a fundamental 
element in the life of the glorified. There is no curse 
upon labour as such; man, if he had not fallen, would 
have gone on tilling the garden as had been fore- 
ordained, only his toil would not have been fruitless ; 
the ground would, instead of thorns and thistles, have 
brought forth fruits for his use. We should not be 
happy without work; but the work there will never be 
bootless and futile, and will be done without any sense 
of hardship or fatigue. Here how often it happens 
that “the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak”! 
From very weariness and faintness the body fails and 
the limbs give way, the hands hang down and the 
knees totter, the brain grows tired and flags; and we 
cannot keep on labouring, whether mentally or phy- 
sically, without seasons of repose. But our spiritual 
risen bodies, in their lightness, agility, and vigour— 
unimpeded by that grosser materiality which renders 
food, and sleep, and rest necessary for the life and 
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health of our present fleshly bodies, and which is in- 
dispensable for the continuance of the species—will be 
capable of untiring activity; though, no doubt, their 
periods of active energy will be alternated, from time 
to time, with intervals of happy repose, when they 
will be called to “rest for a little season,”! even from 
their pleasurable labours. 

As to what will be the nature of that work, if 
we have no positive knowledge, yet we are not left 
without hints. 

(a) First and foremost, there will be the work 
of adoring praise. We shall have our place in the 
glorious chorus of worshipping intelligences who, 
“before” and “in the midst of” and “round about 
the throne,” “ rest not day and night,” and join in the 
great anthem song of Creation, “ Holy, holy, holy, 
Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to 
come;” and in the refrain of the ransomed Church of 
God, “Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and 
honour and power: for Thou hast created all things, 
and for Thy pleasure they are and were created,” 2 
. And, with minds that never wander, and affections 
that never flag, we shall swell the mighty chorus of 
“the great multitude, which no man could number, of 
all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues ;” 
as they ascribe with “loud voice,” but perfect unison 
and harmony, “Salvation to our God which sitteth 
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb.” ® 
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(8) But our work in the future will not merely be 
one of adoration; there will be other delightful tasks for 
us to perform. ‘Thus it is reasonable to infer that, as 
is the service of the angels now, so will our service be 
then ; they are ever on the alert to do God’s will; they 
are “ ministers of His, that do His pleasure,” ’ and carry 
out His behests willingly, cheerfully, constantly, and 
perfectly; and “are they not all ministering spirits, sent 
forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salva- 
tion?” * As the angels now are actively engaged in 
God’s service, and help us; so, when we have become 
“equal unto the angels (frayyedo),” ® we shall, doubt- 
less, have work to do for Him, and have services to 
discharge for our fellow-men, and, perchance, for God’s 
intelligent creatures in other worlds, who may need 
our aid. It may be, that we shall at some time, and 
somehow, be employed in ministrations amongst the 
lost ones of our race, or kin; it may be, that we shall 
enjoy the privilege of carrying the glad tidings of 
salvation, through the Saviour’s name, to the denizens 
of other worlds who may be concerned in it; but the 
nature and mode of our service we cannot in our pre- 
sent state comprehend, or even conjecture. All we 
can understand is, that we shall serve Him by adoring 
worship; by loving ministrations in His name and for 
His glory amongst His intelligent creatures; and by 
diffusing abroad the knowledge of His perfections, and 
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especially of His wondrous plan of redemption through 
His only begotten Son. Of this, at all events, we 
may be sure, that there will be congenial and delight- 
ful occupation for the blessed “children of the resur- 
rection,” throughout the ages of eternity. 

' 2. It will be a life of intellectual activity, in which 
we shall be ever acquiring fresh stores of knowledge. 
The purely intellectual faculties will have full and 
unimpeded play, and will be exercised as here in the 
acquisition of knowledge, only in a higher and more 
perfect manner and degree. And so our intellectual 
attainments then will not be confused and partial, as 
they are here, but will be clear and definite, accurate 
and complete; “for now we, see through a glass, 
darkly ; but then face to face: now I know in part” 
only; “but then shall I know even as also I am 
known ”1—1.e. with a knowledge as precise as that, 
of which we are ourselves the subjects to beings of 
higher and purer intelligence. “God is light,”? and 
in His “light shall we see light.”* The wonders of 
the plan of salvation and of the dispensations of grace, 
with which we have now so imperfect an acquaintance, 
and which “angels” vainly “desire to look into,” * 
will gradually be disclosed to us more and more as 
the ages roll on, though we shall never fully compre- 
hend them. ‘The difficulties in God’s Word which 
perplex us, and which we cannot adequately explain 
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here, will all be cleared up; and its depths, which 
we cannot gauge now, will be penetrated by us. All 
apparent discrepancies will be brought into perfect 
harmony ; and what is obscure in the sacred oracles 
will lie open to our admiring gaze. The mysteries 
of the material creation—what life is, and how it is 
produced; how the young animal is engendered and 
grows; how the plant grows from the seed; what the 
forces of nature are in themselves; the substance of 
the stars, their motions and interactions; the workings 
of God through the agency of second causes; the 
things which will perplex to the end even the greatest 
masters of science—will be fully and accurately com- 
prehended by us then. The enigmas of God’s pro- 
vidential dealings with us and His universe—how He 
has brought good out of evil, and evolved out of seem- 
ing disorder order, making all things work together 
to promote righteousness and truth, and to carry out 
His purposes of love for His creatures, and to bring 
about the highest good for the moral universe—will be 
gradually, but at last completely, unfolded to us. The 
tangled mazes of our individual lives will be unravelled 
for us, and His mysterious dispensations towards us 
opened out; we shall understand the why and the 
wherefore of the mercies and the judgments, the en- 
tanglements and the deliverances, of our earthly lives ; 
we shall discern why He dealt with us in providence 
and in grace as He did, why He led us along certain 
paths, and in other directions hedged up our ways; 
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we shal! know why He gave us this success and 
subjected us to that failure, why He chastened us 
with those sorrows and losses, and refreshed us with 
such and such blessings and joys. ‘“ What I do 
thou knowest not now; but thou shalt know here- 
after.” } 

And it will then be clear, ‘that the sufferings of 
this present time are not worthy to be compared with 
the glory which shall be revealed in us.”? Like 
the rescued mariner on the cliff, when the voyage 
is over, we shall look back upon the stormy sea, and 
note the way along which we were led; and think 
gratefully of the perils past from which we have 
been rescued, and the storms which we have safely 
passed through ere we reached the shore. In short, 
all the intellectual perplexities and doubts which beset 
us will be solved; and the things which we would fain 
have known, but could not know here, will be made 
plain to us. The mists and clouds which obscure 
our mental gaze will be swept away; and all objects 
will stand out in clearness of outline and brightness of 
colouring, in the purer atmosphere of that better clime. 
The intellect, which now operates through the medium 
of the gross material structure of the brain, and is 
consequently often impeded in its workings by physical 
infirmity, disease, and corruption, will work unimpeded 
through the more refined organs of the spiritual body 
of the resurrection. In that body there will be unin- 
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terrupted opportunity for the full and free exercise of 
memory, reason, imagination, and every other mental 
faculty ; and we shall ever, both by the rapid processes 
of intuition and by the slower deductions of the reason- 
ing faculties, be diving into fresh fields of investiga- 
tion, and acquiring new, and yet ever newer, stores of 
knowledge, world without end. The critical faculties 
will not, perhaps, have the same scope as those intui- 
tive ones, which grasp conceptions of things in their 
entirety ; and perceive their resemblances rather than 
their differences, and their unity rather than their 
diversity. But we may not doubt, that all our mental 
capacities will be enlarged and elevated, so as to 
be able to deal with the greatness and sublimity of 
the objects on which they are to be engaged; and 
as the field on which they are to expatiate is widened, 
so they will be correspondingly strengthened and 
‘enlarged. 

Nor must we forget, in estimating the grasp of our 
intellectual faculties in the resurrection state, that 
now we see things through a dense veil of flesh, pene- 
trated only here and there with small fissures for 
the outlook upon our environment; for the five senses 
are the channels through which alone we can learn 
anything of external things; and these are narrow, and 
more or less clogged by the grosser animal nature, 
and let light in to the soul through a dense medium, 
whereby many of its rays are lost in the transit alto- 
gether, or distorted, and so never reach the intelligent 
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soul at all, or reach it only in a broken form; and so, the 
impressed images are faint and blurred, and our know- 
ledge is proportionately limited and imperfect. But 
then the glorified body will possess senses, probably, 
many more in number; nay, it will rather in its entirety 
form one large and capacious organ of sensation, seeing, 
hearing, feeling through every atom and pore of its 
spiritual substance—each one of which will be, as it 
were, an inlet for the entrance of impressions from the 
external world ; and through these multifold avenues, 
which will be ever clear and unobstructed, the light 
from without will be transmitted, undimmed and un- 
impeded, without diminution or distortion, to the spirit 
within; and thus our knowledge will not only be 
greatly increased, but also will be vastly clearer and 
more definite than it is now. 

Lastly, the haze and shadows which impede our pre- 
sent vision will be dissipated, the Babel of jarring sounds 
which now confound our ears will be hushed, and the 
whole universe will be open to our inward ken. There 
are more things in heaven and earth than are dreamed 
of in our philosophy. Who, then, can guess what deep 
or sublime mysteries will be unfolded to us,—mysteries 
of which the most profound students of nature amongst 
us have never yet gota glimpse? And, with the greatly 
enlarged powers of locomotion of our risen bodies, we 
shall be able to soar into heights, dive into depths, and 
traverse wide regious of space which are now closed to 
us; and from which we shall ever be learning more and 
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more of the wondrous plans, and works, and methods of 
operation of the great Creator; and so finding fresh 
occasions for admiration of His Wisdom and Power, and 
for lauding and magnifying His blessed Name. 

3. It will be a life of emotional energy, even more, 
perhaps, than of intellectual activity. For, from the 
frequent mention of musical occupations, either vocal 
or instrumental, in connection with the resurrection 
life, we may infer that the emotional faculties in the 
risen man will be more developed and active than 
the purely intellectual ones; for music is the language 
of the emotions, as speech is of the intellect. This 
inference may also be fairly drawn from the position 
which love occupies in the renewed life on earth; it 
is “the greatest” of the Christian graces;’ and we 
are told, that “God is Love; and he that dwelleth in 
love dwelleth in God, and God in him;”? and surely, 
what forms the essence of the Divine Being, and of 
life in Him, must be, also, the essential feature of the 
life of the blessed hereafter. The emotions, then, will 
especially predominate in the resurrection state. And 
hence, as a rule, it is not an unfair presumption that 
those, in whom the emotional nature predominates, 
are nearer to the kingdom of heaven than others. 
Indeed, our Lord Himself says explicitly of little 
children, who are especially emotional, ‘Of such is 


the kingdom of heaven;” 


and again, “ Except ye 
become as little children,”’—both in respect of quick- 
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ness of feeling, doubtless, as well as simplicity and 
humility,“ ye shall not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven.” ? 

Of course, the whole nature will be perfectly balanced, 
and the spiritual body will be a suitable instrument for 
the energising of all the faculties of the renewed soul 
and spirit in all their diversified activities; but still, 
the emotional faculties — especially those which are 
called into exercise in adoration and love, issuing in 
utterances of praise—will find even fuller and more 
frequent opportunities for their activities than any 
other, and particularly than those engaged in the pro- 
cesses of reason and abstract thought, and in intel- 
lectual pursuits generally. 

4. It will be a life of perfect holiness. Here the 
measure of holiness any of us can attain is but small ; 
“not as though I had already attained, either were 


already perfect,” * 


is the sad feeling even of the best 
Christian. We may be growing, indeed, gradually, 
and putting forth foliage and blossoms; but how 
frequently is the growth arrested, the foliage blasted 
and withered, the blossoms blighted, and the fruit 
scant and small! Here at best the good and the evil 
are intermingled; when we “would do good, evil is 
present with”*® us; and the evil often has the pre- 
dominance. But in the resurrection state “there 
shall be no more curse;” * the plague of moral evil 
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will not desolate; ‘there shall in no wise enter into 

it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh 
abomination, or maketh a lie;”’ all moral evil, so 
long as it exists at all, will be external to it—* with- 
out are dogs (i.e. impure persons), and sorcerers, and 
whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and 
whosoever loveth and maketh alie.”? “ And an high- 
way shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called 
The way of holiness; the unclean shall not pass over 
it.”* The precepts, “ Be ye holy; for I am holy,” * and 
“ Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is 
in heaven is perfect,”° will be experimentally realised 
by us; for, in our inferior measure and degree, we 
shall be perfect and holy as God is. Our wills will 
be in complete harmony with God's will; our affec- 
tions will be pure; in our mouths shall be “found no 


”° our inclinations will have the right bias; 


guile ; 
we shall not only know the right, but also readily do 
it. Here we are not really moral freemen, we are 
in bondage, “tied and bound with the chain of our 
sins;” but there the chains will be unloosed, the 
prison doors opened, and we shall enjoy “the glorious 
liberty of the children of God,’" and be, in very deed, 
free agents in God’s universe. Not, indeed, that the 
cleansing and emancipation will have come from 
within ; they will have had an external source: “ These 
are they which came out of great tribulation, and 


b Hew xaits7.0© * Rev. xxii. #53 & 4eIsa. xxxv. 8.7.14 1 Pets 1916. 
5 St. Matt. v. 48. 8 Rev. xiv. 5. 7 Rom. viii. 21. 


THE NATURE AND CONDITIONS OF LIFE 189 


have washed their robes, and made them white in 
the blood of the Lamb.”! But, however it came 
about—and we know how only it can come about— 
there they will be “ without fault before the throne of 
God.”? Not one of all in the innumerable throng 
will be without the wedding garment of spotless 
righteousness, wrought for them and put upon them 
by their Lord and King; arrayed in which they will 
‘appear before Him, and, after searching scrutiny, 
receive the welcome of His approving smile. 
_§. It will be a life of blessed companionship. 

(a) In the resurrection state we shall enjoy intimate 
communion with the Triune God—Tather, Son, and 
Holy Ghost. With the Father—as it is written, “ The 
tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with 
them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself 
shall be with them, and be their God.”* With the 
Son—as the Apostle says, “So shall we ever be with 
the Lord,” ‘ in actual, personal fellowship with Him, 
as an ever-present guide and friend; and in accordance 
with His own prayer, ‘ Father, I will that they also, 
whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am;”° 
and in fulfilment of His promises to His faithful dis- 
ciples, ‘If any man serve Me, let him follow Me; and 
where I am, there shall also My servant be ;”° and again, 
“J go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and pre- 
pare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you 
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unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.” ! 
With the Holy Ghost—for now, “ He dwelleth with you, 


and shall be in you ;”” 


and if this be so in our present 
condition, it cannot be doubted that it will be so, in a 
still greater measure, in our glorified state hereafter ; 
for we shall not grieve and resist Him then as we 
do now. 

(8) We shall have as our associates, too, the holy 
angels. ‘They take a living interest in us on earth; 
they long to penetrate the mysteries of the great, 
eternally conceived, plan for our salvation ;* they re- 
joice over each returning penitent ;* they minister to 
the heirs of salvation;° they encamp about them that 
fear God;° they carry the souls of the righteous to 
paradise,’ and gather them into the heavenly garner at 
the great final day of discrimination ;* it cannot be 
supposed, then, that their interest in, and love for, us 
will cease, and that we shall not be intimately asso- 
ciated with them when, invested with the. spiritual 
bodies of the resurrection, we have become like them 
in the higher and better world. 

(y) Yet again, we shall renew our loving intercourse 
or friendship with those we have known on earth, and 
enjoy the society of “the spirits of the just made 
perfect” generally. This is implied in the fact that, 
instead of living in a state of isolated happiness, if 
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that were indeed possible, we shall all be united 
into one “great multitude,” as harmonious as it is 
vast. The same may be inferred from the represen- 
tation given us of the future blessedness, under the 
figure of men associating together at a great feast: 
“Many shall come from the east and west, and shall sit 
down together with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in 
the kingdom of heaven ;”* and “ Blessed are they which 
are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb,” ” 
These passages show, that we shall enter into close 
fellowship with the patriarchs of the old dispensation, 
and with God’s saints of all ages, as well as with our 
_ earthly relatives and friends. There will be Adam, the 
father of our race; and Enoch, who walked with God, 
and was translated without passing through death ; 
and Noah, the great preacher of righteousness, and 
witness for God to an ungodly world; and Moses, the 
great lawgiver and leader of his people; and David, 
the king and “sweet psalmist of Israel;” and Elijah, 
the stern, unyielding opponent of idolatry, and de- 
fender of the faith of Israel’s God; and Isaiah, the 
sublime poet-prophet ; and Daniel, the seer and great 
statesman; and Peter, the zealous, energetic apostle ; 
and John, the loving and beloved disciple; and Paul, 
the great thinker and teacher, and man of action, who 
“laboured more abundantly than they all;”* and the 
martyrs, saints, and doctors of the Church, Stephen 
and Polycarp, Augustine and Bernard, Latimer and 
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Ridley, Hooker and Leighton, Wesley and Simeon, 
H. Martyn and Hannington—men who, being dead, 
yet speak to us by their examples or their writings, 
from which we have derived edification and comfort. 
And there also will be those of our own contempo- 
raries whom we have known and loved; or not known, 
but reverenced, and who have found a place in that 
radiant throng. 

What a glorious society will that be, composed of 
the great and good of every age and every clime! 
How blessed will they be who have their part and lot 
therein! If Christian converse between two or three 
congenial friends, and only occasionally, is a happiness 
on earth, what will it be to be associated with such 
companions in the most intimate friendship, and for 
ever! The pleasures of companionship with earthly 
friends, or of that kind of companionship which we 
enjoy with the wise and good through their writings, 
or the records of their deeds, are but an earnest and 
foretaste of what awaits us in the resurrection life. 

And how much consolation is there in the thought 
of renewing in a future state the friendships and inti- 
macies of our present life! Those beloved ones who 
have been put to sleep by Jesus are not lost to us, 
they are but gone before ; the separation will only be 
for a little while; our happy converse will be revived, 
never to be broken off, or marred, or interrupted, for 
eternity. We shall see them as they were, and yet 
how changed, with our very eyes; we shall hear with 
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our very ears the accents of their well-known voices 
once more; and there will be no weakness, pain, or 
sickness, no sorrow, mourning, or anxious fear of part- 
ing, to mar our intercourse; for these mortal bodies 
will have become painless, free from infirmities and 
disease, and have “put on immortality,” “after the 
fashion of Christ's glorious body.” What topics for con- 
versation will there be between us then! The intricate 
ways of our earthly lives will lie mapped out before us; 
we shall see the goodness and mercy which followed 
us all along; we shall see how crosses and afflic- 
tions did their appointed work, and wrought together 
for our profit, weaning us from the transitory and the 
evil, and leading us to set our affections on the abiding 
and the good; we shall perceive how He led us step 
by step to the “city of habitation;”! and the survey 
of our earthly lives, thus wisely and lovingly governed, 
will afford endless themes for interesting meditation 
and converse. The new wonders of Providence and 
of Grace, which will then be unfolded to our admiring 
gaze, will also afford a wide field over which mind and 
tongue can expatiate. Our bright mutual anticipations 
of the future way will also be disclosed to one another ; 
so that the past, the present, and the future all alike 
will supply ample and delightful subjects for the 
conversation of the blessed inhabitants of heaven. 
High and noble thoughts will pass with lightning- 
like rapidity from mind to mind. ‘he barriers of our 
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natural bodies, which now form an obstacle between 
us, so that we can but partially know one another, 
will be removed ; and our intimacy with one another, 
and intercommunion of thought, will be free and un- 
impeded, without let or hindrance of any kind. 

Here we are in a state of internal discord, the 
lower elements of our nature conflicting with the 
higher, the material holding the spiritual too often in 
subjection ; and this internal discord is reflected in our 
intercourse with one another, which becomes accord- 
ingly more or less constrained and impaired; but 
there all the powers of our whole being will be work- 
ing in perfect harmony; and so, our fellowship with 
others will be without restraint, our thoughts and 
feelings intermingling, as it were, with theirs, without 
the need of any check or concealment. And further, 
what we shall learn and know so intimately of one 
another’s history and instincts, feelings and thoughts, 
will call forth mutual sympathy and love; while that 


knowledge will elicit outbursts of heartfelt praise to 


the Saviour who redeemed us, and the God who 
guided and led us all along our earthly paths. The 
closest and most spiritual friendships of earth are 
but a slight furetaste of the communion of souls in 
that better state. 

And so perfect harmony will prevail amongst the 
members of that glorious society; all will be of one 
mind and one heart, congenial alike in opinions and 
feelings, tempers, and habits of life; there will not be 
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a single discordant element, no imperfection, no in- 
firmities, and no selfishness, to mar the happiness of 
their intercourse, Composed though “the great multi- 
tude” will be “ of all nations, and kindreds, and people, 
and tongues,” drawn from all ranks and occupations, in- 
cluding people of all stages of intellectual development 
and culture, of all ages, of various epochs, of the most 
different dispositions and conditions of life, varying 
widely in religious creeds; yet they will be pervaded 
by such an exquisite unity of spirit that, while each 
will enjoy the fullest individual freedom, all will be 
blended into one harmonious whole, without friction 
or discord. There will be no envying of one another, 
and no coveting of what belongs to another ; each will 
rejoice in the happiness and welfare of others, and 
the aspirations and desires of all will be fully satisfied, 
“As for me, I will behold Thy face in righteous- 
ness: I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with Thy 
likeness.” } 

6. ‘I'he blessedness of that life reaches its climax 
in the Beatific Vision. Here we have “the light of 
the knowledge of the glory of God,” as it is reflected 
from “the face of Jesus Christ ;”? but there “we shall 
see Him as He is” directly, in all His unveiled glory. 
Here we have a glimpse, as it were, of God in His 
ordinances ; but there we shall gaze-upon Him “ face 
to face,” * as when “a man speaketh unto his friend.” 4 
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Here our vision is limited in range and impeded 
with a cloud of mist; there it will not be limited or 
obscured.. Here we barely have a faint, distant view 
of that region, in which we shall there expatiate. 
What will be the exact nature of that Vision we do 
not, and cannot, know; it is indescribable and past 
imagining; all that eye has ever seen, or ear ever 
heard, or the heart of man ever conceived, will fall 
far below, in sublimity and splendour, what we shall 
experience, in that wondrous prospect of beauty and 
of glory. Just as the sun surpasses all the lesser umi- 
naries of the sky, and all artificial light of candle or 
lamp, so will the blessedness of that Vision transcend 
all the other elements of celestial bliss; so that they 
will be scarcely appreciable in comparison, and will 
pale before it. What will be its effects we can well 
anticipate. Our brightest and best conceptions of God 
here are imperfect and distorted ; but the Divine efful- 
gence on which we shall gaze there will clear away the 
mists that encircle us; we shall be apprehending Him, 
not with the senses of these gross material structures, 
but with the finer organs of our spiritual bodies, which 
will form so much more perfect a medium for the activity 
of our glorified souls; and so the apprehension will be 
clearer, more definite, and firmer; and though we can 
never fathom the depths of His incomprehensible Being, 
yet our knowledge of Him will be perfect, as far as it 
goes and according to the measure of our capacity, 
and be far beyond anything we have ever known of 
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Him in our present state; and we shall be fully and 
experimentally acquainted with much about Him that 
we can now but barely imagine, and which we would 
fain more clearly and certainly apprehend. 

And this knowledge will be a progressive know- 
ledge. For that Vision will enlighten the understand- 
ing, quicken the reason, and fire the imagination; and 
our intellectual faculties will naturally be enlarged 
and strengthened, and endued with a power of wider 
and firmer grasp, by the greatness and magnificence of 
the Object on which they are engaged. New aspects 
of His Divine Nature will be opening out to us; we 
shall be getting new insight into the methods of 
His working in creation ; and so, we shall be learning 
ever more and more of His perfections and glorious 
character. And to this progress of knowledge there will 
be no end, for, from the inexhaustibleness of that Nature, 
there will be ever more and more to know; and there- 
fore, our mental stores will be ever augmenting. 

And not only will the Beatific Vision give ample 
“scope to our intellectual faculties; it will also fully 
satisfy all the pure and holy aspirations, desires, and 
affections of the heart. By it our union with God 
will be cemented and made stronger and closer; 
we shall dwell more in Him, and He in us; and 
so we shall be made partakers of the Divine Nature, 
in @ measure and degree beyond what was possible 
in this lower life. In the rapt gaze upon the efful- 
gence of His glory, we shall be “changed into the 
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same image from glory to glory,”! passing from one 
phase of brightness into another. That Vision will 
be to us the very life of our lives, the finishing touch, 
the supreme point of our heavenly blessedness, filling 
us with happiness which our highest faculties could 
not now conceive, and the most eloquent tongue could 
not conceive—“ joy unspeakable and full of glory.” ? 
7. With the Beatific Vision, as an essential part 
of it, must be associated the sight of the ‘“ Lamb as 
it had been slain” ?—the Saviour and Redeemer,— 
‘‘God manifest in the flesh,”4—made “a little lower 
than the angels,” and then “ crowned with glory and 
honour ;”° for “we shall see Him as He is.”* The 
close and uninterrupted view of His Person; the ever- 
deepening insight thus acquired into the mystery of 
His Incarnation, and the wonders of His redeeming 
work ; the unimpeded contemplation of His beautiful 
character in its meekness and gentleness, wisdom and 
strength ; the retrospect of His past humiliation, com- 
bined with the prospect of His exaltation as King 
of Kings and Lord of Lords, to whom “all power is 
giyen in heaven and in earth,” “all enemies” being 


“put under His feet,” ® 


and to whom “every knee 
should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, 
and things under the earth,” ° in admiring adoration— 


the sight, in short, of “the King” Himself “in His 
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beauty,”! will fill the soul with additional delight, 
which cannot be imagined or expressed. “The Sun 
of Righteousness,” * in His meridian splendour, will 
shed around Himself a sea of glory, which will bathe 
in radiance all beholders, 

8. It will be a life of joyful anticipation. True, 
faith will be lost in sight, and hope in fruition, and 
there will be no weariness or satiety in respect of 
present enjoyments; but new sources of happiness 
will ever be opening up to us. ‘To perfect felicity 
such a condition of progress would seem to be essential, 
in the case of beings constituted as we are, who must 
ever be looking and reaching forwards and upwards, 
The only difference between anticipation here and there 
is, that now it is very limited in its scope, and asso- 
ciated with elements of uncertainty, so that we can 
never be quite sure whether we shall ultimately get 
what we hope for; whereas there the prospect is vast 
and magnificent, and without any limiting horizon, 
and there can be no failing to attain what we are 
looking forward to. ‘The hopes, in short, which gladden 
us in the future state, will be “full of immortality ; ” ° 
vista after vista of the “far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory” * will keep on opening out 
to us for ever; there will always be something fresh 
and new to anticipate; as the saint’s reward is not 
transient, so is it not stationary; as “ the crown of 
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glory” is one * that fadeth not away,”! so it is always 
growing more lustrous in its splendour. 

9. From the above considerations it goes without 
saying, that the life will be one of perfect happiness. 
“The ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come 
to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their 
heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness.”? For 
that blessed state, as we have seen, will be free from 
the blighting, withering influence of moral evil; in it 
there will be no sin; there will be none of that weary 
conflict within which we experience here, while no 
temptations can harass or assail from without; we 
shall have no doubts or fears as to our future; the 
trials and afflictions, which distress the soul in our 
present condition of being, will be unknown; and, with 
moral evil, the concomitant physical evils—pain, sick- 
ness, bodily infirmity, death—will, as we have before 
seen, cease to trouble. And thus all obstacles in the 
way of happiness will be swept away. That our 
intellectual faculties will have full and free scope for 
their activity—without let or hindrance from having to 
work through the medium of gross, material organs, 
without flagging, and without any restless, uneasy 
efforts after what is unattainable—and will have ade- 
quate and suitable objects for their exercise, cannot 
but conduce to felicity. The fact, too, that we shall be 
perfectly holy, with pure affections, right inclinations, 
wills absolutely submissive to the will of God, and 
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all our natures wholly consecrated to Him and His 
service, will involve perfect happiness.. Again, in the 
society of angels, and of “the spirits of the just made 
perfect,’ and above all, in the intimate companionship 
of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, there will be an 
unfailing source of joy; for in that society and com- 
panionship there will be full scope for the exercise of 
our affections and social instincts, and love will have 
full play ; while, where all are pure and perfect, there 
will be no blemishes or imperfections in ourselves or 
others, to mar the blessedness of our mutual inter- 
course. And thus, heart as well as head will be 
fully satisfied ; there will be no restless soul yearnings, 
and no ungratified longings; for we shall only desire 
lawful objects, and, in the case of such, it will only be 
to desire and to have. 

But the main source and mainspring of all the 
happiness of the blessed will be the Vision of God; to 
“see Him as He is,” and to gaze upon His approving 
Countenance, will be the very life of their life, and the 
joy of their joys, It will awaken new desires, and be 
itself their satisfaction. The beams ever shining forth 
from the light of His glorious presence will irradiate 
the beings upon which they are shed with a flood of 
happiness; and, reflected from their glorified forms, 
will make each a joy to every other, 

And, lastly, the climax of the saints’ blessedness in 
glory will be, that they will not only see God, but be 
made partakers of the Divine nature, Here, indeed, 
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they enjoy His indwelling, but only imperfectly and 
discontinuously ; but there, without a break, and in 
no scant measure and degree, they will have the 
fruition of His eternal Godhead. And this is what 
the Psalmist was anticipating when He exclaims, “ In 
Thy presence is fulness of joy; at Thy right hand 
there are pleasures for evermore.” ! 

The joy of each will be full, and yet this will not 
involve the diminution of the joy of any other; for 
“the joy of the Lord,” into which they have been 


called to “ enter,” ? 


is a well-spring gushing forth, and 
overflowing with inexhaustible streams. Hach one can 
drink “ of the fountain of the water of life freely,” * and 
yet leave an ample supply of the living waters for all 
others ; so that envy of, or grudging, one another will 
haye no place, for there will be enough and to spare 
for all. ‘They shall be abundantly satisfied with 
the fatness of Thy house; and Thou shalt make them 


”4 ond that river 


drink of the river of Thy pleasures 
never fails. 

And that happiness will not only never suffer 
diminution, but it will be also progressive. The 
denizens of the renovated earth and the new heavens 
will be perfectly happy, and yet will be constantly 
receiving fresh accessions of bliss, Even when the 
same joys are repeated, yet they will be so varied as 
to appear new; we shall be for ever becoming en- 
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dued with new perceptions for spiritual and physical 
beauties, and with new impulses of pure and unsullied 
affection; and so, there will be a perpetual growth of 
our natures, and a proportionate enlargement of our 
capacity for happiness, and this right onward through 
the ages. ‘“ With open face beholding the glory of 
the Lord, we shall be changed into the same image 
from glory to glory;”' we shall be ever fashioned 
more and more after His likeness, and ever receiving 
more and more of His blessedness, yet we shall never 
reach the limits of His Being, for it is limitless ; 
He will be infinitely beyond and above us after the 
endless ages have rolled away; the finite can never 
become infinite, whatever may be the duration of its 
existence. 

10. Lastly, it will be a state of glory, uninterrupted 
and ceaseless; “for there shall be no night there.” 2 
The whole scene will be lit up by the radiance of the 
Divine majesty, which will stream through the bodies 
and souls of the glorified. It will not be any created 
light that will illumine them—“ the city had no need 
of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it;” but 
it will be the Uncreated and Unapproachable Light, 
that will shed His illuminating rays over all— for 
the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the 
light thereof.” ° 

“The sun shall be no more thy light by day ; 
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neither for brightness shall the moon give light unto 
thee: but the Lord shall be unto thee an everlasting 
light, and thy God thy:glory, Thy sun shall no more 
go down; neither shall thy moon withdraw itself: for 
the Lord shall be thine everlasting light, and the days 
of thy mourning shall be ended.” ! 


‘ise ix, 10.20, 


THE END 


Printed by BALLANTYNE, HANSON & Co. 
Edinburgh & London 


Works by the same Author 


Price 3s. 6d. 


THE ONE BOOK: 


A TREATISE ON THE UNIQUE CHARACTER 
OF THE BIBLE. 


The Rock. 


‘*A volume such as the state of thought in the nineteenth century 
demands. . . . Clothed in a style fervid yet chaste.” 


English Churchman, 


‘*The argument stated in such a varied, attractive, and forcible 
manner, that no one can follow it and not feel the better for its perusal.” 


The Christian. 


‘¢Emphatically a book for the times... . A valuable addition to 
literature of an important class.” 


Bookseller. 


‘*A noble attempt in defence of the Holy Scriptures against the 
assaults of scepticism.” 
Mona's Herald. 


‘From beginning to end the book is interesting. The Holy 
Scriptures have found in the Archdeacon an able, diligent, and effec- 
tive apologist.”’ 

Isle of Man Times. 


‘* Written in a style which compels the reader to proceed to the end 
with as much interest as if the book were a work of fiction.” 


Price 6d. 


THE BIBLE: 
AND HOW TO STUDY IT. 


Rock. 
‘6 We recommend this book without doubt of its usefulness.” 


Price 3d. 


SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 


MARSHALL BROTHERS, 
PATERNOSTER ROW, LONDON. 


